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Introduction 

Teaching your child (or students) to read will be an exciting adventure with the 
Half-Pint Readers! This teaching guide is designed to give you a variety of lessons 
to help children become happy, confident readers. Each lesson contains a 
multi-sensory activity to make learning to read meaningful and fun! The lessons 
in this guide go along with the scope and sequence of the skills in the Half-Pint 
Readers Level A – Sights and Sounds. However, these lessons can be used with 
any curriculum to incorporate “hands-on” activities for teaching reading skills. 

For most of the lessons and activities, you will be able to create your own 
materials using household items and by downloading our free resource pages. 
For each activity, we have included a photo to better explain the lesson. 
Although most of the teaching ideas are our own, we do not claim ownership 
for the origin of all of the activities. Some we found on Pinterest, teaching blogs, 
and other places and some we do not know their origin. But every photo in this 
teaching guide is one we have taken, as we tested out each activity ourselves.  

You may find that your child does not need to complete all of the activities but 
we wanted to include many different types of lessons to reach all learning styles 
and levels of ability. Or, you may find your child needs additional practice on 
certain skills. So you can repeat or change the activities to suit your child’s 
needs. You can also substitute your own materials and ideas. Whatever works 
best for you and your child!  

If you are a classroom teacher, you can adapt many of the lessons for whole 
group or small group instruction. You can even use the activities as a center. 
You will find your students learn best when they are actively engaged in multi-
sensory experiences.  

The Five Components of Reading 

The National Reading Panel states that a quality reading program will include 
five components: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and 
comprehension. We have designed our lessons and books to incorporate these 
five components. 

Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate individual sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken words. Before children can learn to read, they must 



4 
 

understand how the sounds in words work. Remember that phonemic 
awareness only involves the hearing of sounds in words, not the visual print.  

Phonemic Awareness is important because it helps children learn to read and 
spell. Children who are phonemically aware are likely to have an easier time 
learning to read and spell than those who are not. 

Several types of activities will help your child develop phonemic awareness. 
These activities can be used while taking a walk, riding in the car, waiting for 
appointment, etc., since they are done orally while your child listens. 

Phoneme identity - What sound is the same in the words hop, hat, hug? /h/ 

Phoneme categorization - Which word does not belong in the words tap, tug, 
red?  Red does not belong because it begins with a different sound. 

Phoneme blending - What word do you hear when you blend /t/ /a/ /p/? tap 

Phoneme segmentation - How many sounds do you hear in the word flag?       
/f/ /1/ /a/ /g/ 4 sounds. 

Phoneme deletion – What word do you hear when you say plate without /p/? 
late 

Phoneme addition - What word do you hear when you add /s/ to the beginning 
of nap? snap. 

Phoneme substitution - The word is cat. What do you hear when you change /c/ 
to /h/? hat. 

Rhyming – What rhymes with map? (tap) or What are the two words that rhyme 
in this sentence? The frog sat on a log. (frog, log) 

Phonics involves the relationships between letters and individual sounds. 
Children need to understand that text is simply spoken words written down. The 
alphabet is the basic tool for learning to read and write. 

You can help your child learn phonics by providing them with magnetic letters, 
abc puzzles, alphabet blocks, letter tiles, and alphabet games. Writing the letters 
and words is very beneficial. Provide your child with a dry-erase board, wipe-off 
markers, paper and writing tools. Creating abc books and stories together is a 
great way for children to understand phonics. You can also find many 
interactive phonics games online. 
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While phonemic awareness focuses on hearing the sounds in spoken language, 
phonics instruction involves reading and writing words. Phonics instruction is most 
effective when it is taught directly with a specific set of letters in a clearly 
defined order. In our lessons, your child will learn a block of four consonants and 
a vowel and how to decode and write words containing those letters. Then your 
child will move on to the next block of letters.  

Fluency is the ability to read a text quickly and accurately. Fluency develops 
with practice. Children become more fluent readers the more they read! Our 
program has 108 decodable books that help build fluency.  

You can encourage your child to read by taking him to the local library and 
encouraging him to borrow books. If your child doesn’t already have his very 
own library card you can help him to get one. You can also borrow books for 
yourself and make family reading an important part of your daily routine. When 
children see their parents reading, they become life-long readers, too.  

Strong phonics skills are needed to decode new words and strengthen fluency. 
Sight word recognition is also a factor to improve fluency. Encourage your child 
to read familiar books over and over again as this helps develop fluency and 
word recognition.  Children that read daily become more fluent readers. 

Vocabulary refers to words and their meanings. Strong vocabulary knowledge 
improves reading comprehension. Children must also have good vocabulary 
skills in order to communicate effectively; these skills apply to speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. You can help your child to develop a larger vocabulary by 
talking about new words in a story or teaching a new word of the day. Children 
can also use context clues and picture clues to figure out the meaning of words. 
New vocabulary words are listed inside the front cover of each Half-Pint Reader 
to discuss before reading. However, since these words are just basically cvc 
words, you will want to read authentic literature to your child daily for more 
advanced vocabulary words. 

Comprehension refers to the ability to understand what one is reading. 
Comprehension is more than just reading (or decoding) the words out loud. 
Children with strong comprehension skills are able to relate the text they are 
reading to what they already know, while gaining new knowledge and 
understanding. 
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In order for your child to appreciate, evaluate or respond emotionally to a text, 
she must be able to relate to the text using personal background knowledge. 
You can help your child to build her background knowledge by taking her to 
different places such as the store, the park, the zoo, a museum, science center, 
etc. Talk to your child during these outings and encourage her to ask questions. 

Reading needs to be useful, enjoyable, and meaningful. You can help your 
child to gain comprehension skills by encouraging him to make predictions, ask 
questions and to form opinions while reading. You can also help him to make 
the connection between the book and his own background knowledge and 
personal experiences. Before you read with your child, introduce key ideas in 
the text in order to increase his ability to understand the text. It is important to 
encourage your child to read and listen to a wide variety of books and genres 
like fiction, non-fiction and informational books such as autobiographies and 
poems. To see if your child has comprehended what he has read, each of our 
Half-Pint Readers has comprehension questions listed at the end of the story. 

Reading Authentic Literature 

It is important for you to read authentic literature daily to your child to help 
develop vocabulary and comprehension skills. There are many wonderful fiction 
and non-fiction books you could borrow from the library that would go along 
well with the Half-Pint themes.  Talk about the title, the cover, the author/ 
illustrator, the genre of the book and where the story takes place. Talk about the 
text and illustrations. Stop and ask questions along the way to see if your child 
understands the story. Encourage your child to make predictions, compare the 
characters and relate events to her own life. When you’ve finished reading the 
book, ask your child to retell the story to you. These skills will help your child find 
meaning in books and develop a lifelong love of reading.  

Writing 

Reading and writing go hand-in-hand. While children are learning to read, they 
should also be learning to write. The main goal is for your child to put her 
thoughts on paper. In the beginning stages of writing, your child needs to know 
that it is okay to represent words with symbols. These can be little squiggly lines or 
shapes. We call this pretend or emergent writing and should be encouraged at 
first. You will write the real words under each pretend word. In this stage, your 
child should begin to count the number of words in her sentence beforehand 
and then she will write that many pretend words. Teach her to leave a space 
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between words and to add a period to end her sentence. As your child begins 
to recognize the sounds in words and learns how to write the letters, she can 
start substituting squiggly lines for letters. Teach your child to illustrate her story 
with a picture that matches her sentence. She will soon learn to capitalize the 
first word of a sentence, use punctuation and other writing skills. She will also 
begin writing more than one sentence for her stories. Keeping a journal of her 
writings is a great way to track her progression of letter-sounds she has learned, 
sentence structure, main ideas, etc. Always remember, the main goal of writing 
is to help your child understand the purpose for writing and how to put her 
thoughts on paper. This is not the same as a handwriting lesson. 

In the examples below, you will see how a child progresses from scribbles in his 
sentence to using the letter-sounds that he knows. 

           

If you are a classroom teacher, you should have writing tools at all of your 
centers to encourage writing. For example, at the dramatic play center, the 
children can write shopping lists, doctor charts, recipes, menus, etc. At the 
science center they can write scientific notes in journals about their observations 
of insects, plants, animals, experiments and so on. At the block center, they can 
draw and write notes about things they create. At the writing center, you can 
have an abundance of writing tools, tablets, envelopes, notepads, etc. for them 
to write letters to each other and to write stories. You can do this for every 
center to encourage writing. Although we want to encourage neatness and 
good penmanship, we do not want children to be afraid to put their thoughts 
on paper for fear of not forming the letters perfectly on the lines and spaces. This 
can be very discouraging to children if the focus is more on penmanship than 
their “story.”  Letter formation should be practiced daily with a variety of 
materials as your child’s fine motor skills develop and improve. 



8 
 

After each book, there is a writing prompt for your child to write about in his 
journal. However, you can give your child many more opportunities to write by 
creating your own prompts from the library books you are reading to your child. 

Materials 

Creating multi-sensory lessons requires much work but is well worth the effort. 
When children are actively engaged, learning to read is exciting and 
meaningful. A lot of the materials used in the activities are things you may 
already have in your home or classroom. Many items can be purchased 
inexpensively at a dollar store or created by you and your child. For instance 
you can create your own tactile letters and moveable alphabets. You will find 
directions on our blog at www.halfpintkids.com. 

Experts in early childhood education support a “hands-on” approach rather 
than numerous workbook pages. For that reason, we have not created 
workbooks for our program. However, we did design one printable activity sheet 
for each Half-Pint Reader book that might be beneficial for certain skills. You 
can download and print these free activity sheets from our website. 

We are also offering 12 “hands-on” literacy centers for each set of books that 
can be purchased at our Half-Pint Kids store on TeachersPayTeachers.com. 
These centers can be downloaded and printed. They are a fun way to practice 
and reinforce the skills. 

Scope and Sequence of Skills 

Research states that children learn to read most effectively using an explicit, 
systematic, sequential and cumulative approach. You will find that our skills, 
lesson plans and decodable books are based upon this approach. New skills are 
gradually introduced with lots of opportunities to practice them. 

Listed on the next three pages are the skills that will be introduced in the lessons 
for each set of books. We have found that when children are taught how to 
blend sounds early on, they understand the purpose of print. This makes learning 
the rest of the letter and sounds easier because the process now has meaning. 
Your child does not have to master the entire alphabet before he can read his 
first book. This is very motivating to your child and builds self-confidence to keep 
going! Having only a small block of skills to teach is less overwhelming for you 
and your child.  
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Level A - Scope and Sequence of Skills 
 
 
 
Level A – Sights and Sounds 
Introduces the consonant sounds, the short vowel sounds and 33 sight words. 
 
Level A Letter Sounds Sight Words 
 
Set 1 
Forest Fun 

 
b   t   h   c   p   m   f    s  
ă   ŏ 
 

 
a   I   see   is   on   am   the    
can  not 

 
Set 2 
Around the World 
 

 
review 
 

 
go   to   it   got   in   at 

 
Set 3 
Arctic Adventures 
 

 
d    g    r    n   ŭ 
 

 
stop   up   had   and   but 

 
Set 4 
Jungle Safari 
 

 
review 
 

 
has   like 

 
Set 5 
Jumping Jungle 
 

 
j    l    v   x    ĭ 

 
we   will   me 
 

 
Set 6 
Digging Up 
Dinosaurs 
 

 
y    z   w   q    k   ĕ 

 
put   big   said   you   did   get   
yes   little 
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Level B - Scope and Sequence of Skills 

 
 

 
Level B – Blends and Ends 
Introduces 16 blends and digraphs, 24 sight words and 4 word endings. 
 
Level B Blends Sight Words Word Endings 
 
Set 7 
Outer Space 
 

 
sh    fr    sn 

 
no    have    do    are   for 

 
 
 

 
Set 8 
Medieval 
Magic 
 

 
 
sl 

 
 
look      funny 

 
 
__ing 

 
Set 9 
Down on the 
Farm 
 

 
 
tr    cl    ch    pl 

 
 
where     here     he     of 
an        my      what 

 
 
__ck     __s 

 
Set 10 
Barnyard 
Buddies 
 

 
 
dr     sw 

 
 
she 

 
 
 

 
Set 11 
Pioneer Days 
 

 
 
st    bl 

 
 
too   that   us   with   your   be 

 
 

 
Set 12 
Wild West 
 

 
 
th    sm    gl    fl 

 
 
all    one   too 

 
 
__all 
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Level C - Scope and Sequence of Skills 

 
 

 
Level C – Moving A-Long 
Introduces 9 blends, 46 sight words, 4 word endings and 14 other skills. 
 
Level C Blends 

 
Sight Words Word 

Endings 
Other Skills 

 
Set 13 
At the Beach 
 

 
cr   sk 
gr   sp 

 
play     this 

 
_er   _y 

 
_ill      _ell 

 
Set 14 
Under the 
Sea 
 

 
 
br  

 
 
then    was   when   help 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Set 15 
Family Fun 
 

 
 
spl     tw 

 
out   from   by   his   into   
white   again   pretty   away   
saw    come    want    new 
   

 
 
_d    _ed 

 
final e rule 
 
ay       ew 
 

 
Set 16 
In the 
Meadow 
 

 
 
str 

 
so     yellow     blue     four    
find      now      them      
they      three      know 

 
 
 

 
two vowels rule 
 
compound words 

 
Set 17 
At the Circus 
 

 
 
 

 
were     some     down 
could     should     would 
 

 
 
 

 
soft c       ight 
 
ow    oy     ou    oo 
 

 
Set 18 
Community 
Helpers 
 

 
 
spr 

 
after     if     these   give   
more     please     than    or   
which    there    sometimes   

 
 
 

 
 
r controlled vowels 
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Thematic Teaching 

What is the benefit of teaching with themes? Research shows that integrating all 
subject areas into a theme makes learning more meaningful and builds strong 
foundations. Life is not segmented into reading, math, science, etc. It all 
overlaps through our everyday lives. Teaching with themes sparks your child’s 
interest in a topic and the knowledge she gains carries over into future learning. 
It’s all about making connections for future learning.  

Thematic teaching is also a great way to stay organized with books and 
materials. You can always be on the lookout for literature and materials to fit 
into your themes. Themes works especially well in a classroom setting because 
teachers often say there is no time to teach science or social studies. When you 
integrate the subject areas into themes, there is time for all subject areas, 
especially when you read non-fiction literature during story time or talk about an 
animal during a math lesson.  

We have found that children love the themes we chose for our little books and 
can’t wait to see what comes next! Themes develop home to school learning. 
Children are encouraged to bring items that relate to each current theme from 
home to share with the class. These items can be books, stuffed animals, sea 
shells, insects, etc. It’s a great way to involve the family!   

Make It Your Own 

We believe the best part about our program is that you can make it your own. 
We have provided the basics for a reading program that is very simplistic and 
easy to follow. It is designed to follow the Orton and Gillingham method for 
teaching reading. You can adapt or add lessons based upon your child or 
students’ needs and interests and you can create more lessons to include 
additional common core standards. 

Conclusion 

We hope you found this information helpful. If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions, we would love to hear from you at 
info@halfpintkids.com! You can also comment on our Facebook page or blog. 
Thank you again for choosing Half-Pint Readers! We wish you and your 
beginning reader a happy and exciting adventure of learning to read!  
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Lesson 1 

        I can name letter t 
and the /t/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter t and the /t/ 
sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter t sandpaper card, 
masking tape, paper, paint, paintbrush 
 
Procedures: Display the letter t 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter t. The 
sound of t is /t/.” (Be careful to say only 
the /t/ sound without adding “uh” to it.) 
Model how letter t is formed. Have your 
child trace t on the sandpaper card 
using his index finger. While tracing, he 
will repeat, “t says /t/, t says /t/.” 
 
Form Tt with masking tape on paper. 
Your child will paint over the Tt. When 
dry, he will peel back the tape to reveal 
the letters. 

 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identity 
letter t and the /t/ sound. 

Lesson 2 

I can name letter b and the 
/b/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter b and 
the /b/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter b sandpaper card, 
construction paper, buttons, glue 
 
Procedures: Display the letter b 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter b. 
The sound of b is /b/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /b/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how letter 
b is formed. Have your child trace b 
on the sandpaper card using her 
index finger. While tracing, she will 
repeat, “b says /b/, b says /b/.” 
 
Draw or use a stencil to make a 
letter b on construction paper and 
cut it out. Have your child glue 
buttons on the letter b. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter b and the /b/ sound. 
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Lesson 3 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with t and b. 

 
Objective: To review letters t and b 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials:  sandpaper letter cards (t, 
b) and picture cards or objects (t, b) 
 
Procedures: Place letter cards t and 
b on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with his index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of objects or picture cards. 
Have him choose one at a time. If 
the object or picture begins with /t/, 
he will place it beside the letter t. If it 
begins with /b/, he will place it 
beside the letter b. 
 

 

Conclusion: When all the cards have 
been placed in their correct rows, 
ask your child to identify the letters 
and to name the pictures from left to 
right. (Encouraging left to right 
movement, helps prepare your child 
for the reading process.) 

Lesson 4 

      I can name letter c and 
the /c/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter c and 
the /c/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter c sandpaper card, 
candy corn 
 
Procedures: Display the letter c 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter c. 
The sound of c is /c/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /c/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it. Use the hard 
sound of c as in cat, not celery.) 
Model how letter c is formed. Have 
your child trace letter c on the 
sandpaper card using her index 
finger. While tracing, she will repeat, 
“c says /c/, c says /c/.” 
 
Have your child form letter c with 
candy corn. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter c and the /c/ sound. 
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Lesson 5 

 I can name letter m and the 
/m/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter m and 
the /m/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter m sandpaper card, 
Model Magic 
 
Procedures: Display the letter m 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter 
m. The sound of m is /m/.” (For a 
visual reminder, she can rub her belly 
while saying “mmmm”.) Model how 
letter m is formed. Have your child 
trace letter m on the sandpaper 
card using her index finger. While 
tracing, she will repeat, “m says /m/, 
m says /m/.” 
 
Give your child a packet of Model 
Magic. Show her how to roll the 
Model Magic into a long snake and 
how to form letter m. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter m and the /m/ sound. 
 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with c and m. 

 
Objective: To review letters c and m 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: letter cards (c, m), picture 
cards (c, m). 

Procedures: Place letter cards c and 
m on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with his index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have him 
choose a card one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /c/, he will place 
it beside the letter c. If it begins with 
/m/, he will place it beside the m. 

 

Conclusion: When all the cards have 
been placed in their correct rows, 
have your child name the letters and 
pictures from left to right.  

 



16 
 

Lesson 7 

 I can sort pictures that 
begin with t, b, c and m. 

Objective: To review letters (t, b, c, 
m) and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: four stuffed animals, four 
small plastic bowls, letter cards (t, b, 
c, m), picture cards (t, b, c, m) 

Procedures: Place a bowl in front of 
each stuffed animal. Place a letter 
card in front of each bowl. Tell your 
child the animals are hungry and 
need to be fed but they can only 
eat the “food” that begins with the 
letter on their bowl. Give your child a 
basket of picture cards. She will 
choose a card, name the picture 
and place it in the bowl that 
corresponds to the beginning sound. 

 

Conclusion: After all of the animals 
have been “fed”, your child will 
check her work by saying each letter 
and picture again. 

Lesson 8 

 I can write letters t, b, c, 
and m. 

Objective: To write letters t, b, c, and 
m using correct letter formation and 
to identify the sounds. (L.K.2) 
 
Materials: shaving cream, letter 
cards (t, b, c, m) 
 
Procedures: Spread a layer of 
shaving cream on the table top or a 
large tray. Hold up the letter c card. 
Your child will use his index finger to 
form the letter c in the shaving 
cream while reciting, “c says /c/, c 
says /c/.” Your child will “erase” the 
c and continue the activity with 
different letters. Guide your child if 
necessary to be sure he is forming 
the letters with the correct strokes.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will name the 
four letters and sounds again. 
 
“It is important to read to 

your child every day!” 
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Lesson 9 

I can name letter a and the 
short  /ă/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter a and the 
/ă/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter a sandpaper card, 
construction paper, stamp pad, thin 
black marker 
 
Procedures: Display the letter a 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter a. 
The sound of a is /ă/.” (For a visual 
reminder, she will place the back of her 
hand under her chin.) When she says 
/ă/, her chin will drop down to touch her 
hand. Explain that letter a is a vowel 
and can make several sounds but you 
will be using the short ă sound for now. 
Model how letter a is formed. Have your 
child trace letter a on the sandpaper 
card using her index finger. While 
tracing, have her repeat, “a says /ă/, a 
says /ă/.” 
 
Make a large letter a. Have your child 
make ants on the letter using a stamp 
pad. She will make three connected 
thumb prints for the body of the ants. 
Then she will draw legs, antennae and 
features using a thin black marker. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter a and the /ă/ sound.  

Lesson 10 

 I can write letter a. 

Objective: To write letter a. (L.K.1) 
 
Materials: plate, applesauce 
 
Procedures: Spread a layer of 
applesauce on a plate. Hold up the 
letter a card. Your child will use his 
index finger to form the letter a in the 
applesauce while reciting, “a says 
/ă/, a says /ă/.” He will “erase” the a 
and practice forming it several times. 
Guide your child if necessary to be 
sure he is forming letter a using the 
correct strokes.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to name 
letter a and the /ă/ sound again. 
Then enjoy a snack of applesauce! 
 
“Now is a good time to sign 
your child up for a library 

card!” 
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Lesson 11 
 

I can blend sounds to read 
cvc words. 

 
Objective: To blend sounds to read cvc 
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Wipe-off board, wipe-off 
marker and eraser, word cards 
 
Procedures: Draw three lines in a row on 
a wipe-off board leaving a space 
between each line. Write letter b on the 
first line, letter a on the middle line and 
letter t on the last line. Touch each letter 
and say the sound, pausing between 
each one. Do this several times. Then 
explain that now you are going to say 
each sound without pausing between 
them. Connect the three lines to show 
you will not pause. Read the word “bat” 
by dragging out the sounds…baaaat. 
Then say the word bat. Have your child 
repeat this process to read the word 
bat. Give your child a high-five and say 
“You just read your first word!” Erase bat 
and continue the same process with the 
words cat, mat, cab, tab. Explain how 
every word needs a vowel and these 
words each have letter a in the middle. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read bat, 
cat, mat, cab and tab on word cards. 

Lesson 12  
  

I can read words and match 
them to pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and match them to the pictures. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: word cards and picture 
cards (bat, cat, mat, cab, tab) 
 
Procedures: Place the five picture 
cards on the table. Give your child a 
word card to decode, such as 
“mat”. Your child will sound out the 
word and match it to the picture of 
a mat. Continue until all words have 
been read and matched to the 
pictures. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Collect the picture 
cards and have your child read the 
five word cards again. 
 
“Turn off the tv and read 
together!” 
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Lesson 13  
 

I can segment and spell 
words. 

 
Objective: To segment words and spell 
them with letter tiles. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: letter tiles (t, b, c, m, a), 
picture cards (bat, cat, mat, cab, 
tab), notecard with three lines  
 
Procedures: Draw three lines in a row 
on a note card. Your child will choose 
a picture card such as mat and name 
the picture. Then he will tap out the 
three sounds he hears to segment the 
word. Ask what sound comes at the 
beginning of the word and he will 
place the letter m on the first line. Ask 
what sound does he hear in the 
middle of the word? He will place the 
letter a on the middle line. Ask what 
sound comes at the end of the word? 
He will place the letter t on the last 
line. Then he will read the word again. 
Repeat the process with the other 
picture cards. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles. You are the 
student spelling the words. On 
occasion, make a mistake for your 
“teacher” to catch! 

Lesson 14 
  

I can play a memory game with 
words and pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and to improve memory skills. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Word cards and picture 
cards (bat, cat, mat, cab, tab)  
 
Procedures: Shuffle the word cards 
and picture cards together and 
place them face down on the table. 
Your child and you will take turns 
turning over two cards at a time. She 
will read any word cards that are 
turned over. If a word card matches 
a picture card, the cards are left 
facing up. If the cards do not match, 
they are turned face down again. 
Continue until all of the cards have 
been correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the five cvc words. 
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Lesson 15 
  

I can read sight words. (I, 
see, a) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words, I, 
see, a. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Sight word cards, 
cornmeal, tray. 
 
Procedures: Explain to your child that 
some words are called sight words or 
high-frequency words. Some of the 
sight words are easy to decode but 
often they are not decodable. So it is 
best to learn these words from 
memory based upon how they look. 
Sight words appear frequently in 
printed materials. So in order to read 
fluently, these words should be 
practiced and memorized.  Using 
word cards, teach your child to 
memorize the sight words…I, see, a. 
Have your child copy the sight words 
in a tray of cornmeal while saying 
each word several times. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
three sight words on the word cards. 

 

 

Lesson 16 
 

I can read sentences. 
 
Objective: To fluently read a 
sentence and match it to a 
corresponding picture. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Sentence strips, marker, 
picture cards. 
 
Procedures: Write several sentences 
on sentence strips using the familiar 
cvc words and sight words. 
Examples: 
 
I see a bat. 
I see a cab. 
I see a cat. 
I see a mat. 
I see a tab. 
 
Place picture cards on the table. 
Your child will read a sentence and 
match it to the picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Remove the pictures 
and have your child read each 
sentence again. 
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Lesson 17 

I can name letter p and the 
/p/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter p and 
the /p/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter p sandpaper card, 
construction paper, puffy paint. 
 
Procedures: Display the letter p 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter p. 
The sound of p is /p/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /p/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how letter 
p is formed. Have your child trace 
letter p on the sandpaper card using 
her index finger. While tracing, she 
will repeat, “p says /p/, p says /p/.” 
 
Make a letter p on construction 
paper and cut it out.  Have your 
child decorate it with puffy paint. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter p and the /p/ sound. 
 
 

 

Lesson 18  

I can name letter f and the 
/f/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter f and the 
/f/ sound.  (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter f sandpaper card, 
construction paper, scissors, marker, 
fish crackers, glue 
 
Procedures: Display the letter f 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter f. 
The sound of f is /f/.” (Demonstrate 
how to place your top teeth over 
your bottom lip and force air out to 
make the fffffff sound.) Model how 
letter f is formed. Have your child 
trace letter f on the sandpaper card 
using his index finger. While tracing, 
he will repeat, “f says /f/, f says /f/.” 
 
Make a letter f on construction 
paper and cut it out. Have your child 
glue fish crackers on the letter f. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to name 
letter f and the /f/ sound. 
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Lesson 19 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with p and f. 

 
Objective: To review letters p and f 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: letter cards (p, f), picture 
cards (p, f). 

Procedures: Place letter cards p and 
f on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /p/, she will 
place it beside the letter p. If it 
begins with /f/, she will place it 
beside the letter f. 

 

Conclusion: Have your child name 
the letters and the pictures in each 
row from left to right. 

 

Lesson 20  
  

I can use magnetic letters to 
spell cvc words. 

 
Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: magnetic letters, (t, b, c, 
m, p, f, a) metal baking sheet. 
 
Procedures: Say a word from the list 
and have your child spell the word 
on the baking sheet with magnetic 
letters. Word list: bat, cat, fat, pat, 
mat, tab, cab, tap, cap, bam, Pam 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
each word on the spelling list. 
 
“Borrow several children’s 
books about forest animals 

from the library to go along 
with our forest theme.” 
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Lesson 21   

I can name letter s and the 
/s/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter s and the 
/s/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter s sandpaper card, 
Silly Putty 
 
Procedures: Display the letter s 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter s. 
The sound of s is /s/.” (Demonstrate 
how to put your teeth together and 
force air out to make the ssssss 
sound. Remind your child that letter s 
looks and sounds like a snake.) 
Model how letter s is formed. Have 
your child trace letter s on the 
sandpaper card using her index 
finger. While tracing, she will repeat, 
“s says /s/, s says /s/.” 
 
Give your child a container of Silly 
Putty to form snakes shaped like 
letter s. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter s and the /s/ sound. 

 

Lesson 22 

I can name letter h and the 
/h/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter h and the 
/h/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter h sandpaper card, 
marker, old magazine or a letter chart, 
highlighter 
 
Procedures: Display the letter h 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter h. 
The sound of h is /h/.” (For a visual 
reminder of the /h/ sound, have your 
child hold up the palm of his hand 
close to his mouth and breathe out 
making the /h/ sound. Tell him he can 
feel his hot breath for /h/.) Model how 
letter h is formed. Have your child 
trace letter h on the sandpaper card 
using his index finger. While tracing, he 
will repeat, “h says /h/, h says /h/.” 
 
Give your child an old magazine (or a 
printed letter chart) and a highlighter. 
He will look for letter h and highlight 
them. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter h and the /h/ sound. 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with s and h. 

 
Objective: To review letters s and h 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: letter cards (s, h), picture 
cards (s, h). 

Procedures: Place letter cards s and 
h on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sounds.  Give your child a 
small basket of picture cards. Have 
her choose a card one at a time. If 
the picture begins with /s/, she will 
place it beside the letter s.  If it 
begins with /h/, she will place it 
beside the letter h. 

 

Conclusion: Have your child name 
the letters and pictures in each row 
from left to right. 

 

Lesson 24 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with p, f, s and h. 

Objective: To review letters (p, f, s, h) 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: four apple trees, four small 
baskets, apple picture cards (p, f, s, 
and h) 

Procedures: Have your child help 
you make trees using green 
construction paper and bathroom 
tissue rolls. Label each tree with a 
letter. Place a basket in front of each 
tree. Give your child a container of 
“apples” with pictures. He will 
choose a card, name the picture 
and place it in the basket that 
corresponds to the beginning sound. 

 

Conclusion: After all of the baskets 
have been filled, your child will 
name the letter on each tree along 
with the pictures in each basket. 
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Lesson 25 

 I can write letters p, f, s, 
and h. 

Objective: To write letters p, f, s, h 
using correct letter formation and to 
identify the sounds. (L.K.1) 
 
Materials: frosting, letter cards 
 
Procedures: Spread frosting on a 
plate. Hold up the letter p card. Your 
child will use her index finger to form 
the letter p in the frosting while 
reciting, “p says /p/, p says /p/. She 
will “erase” the p and continue the 
activity with different letters. Guide 
your child if necessary to be sure she 
is forming the letters with the correct 
strokes.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will name the 
four letters and sounds.  
 
“Read both fiction and non-
fiction children’s books to 

your child.” 

 

Lesson 26  
  

I can read words and match 
them to pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and match them to the pictures. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: word cards and picture 
cards  
 
Procedures: Place several picture 
cards on the table. Give your child a 
word card to read such as “map”. 
Your child will sound out the word 
and match it to the picture of a 
map. Continue until all words have 
been read and matched to their 
picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Collect the picture 
cards and have your child read the 
word cards again. 
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Lesson 27  
 

I can segment and spell 
words. 

 
Objective: To segment words and 
spell them with letter tiles. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: letter tiles (t, b, c, m, a, p, 
f, s, h), picture cards, notecard with 
three lines  
 
Procedures: Give your child a picture 
card. Ask her to say the picture and 
to listen for the beginning, middle 
and ending sound. Then ask her to 
spell each picture by placing the 
letter tiles on the three lines on the 
notecard. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles. You are 
the student and your child gets to be 
the teacher observing you as you 
spell each word. 
 

“Yippee! You are ready  
to read your first book!” 

 

Lesson 28 
 

I can read the story, “A 
Bat”. 

 
Objectives: To read and comprehend 
the story, A Bat. (RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: A Bat (Set 1, Book1) 
 
Procedures: Tell your child you are so 
proud of how hard he has been working 
on the letters, sounds and sight words 
and now he is ready to read his first 
book! Point out the different parts of the 
book, such as the title, author, etc. Ask 
questions such as…Where does this story 
take place? What do you think this story 
is about? Why do you think the boy is 
wearing binoculars?  Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your child 
read the book. As your child reads, take 
time to discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, go 
over the comprehension questions at 
the end of the book and ask your child 
to retell the story. Then celebrate his 
success with a high five and a fun 
nature walk! For further practice, 
download the FREE printable activity 
sheet for this book from our website. 
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Lesson 29 
 

I can write a story. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Give your child a journal 
pencil and crayons. Talk about how 
the little boy was afraid of the bat. 
Tell your child she is going to begin 
writing her own stories in a journal. 
For a writing prompt, tell her to write 
a sentence about something that 
frightens her. Model how she can 
use squiggly lines to represent the 
words. Also, model how to put 
spaces between words and to add 
a period at the end. You will write 
the real words under her sentence. 
Then she will illustrate her story. 
Remind her that her picture must 
match what she has written. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
beautiful  illustrations and tell her 
how much you enjoyed her story! 

 

Lesson 30 
 

I can identify beginning 
sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify beginning 
letter sounds. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: small objects, toys, 
flashlight  
 
Procedures:  Place several objects 
around the room such as a penny, 
cookie, marker, toothbrush, apple, 
feather, heart shape, and a sock. 
Explain how bats are nocturnal. Give 
your child a flashlight and turn off the 
room lights. Tell your child to find an 
object that begins with /p/ using his 
flashlight and then bring it to you. 
Continue with different letters until all 
the objects have been found. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child say the 
beginning sound for each object. 
 

“Let your child choose 2 
bedtime stories tonight!” 
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Lesson 31   
 

I can make new words by 
changing one letter. 

 
Objective: To make new words by 
changing one letter. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: bat workmat, plastic 
letters, crayons 
 
Procedures: Draw a large bat shape 
on paper with two wings and a 
center body. Place letter a in the 
center section. On the first wing, 
place letter b and on the second 
wing, place letter t. Ask your child to 
read the word. Then say, “Change 
bat to cat”. She will trade the b for 
letter c. Next, ask her to change cat 
to cap. She will change the last 
letter. Continue the game with other 
changes such as cap to map, map 
to mat, mat to hat, hat to sat, etc. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child may color or 
decorate the bat.  
 

 
 

 
 

Lesson 32 
  

I can read sight words. (on, 
the, is) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words, on, 
the, is. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Sight word cards, wipe-off 
boards, marker, eraser  
 
Procedures: Tell your child he is going 
to learn three more sight words. 
These are words that are to be 
memorized by how they look. Hold 
up the sight word card, “on” and 
read it to your child. Your child will 
copy the word on his wipe-off board 
while repeating the word. Follow the 
same procedure for the other two 
sight words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read all 
three sight words on the sight word 
cards. 
 

“Does your child see YOU 
reading?” 
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Lesson 33 
  

 I can read the story, “Pam”. 
 
Objective: To read and comprehend 
the story, Pam. (RF.K.1, RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: Pam (Set 1, Book 2) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as…What is the title of 
this story? Where does this story take 
place? Who are the characters? 
What is dripping from the trees? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 34 
 

I can write about breakfast. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how in the 
story, Pam got all sticky. Explain how 
maple syrup is made from tree sap. 
Talk about foods in which maple 
syrup can be used. For a writing 
prompt, tell your child to write a 
sentence about his favorite 
breakfast food. Remind him that it’s 
okay to use squiggly lines to 
represent the words. Discuss spacing 
and a period at the end of his 
sentence. You will write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story to match what 
he has written.   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and tell him how 
much you enjoyed his story! 
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Lesson 35 
 

I can write a letter for each 
sound that I hear. 

 
Objective: To write the letter that 
represents a sound. (L.K.2) 
 
Materials: maple syrup, plate 
 
Procedures: Spread a small amount 
of maple syrup on a plate. Explain to 
your child how she will use her index 
finger to write a letter in the syrup. 
Say a sound such as /h/. Your child 
will write letter h in the syrup and 
then “erase” it. Continue with 
different letter sounds. For sweet fun, 
allow her to occasionally lick her 
finger!   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child choose 
her favorite sound to write in the 
syrup. And then enjoy some 
pancakes with maple syrup for a 
snack! 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson 36 
 

I can blend sounds to read 
words. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: construction paper, marker, 
music 
 
Procedures: Write cvc words on sheets 
of colorful construction paper and 
fringe the edges like mats. Place the 
mats in a circle on the floor. When the 
music starts, your child will walk around 
the circle of mats. When the music 
stops, he will put his toes by the closest 
mat and read the word. The whole 
family can participate! Start the music 
again, and the fun continues. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read each 
word as the mats are collected. Then 
have fun dancing with your child! 
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Lesson 37 
 

I can read sight words.  
(am, can, not) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words, 
am, can, not. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, sand, 
tray 
 
Procedures: Tell your child she is 
going to learn three more sight 
words. These are words that are to 
be memorized by how they look. 
Spread sand on the tray. Hold up the 
sight word card, “am” and read it to 
your child. Your child will copy the 
word in the sand while repeating the 
word. Follow the same procedure for 
the other two sight words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read all 
three sight words on the sight word 
cards. 
 

“Keep going! You’re doing 
great!” 

 

 

Lesson 38 
 

I can read the story, “I 
Tap”. 

 
Objective: To read and comprehend 
the story, I Tap. (RF.K.1, RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: I Tap (Set 1, Book 3) 
  
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as…What is the title of 
this story? What is the setting? What 
is the boy holding? Where did he get 
the stick? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 39 
 

I can write about friends. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how Sam 
was being a bully. Discuss ways to be 
nice to others. For a writing prompt, 
ask your child to write a sentence 
about how she will treat her friends. 
Remind her that it’s okay to use 
squiggly lines to represent the words. 
Discuss spacing and a period at the 
end of her sentence. You will write 
the real words under her sentence. 
Then she will illustrate her story to 
match what she has written.   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cool illustrations and tell her how you 
are glad that she is not a bully! 

 
 

 
 
 

Lesson 40 
 

I can tap out syllables. 
 

Objective: To count syllables in 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: rhythm sticks, picture 
cards, plastic numbers 
 
Procedures: Children need to be 
able to break longer words into 
syllables to be able to sound them 
out more easily. Give your child two 
rhythm sticks. Choose a picture such 
as hotdog. Model how to tap two 
times as you say hotdog. Explain that 
hotdog has two syllables so you 
need to tap two times. Your child will 
place the picture under number 2. 
Try another picture such as butterfly. 
Your child will tap three times as you 
repeat but-ter-fly. Try other words 
such as dog, monster, caterpillar, 
football, hippopotamus, etc. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child say words 
for you to tap. 
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Lesson 41 
  

I can determine if a sound is 
at the beginning, middle or 

end of a word. 
 

Objective: To determine if a sound is 
at the beginning, middle or end of a 
word. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: chalkboard, chalk 
 
Procedures: This is a phonemic 
awareness activity that involves no 
letters, just listening. Draw three lines 
in a row on a chalkboard. Explain to 
your child that each line represents a 
sound (phoneme) in a word. You will 
say a word to your child such as top. 
Tell your child to point to the line that 
represents /t/. Your child will point to 
the first line. Then say /p/ and your 
child will point to the last line, and for 
/ŏ/, he will point to the middle line. 
Continue with different cvc words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child be the 
teacher. He will isolate sounds and 
you will point to the lines. 
 
 

Lesson 42 
 

I can name letter o and the 
short /ŏ/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter o and the 
/ŏ/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter o sandpaper card, 
construction paper, marker, scissors, 
glue, cheerios cereal 
 
Procedures: Display the letter o 
sandpaper card. Tell your child this is 
letter o. Say, “the sound of o is /ŏ/.” (For 
a visual reminder, she will make a 
circular motion around her mouth when 
she says the /ŏ/ sound.) Explain that 
letter o is a vowel and can make several 
sounds but you will be using the short ŏ 
sound for now. Model how letter o is 
formed. Have your child trace letter o 
on the sandpaper card using her index 
finger. While tracing, have your child 
repeat, “o says /ŏ/, o says /ŏ/.” 
 
Make an o on construction paper and 
cut it out. Have your child glue cheerios 
(or any o shaped cereal) to the letter o.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter o and the /ŏ/ sound. 
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Lesson 43 
 

I can write letter o. 

Objective: To write letter o. (L.K.1) 
 
Materials: plate, dry oats 
 
Procedures: Spread a layer of dry 
oats on a plate. Hold up the letter o 
card. Model how to form letter o by 
starting at the top and moving 
counter-clockwise. Remind your 
child that o is a vowel and can 
make several sounds such as the 
long o in oats and the short ŏ in 
ostrich, which she will use for now. 
Your child will use her index finger to 
form the letter o in the oats while 
reciting, “o says /ŏ/, o says /ŏ/.” She 
will “erase” the o and practice 
forming it several times. Guide your 
child if necessary to be sure she is 
forming letter o using the correct 
motion.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to name 
letter o and the /ŏ/ sound again. 
Then enjoy a snack of oatmeal 
cookies! 
 

Lesson 44 
 

I can sound out new words and 
match them to pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: word cards, picture cards 
 
Procedures: Place picture cards on 
the table. Give your child a word 
card to sound out and match to the 
correct picture. (Use word/picture 
cards: mop, cob, cot, top, hop, hot, 
pop, sop, Bob.) 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Remove the picture 
cards and have your child read the 
words. 
 
“Visit your local library as 

a family!” 
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Lesson 45 
 

I can read the story, “I 
Sat”. 

 
Objective: To read and comprehend 
the story, I Sat.  (RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: I Sat (Set 1, Book 4) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as…What is the title? 
Where does this story take place? 
What do you think this story is about? 
Does the mouse look happy or sad?  
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 46 
 

I can write about mice. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about mice and talk about various 
facts about mice. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a fact 
that he learned about mice. The fact 
could be what mice eat, where they 
live, what they look like, etc. Remind 
him that it’s okay to use squiggly lines 
to represent the words. If your child is 
ready, he could begin using letters in 
his words. For instance he may write 
ms for the word mice. Talk about 
spacing and a period at the end of his 
sentence. You will write the real words 
under his sentence. Then he will 
illustrate his story to match what he 
has written.   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about the 
nice illustrations and how you 
learned something about mice from 
his non-fiction story! 
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Lesson 47 
 

I can name letter sounds. 
 
Objective: To identify letters and the 
letter sounds. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: house cut-outs, small clipart 
mouse 
 
Procedures: Make house shapes from 
construction paper and write a letter on 
each one. Make a mouse that is small 
enough to hide behind a house. Ask 
your child to cover his eyes while you 
hide the mouse. Then ask him to 
uncover his eyes. You will chant: “Tell 
me, tell me, little mouse. What letter is 
on your house?” Your child will guess a 
letter and see if the mouse is hiding 
there.  He will continue guessing until the 
mouse is found. Hide the mouse again 
and the game continues. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Play again by having your 
child say the sound instead of the letter 
name. Then let your child hide the 
mouse for you to guess! 

Lesson 48 
 

I can read real and nonsense 
words. 

 
Objective: To read real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials:  two cube shape tissue 
boxes, labels, sharpie pen, wipe-off 
board, marker, eraser 
 
Procedures: Place a large label on 
each side of the tissue boxes. On 
one box, write a consonant on each 
label. One the other box, write a 
word family on each label. Have 
your child roll the dice and read the 
word that is formed. If it is a real 
word, she will write it in the “real” 
column. If it is a nonsense word, she 
will write it in the “nonsense” column. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After this activity, have 
your child read each real and 
nonsense word to you. 
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Lesson 49 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: mouse cut-outs, marker 
 
Procedures: Draw or print out clipart 
of mice. Cut them out and write a 
sight word on each. Hide the mice 
around the room or in the backyard. 
Your child will pretend to be the cat 
and find all the mice. After all nine 
mice have been found, he will read 
the sight words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child can hide the 
mice for you to find and then you 
can read the sight words together. 
 

“Have a book swap with 
friends who have young 

children!” 
 

 

 

Lesson 50 
 

I can spell words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: letter beads, pipe 
cleaners, picture cards of cvc words 
 
Procedures: Your child will choose a 
picture card such as “mop”. She will 
spell the word by placing letter 
beads on a pipe cleaner. She will 
continue with the next picture until 
all the words have been spelled. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words she has spelled.  
 

 
“Books make terrific 

presents!” 
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Lesson 51 
 

I can read the story, “Pop”. 
 
Objective: To read and comprehend 
the story, Pop. (RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: Pop (Set 1, Book 5) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as…What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who are the 
characters? What are they eating? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 52 
 

I can write about popcorn. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about describing 
words that involve using our five 
senses. Help your child list words that 
describe popcorn, such as white, 
crunchy, salty, noisy, buttery, or how 
good popcorn smells. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a 
sentence to describe popcorn. If your 
child is ready, she may start using 
letters to represent sounds in words 
such as pc for popcorn. Discuss 
spacing and remind her to place a 
period at the end of her sentence. 
You will write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story to match what she has written.   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about the fun 
illustrations and how her story makes 
you hungry for popcorn! 
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Lesson 53 
 

I can follow directions and 
identify letter sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify letter-sounds. 
(RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Popcorn cut-outs, marker 
 
Procedures: Cut out five popcorn 
shapes on construction paper or use 
clipart. Write a letter on each one. 
Give your child directions for him to 
perform such as…Touch the /b/ to 
your nose. Your child will choose the 
popcorn with letter b and touch it to 
her nose. Give other directions such 
as…touch the /c/ to your elbow, 
touch the /m/ to your knees, or 
touch the /t/ to your shoulder. This is 
a fun way to practice letter sounds, 
following directions, and naming 
body parts. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: For extra fun, your child 
can give you directions to follow.  
 
 

 
 

Lesson 54 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Popcorn cut-outs, marker. 
 
Procedures: Here is a fun family 
activity that will get your family 
moving! Make large popcorn 
cutouts and print sight words on 
each. Give each person a sight 
word and have them stand in a 
circle. Say a sight word. The person 
holding that sight word will go to the 
middle of the circle and pop up and 
down like popcorn. Continue until 
everyone has had a turn to "pop". 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Trade the sight word 
popcorn cards with each other and 
play again. Then enjoy a real 
popcorn snack!  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HalfPintKids/photos/a.568241296528859.130331.143395312346795/676508145702173/?type=1&relevant_count=1
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Lesson 55 
 

I can read the story, “Bob”. 
 

Objective: To read and comprehend 
the story, Bob. (RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: Bob (Set 1, Book 6) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as…What is 
the title of this story? What is the 
setting? What is the boy doing? How 
can you tell he is camping? Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, take time to discuss 
the illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 56 
 

I can write about camping. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about things you 
have done as a family while 
camping, such as roast 
marshmallows, hike in the woods, 
sleep in a tent, and so on. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a sentence about something 
that he likes to do while camping. If 
your child is ready, he may use 
letters to represent sounds in words 
such as t for tent or cmpf for 
campfire. Encourage spacing and 
punctuation. You will write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story to match what 
he has written.   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about the 
great illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed his story. 
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Lesson 57 
 

I can rhyme words. 
 

Objective: To identify words that 
rhyme. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: backpack, camping 
objects that are easy to rhyme. 
(socks, soap, shirt, book, cup, dish, 
spoon, chips, coat, map, etc.) 
 
Procedures: Place several household 
objects into a backpack that would 
be good to take on a camping trip. 
Ask your child to find something in 
the backpack that rhymes with 
rocks. (socks) Then continue with 
other words to rhyme such as 
rope/soap, dirt/shirt, look/book, 
pup/cup, fish/dish, moon/spoon, 
dips/chips, boat/coat, and 
cap/map. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When all the objects 
have been removed from the 
backpack, ask your child to think of 
a different word to rhyme with each 
object. 

 
 

Lesson 58 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 
Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: leaf cut-outs, clipart, list of 
decodable words, tent, blanket, 
books 
 
Procedures: Take learning outdoors 
with a scavenger hunt. Hide pictures 
or objects around the yard. Give 
your child a checklist of decodable 
words. As each item is found, your 
child can check them off until the list 
is complete. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After the list is complete, 
ask your child to read the list to you. 
Then snuggle up in the tent and read 
lots of books together! 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/HalfPintKids/photos/a.568241296528859.130331.143395312346795/686449368041384/?type=1&relevant_count=1
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Lesson 1  

 I can identify sight words. 
(go, to) 

Objective: To identify sight words: 
go, to (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, 
styrofoam tray, colored rice 
 
Procedures: Using word cards, teach 
your child to memorize the sight 
words: go, to. Spread a thin layer of 
rice onto the bottom of a styrofoam 
tray. Have your child copy the words 
in the rice using her index finger 
while repeating each word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
sight words on the word cards. 
 
 

 
Lesson 2 

I can play a memory game to 
read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words and 
improve memory skills. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: 2 sets of sight word cards 
(go, to, the, see, am, can) 
 
Procedures: Shuffle the sight word 
cards and place them face down on 
the table. Your child and you will take 
turns turning over two cards at a time. 
Your child will read the sight words. If 
they match, the cards are left facing 
up. If the cards do not match, they 
are turned face down again. 
Continue until all of the cards have 
been correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
sight words. 
 

“Borrow some ‘Around the 
World’ children’s books from 

your library!” 
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Lesson 3 
 

I can read and comprehend the 
story, “The Map”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Map. 
(RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: The Map (Set 2, Book 1) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is the 
setting? What is the boy pointing to? 
Why do you think he might be 
looking at a map? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about a place I 
would like to visit. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about places you 
have traveled together as a family. 
For a writing prompt, ask your child 
to write about a place she would like 
to visit. Encourage your child to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about the 
colorful illustrations and how her story 
makes you want to travel there, too! 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can find places on a map 
with help. 

 
Objective: To locate continents, 
countries and states on a map by 
matching words. (RF.K.1 
 
Materials: a globe, a world map, a 
United States map, bulletin board, 
thumbtacks 
 
Procedures: Talk about the 
differences between a continent, a 
country and a state. Using the book, 
The Map, help your child find the 
places that Sam will visit on his world 
tour. Explain if the location is a 
continent, a country or a state. Talk 
about places you and/or your child 
have visited or lived.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Place a thumbtack or 
small sticker on the map to show 
where Sam visits each of his friends. 

 
 

 
 

Lesson 6 
 

I can match pictures to their 
beginning letter-sounds. 

 
Objective: To match pictures to their 
beginning letter-sounds. (RF.K.1. 
RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: small suitcase, plastic 
letters, picture cards 
 
Procedures: Fill a small suitcase with 
several picture cards or objects. Line 
up the plastic letters. Your child will 
choose an item from Sam’s suitcase 
and match it to the beginning 
sound. Continue until the suitcase is 
empty. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child name 
the pictures for each letter. Build 
language skills by asking why Sam 
might want to take each of these 
items on his world travels. 
 

“Always pack a book while 
traveling.” 
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Lesson 7 
 

I can read sight words.   
(it, got, in, at) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words…it, 
got, in, at. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, plastic 
tray, sugar 
 
Procedures: Using word cards, teach 
your child to memorize the sight 
words: it, got, in, at. Spread a thin 
layer of sugar on the bottom of a 
plastic tray. Have your child copy 
the words in the sugar with his index 
finger while repeating each word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
sight words on the words cards. 

 
“Teach your child how to                

take care of books.” 
 

 
 

Lesson 8 
 

I can read and comprehend the 
story, “Pat”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Pat. (RF.K.4)  
 
Materials: Pat (Set 2, Book 2) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where could 
this story take place? How can you 
tell? Why is the child dressed like 
that? Turn to the inside front cover to 
read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 9 
 

I can write a fortune. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Bring home some 
fortune cookies from a Chinese 
restaurant. Read the fortunes with 
your child and discuss them. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about a fortune such as “You 
will have good luck.” Or “You will go 
on a trip.” Encourage your child to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use any letter-
sounds that he hears in words. Then 
he will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed his story!  
 

 
 
 

Lesson 10 
 

I can spell words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: white paper, paint set, 
water, ribbon, stapler 
 

Procedures: Give your child a paint 
set of watercolors and a sheet of 
white construction paper. Say a cvc 
word and he will paint the word 
anywhere on the paper. Continue 
giving him words to paint until there 
is no more room. When dry, show 
your child how to fold the paper into 
a fan shape. Staple one end, tie a 
ribbon from the staple and unfold it 
to see the colorful fan. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to look for 
words to read on the unfolded fan.  

 
“It’s fun to combine art and 

reading.” 
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Lesson 11 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To fluently read cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: an empty clear plastic jar, 
rice, small blank cards, marker 
 
Procedures: Wash out a large, clear 
peanut butter jar and fill it three 
fourths full of rice. Write cvc and/or 
sight words from sets 1 and 2 on the 
blank cards. Place the word cards in 
the jar. Your child will slowly turn the 
jar and read any word that is 
uncovered. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
five different words that he found. 
 

“Read a story such as the 
Five Chinese Brothers to your 
child. Then have your child 
pretend to “read” the story 
to you by looking at the 

pictures.” 
 

 
 

Lesson 12 
 
I can read the story, “Mat”. 
 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Mat. RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Mat (Set 2, Book 3) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where could 
this story take place? Is it hot or cold 
where he lives? How can you tell? 
Why is the boy dressed like that? 
What is he doing? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can write about soup. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the 
ingredients in Mat’s soup. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about what she would put in 
her soup to make it delicious! 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use any 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Then she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how she made 
you hungry for soup! 
 

“Read recipes together.” 

 
 

Lesson 14 
 

I can identify beginning 
sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify beginning 
sounds. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: large pot (the black 
plastic cauldrons that are sold 
around Halloween look like Mat’s 
pot), plastic letters, picture cards, 
ladle, bowls 
 
Procedures: Tell your child the two of 
you are going to make “alphabet 
soup”. Place letters t, b, c, m, a, s, h, 
f, p, o) around the big pot. Display a 
picture card. Your child will say the 
word, find the letter that it begins 
with and place it in the pot. 
Continue until all the letters are in the 
pot. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child scoop 
out the letters with the ladle and put 
them in the bowls while identifying 
each letter. Then enjoy some real 
alphabet soup together for lunch! 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can locate sounds in words. 
 

Objective: To locate individual 
phonemes in words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: napkin, paper cupcake 
holder, trail mix, cvc picture cards 
 
Procedures: Give your child a napkin 
and small container of trail mix 
(raisins, fish crackers, cereal, m & 
m’s, etc.). Tell him to place three 
items of trail mix in a row on his 
napkin. Explain how each item will 
represent a phoneme or sound in a 
word. Tell him to point to each sound 
as you say a word such as 
“m…a…t”. Tell him to eat the /t/, eat 
the /m/, eat the /a/. Continue the 
activity using different cvc words 
until the trail mix is gone. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles. Your child 
gets to be the teacher and you get 
to eat the sounds! Children learn 
even better when they get to be the 
teacher! 
 
“Yum! It’s fun to snack and 

learn.”  

Lesson 16 
 

I can read and comprehend the 
story, “Tom”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Tom. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Tom (Set 2, Book 4) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is the 
setting? How can you tell? Who is this 
story about? What is his occupation? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can write about a way to 
travel. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about different 
ways to travel. For a writing prompt, 
ask your child to write about his 
favorite way to travel. Encourage 
your child to use spaces between 
words, punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use any letter-
sounds that he hears in words. Write 
the real words under his sentence. 
Then he will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
colorful illustrations and how much 
you loved his story. 
 

 
 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can blend sounds to read 
words. 

 
Objective: To blend sounds to read 
cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: letter cards, black paper, 
chalk, small car 
 
Procedures: Use black construction 
paper and chalk to create a road. 
Line up the letters to form a cvc 
word. Your child will drive the car, 
stopping at each letter, to say the 
sound. Then she will go back to the 
beginning and “zoom” the car along 
quickly to read the word. Repeat 
with different words. This activity 
reinforces left to right progression, 
necessary for reading. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Reverse rolls and your 
child can give you cvc words to 
read. 
 
“Before reading a new library 
book, take a “picture walk” 

through the book to see what the 
story is about.” 
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Lesson 19 
 

I can name letters/sounds and 
record them on a graph. 

 
Objective: To identify letters and 
sounds and record data on a graph. 
(RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: dice, dot stickers, marker, 
chalkboard, chalk 
 
Procedures: Write letters on six dot 
stickers and place them on each 
side of a die. Make a chart with six 
columns on a chalkboard. Your child 
will roll the die and name the 
letter/sound it lands on. Then he will 
write the letter on the chart. Stop the 
activity when one column is filled up. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to count 
and record how many there are of 
each letter. Ask questions such as, 
what letter had the most, the least, 
or the same amount? This is a great 
way to integrate math and reading. 
 
 

 
 

Lesson 20 
 

I can read the story, “Cam”. 
 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Cam. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Cam (Set 2, Book 5) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is the 
setting? How can you tell? Who is this 
story about? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can write about how I stay 
cool. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the different 
ways Cam used to keep cool. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about her favorite way to stay 
cool. Encourage your child to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use any letter-sounds that she hears 
in words. Write the real words under 
her sentence. Then she will illustrate 
her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about the 
cute illustrations and how much you 
loved her good idea of how to stay 
cool. 
 

 
 

 

Lesson 22 
 

I can spell and write words. 
 

Objective: To spell and write cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: sombrero, picture cards, 
wipe-off board, marker, eraser 
 
Procedures: Place several picture 
cards in a sombrero. Your child will 
choose a picture, say what it is and 
write the word on the wipe-off 
board. Continue until all of the words 
have been spelled. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Celebrate this activity 
by dancing to the Mexican Hat 
Dance song! 
 
“You can find new and used 

books inexpensively online.” 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can read sentences. 
 

Objective: To fluently read 
sentences. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, marker, 
candy, bag, tissue, glue, 
construction paper. 
 
Procedures: Write sentences from 
previous books. Tape a piece of 
candy to each sentence strip. Make 
a piñata by gluing tissue to a bag 
and adding features from 
construction paper. Place the 
sentence strips in the bag. Your child 
will choose a sentence strip from the 
piñata and read the sentence. 
Continue until all the sentences have 
been read. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Enjoy a taco night for 
dinner. Then your child can read the 
sentences again and enjoy the 
candy for an after-dinner treat! 
 

 
 

Lesson 24 
 

I can read the story, “Mac”. 
 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Mac. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Mac (Set 2, Book 6) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting in this 
story? Is this someplace you would 
like to be? What is the weather like? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book.  
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can write about a time when 
I got hurt. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about Sam and 
Mac’s mishap and how they 
needed an ice pack. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write about 
a time when he got hurt. Encourage 
your child to use spaces between 
words, punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use any letter-
sounds that he hears in words. Then 
he will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
nice illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed reading his story. 
 
“Writing helps kids learn to 

read.” 

 

Lesson 26 
 

I can figure out a mystery 
word by guessing letters. 

 
Objective: To use decoding skills to 
guess a mystery word. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: metal baking sheet, 
magnet letters, colored tape, brown 
construction paper, scissors 
 
Procedures: Place 10 magnetic 
letters (t, b, c, m, a, p, f, s, h, o) at the 
top of a metal baking sheet. Tape 
three small strips of tape near the 
bottom of the baking sheet. Cut out 
6 coconut shapes. Write a cvc word 
on a piece of paper and place it 
face down so your child does not 
see it. Ask your child to guess a letter. 
If that letter is in the mystery word, 
place it on the correct line. If it is not 
in the mystery word, remove it from 
the cookie sheet and your child loses 
one coconut. Your child will continue 
guessing letters. The goal is for your 
child to figure out the word before 
she loses all of her coconuts! 
Continue with another cvc word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write a 
mystery word for you to guess. 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3)  
 
Materials: brown construction paper, 
scissors, marker, tray, coconut flakes, 
pastry brush 
 
Procedures: Cut out several round 
coconut shapes from brown 
construction paper and write a sight 
word on each. Place on a plastic 
tray. Cover the coconuts with 
coconut flakes. Have your child 
gently brush off each coconut with a 
pastry brush and read the sight 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: You and your child can 
read the uncovered sight words 
again to each other. (Make a 
mistake while reading a word to see 
if you child catches the mistake!) 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 28 
 

I can read fluently. 
 

Objective: To read fluently. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: leis, sunglasses, books from 
Set 2. 
 
Procedures: Give your child 
sunglasses and a lei to wear while 
reading all the books from Set 2 to 
you. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Celebrate your child’s 
success by having a “luau” with 
Hawaiian music, tropical juice drinks, 
pineapple chunks and other 
Hawaiian foods! 
 
                  

 

 

 

Aloha 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can identify d and the /d/ 
sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter d and the 
/d/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: d sandpaper card, large 
letter Dd, bingo dauber or dot stickers 
 
Procedures: Display the letter d 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter d. 
The sound of d is /d/.” (Be careful to say 
only the /d/ sound without adding “uh” 
to it.) Model how letter d is formed. 
Have your child trace letter d on the 
sandpaper card using his index finger. 
While tracing, have your child repeat, 
“d says /d/, d says /d/.” 
 
Make a large letter Dd. Have your child 
use a bingo dauber or dot stickers to 
make dots on it. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter d and the /d/ sound. 

Lesson 2 
 

I can identify g and the /g/ 
sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter g and 
the /g/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: g sandpaper card, paper, 
marker, glitter glue 
 
Procedures: Display the letter g 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter g. 
The sound of g is /g/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /g/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it. Use the hard 
sound of g as in goat, not giraffe.) 
Model how g is formed. Have your 
child trace g on the sandpaper card 
using his index finger. While tracing, 
have your child repeat, “g says /g/, 
g says /g/.” 
 
Print Gg on a sheet of paper and 
have your child draw or trace the 
letters with glitter glue. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter g and the /g/ sound. 
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Lesson 3 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with d and g. 

 
Objective: To review letters d and g 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: letter cards (d, g) and 
picture cards (d, g). 

Procedures: Place letter cards d and 
g on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /d/, she will 
place it beside the d. If it begins with 
/g/, she will place it beside the g. 

 

Conclusion: Ask your child to say the 
letter and pictures in each row from 
left to right. 

 

Lesson 4 

I can identify r and the /r/ 
sound. 
 
Objective: To identify letter r and the 
/r/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: r sandpaper letter, raisins, 
paper plate 
 
Procedures: Display the letter r 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter r. 
The sound of r is /r/.” (Be careful to 
say only the rrrrrrr sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how r is 
formed. Have your child trace r on 
the sandpaper card using her index 
finger. While tracing, have your child 
repeat, “r says /r/, r says /r/.” 
 
Have your child form Rr with raisins 
on a paper plate. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter r and the /r/ sound. 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can identify n and the /n/ 
sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter n and 
the /n/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: n sandpaper letter, letter 
construction paper circles, noodles, 
string 
 
Procedures: Display the letter n 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter n. 
The sound of n is /n/. Demonstrate 
how to say “nnnnnn”.  Model how n 
is formed. Have your child trace n on 
the sandpaper card using his index 
finger. While tracing, have your child 
repeat, “n says /n/, n says /n/.” 
 
Have your child cut out small circles 
and write n’s on them. He can 
punch a hole in them and string 
them, along with noodles, to make a 
necklace. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter n and the /n/ sound. 
 

 

Lesson 6  
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with r and n. 

 
Objective: To review letters r and n 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 

Materials: letter cards (r, n) and 
picture cards (r, n). 

Procedures: Place letter cards r and 
n on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card, one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /r/, she will place 
it beside the r. If it begins with /n/, 
she will place it beside the n. 

 

Conclusion: Have your child say the 
letter and pictures in each row from 
left to right. 
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Lesson 7  

 I can sort pictures that 
begin with d, g, r, n. 

Objective: To review letters (d, g, r, n) 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: four small baskets, letter 
cards (d, g, r, n), picture cards (d, g, 
r, n) 
 
Procedures: Tape a letter card to 
each of the baskets. Place a stack of 
picture cards on the table. Your child 
will choose a card, name the picture 
and place it in the basket that 
corresponds to the beginning sound. 
 

 

Conclusion: After all the cards have 
been placed, your child will name 
each letter and identify the pictures 
in each basket to check her work. 

 

 

 
 

Lesson 8 

I can name letter u and the 

short /ŭ/ sound. 

Objective: To identify letter u and the 
short /ŭ/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter u sandpaper card, 
marker, block of Styrofoam or thick 
cardboard, thumbtacks. 
 
Procedures: Display the letter u 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter u. 
The sound of u is /ŭ/.” (For a visual 
reminder, your child can make a fist 
and gently pound himself in the belly 
while saying /ŭ/.) Explain that letter u 
is a vowel and can make several 
sounds but you will be using the short 
ŭ sound for now. Model how u is 
formed. Have your child trace u on 
the sandpaper card using his index 
finger. While tracing, have your child 
repeat, “u says /ŭ/, u says /ŭ/.” 
 
Write letter u on cardboard or 
styrofoam. Your child will press 
thumbtacks to “trace” letter u. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter u and the /u/ sound. 
 
 



60 
 

Lesson 9 

 I can write letters d, g, r, 
n, and u. 

Objective: To write letters d, g, r, n 
and u using correct letter formation 
and to identify the sounds. (L.K.2) 
 
Materials: salt, Styrofoam tray, 
cinnamon/sugar mixture, letter cards  
(d, g, r, n, u) 
 
Procedures: Spread a thin layer of 
cinnamon and sugar on the bottom 
of a styrofoam tray. Hold up the 
letter n card. Your child will use her 
index finger to form n in the 
cinnamon/sugar while reciting, “n 
says /n/, n says /n/. Your child will 
“erase” the n and continue the 
activity with different letters. Guide 
her hand if necessary to be sure she 
is forming the letters with the correct 
strokes.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will name the 
four letters and sounds. Then enjoy 
some cinnamon and sugar toast 
together! 

 

Lesson 10 
  

I can read words and match 
them to pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and match them to the pictures. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: word cards and picture 
cards (dog, tub, hut, rug, bus, sun) 
 
Procedures: Place the picture cards 
on the table. Give your child a word 
card to decode such as “dog”. Your 
child will sound out the word and 
match it to the picture of a dog. 
Continue until all words have been 
read and matched to their picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Collect the picture 
cards and have your child read the 
word cards again. 
 
“Turn it into a memory game.” 
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Lesson 11 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 
Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: letter lids (t, b, c, m, a, s, h, 
f, o, p, d, g, r, n, u), notecard, dots, 
marker, water bottle lids. 
 
Procedures: Create a moveable 
alphabet with lids. Write letters on 
dot stickers and place them on the 
lids (or write letters directly on the 
lids.) Say cvc words for your child to 
spell on the three lines. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child place 
letter lids on the three lines so that 
you can read the words to her. 
Remind her that all words need a 
vowel so she will need to place letter 
a, o, or u in the middle of each 
word. 

                      
 

 

Lesson 12 
  

I can play a memory game with 
words and pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and to improve memory skills, 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Word cards and picture 
cards (mud, cub, nut, tug, run, nap) 
 
Procedures: Shuffle the word cards 
and picture cards together and 
place them face down on the table. 
Your child and you will take turns 
turning over two cards at a time. 
Your child will read any word cards 
that are turned over. If a word card 
matches a picture card, the cards 
are left facing up. If the cards do not 
match, they are turned face down 
again. Continue until all of the cards 
have been correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words. 
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Lesson 13 
  

I can read the sight word, 
“stop”. 

 
Objective: To identify the sight word, 
stop. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Sight word card “stop”, 
red construction paper, scissors, 
white chalk, paint stick, tape 
 
Procedures: Show your child the sight 
word card, stop. Have her identify 
and trace the letters. Draw a stop 
sign shape on red construction 
paper. Your child will cut out the 
shape and copy the word STOP on 
the sign. Tape a paint stick to the 
back of the sign. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Do various movements 
with your child such as hop, skip, 
dance, march, and so on. When you 
say “stop”, you both will stop and 
she will hold up her stop sign.  
 

 

Lesson 14  
 

I can read sentences. 
 
Objective: To fluently read a 
sentence and match it to a 
corresponding picture. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Sentence strips, marker, 
picture cards. 
 
Procedures: Write several sentences 
on sentence strips using the familiar 
letter sounds and sight words. 
Examples: 
 
I see a cub.  
The dog is mad. 
The sun is hot. 
The fog is bad. 
The cat can not hop. 
I am not sad. 
 
Place picture cards on the table. 
Your child will read a sentence and 
match it to the picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Remove the pictures 
and your child will read each 
sentence again. 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can read the story, “Hop, 
Don, Hop”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Hop, Don, Hop! (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Hop, Don, Hop (Set 3, 
Book 1) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Who are the characters? 
What is the weather like? Why is the 
little boy wearing a snowsuit? Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about winter. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the setting of 
the story and what Don liked to do in 
the snow. Discuss winter activities. For 
a writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about her favorite thing to do 
in winter. Encourage your child to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Then she will 
illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
pretty illustrations and how much 
you enjoyed reading her story.  
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Lesson 17 
 

I can segment words by 
hopping. 

 
Objective: To segment words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: colored circle cut-outs 
 
Procedures: Cut out three large 
circles from colored poster board. 
Place them in a row. Say a word 
such as “mud”. Your child will 
segment the word saying one sound 
at a time as he hops on each circle. 
(m…u…d) This is a fun outdoor 
activity, especially in the snow! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles. Have your 
child say words for you to segment 
and hop! 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read sight words. (up, 
had, and, but) 

 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, shaving 
cream, plastic tray, white paper, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Your child will actually 
be able to sound out these sight 
words even though they are 
considered high-frequency words. 
Using word cards, teach your child 
to memorize the sight words: up, 
had, and, but) Have your child copy 
the words in shaving cream while 
saying them. 
 
On sheets of white paper, write sight 
words. Crumple the sheets of paper 
into balls and have a “snowball 
fight” with your child. When you say 
freeze, your child will pick up a 
snowball, un-crumple it and read the 
sight word. Then continue the 
snowball fight until all of the words 
have been read. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
new sight word cards again. 
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Lesson 19 
 

I can read the story, “The 
Cub”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Cub! 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Cub (Set 3, Book 2) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story?  What is the weather like? Do 
the polar bears look happy or sad? 
How can you tell they are a family? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about polar 
bears. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about polar bears with your child 
and discuss polar bear facts. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a scientific fact about a polar 
bear and its habitat. Encourage your 
child to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Then she will 
illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cool illustrations and how you 
enjoyed learning about polar bears 
with her. 
 

“Give your child 
encouragement.” 

 



66 
 

Lesson 21 
 

I can rhyme words. 
 

Objective: To match pictures that 
rhyme. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: white paper, scissors, glue, 
pairs of rhyming pictures 
 
Procedures: Fold and cut paper with 
your child to make snowflakes. Glue 
a picture to each snowflake. Have 
your child name the pictures and 
find the pairs that rhyme. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After all the pictures 
have been matched, say the pairs 
of rhymes together with your child. 
 
“Help your child categorize 
books by fiction or non-

fiction!” 
 

 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can match pictures to their 
word family. 

 
Objective: To identify word families. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: picture cards, notecards, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Write word families on 
notecards such as, __un, __ub,  __ut,  
__ug, __ag, __og, __ot. Place the 
word family cards in a row. Your 
child will choose a picture card, say 
the word and match it to the correct 
word family. Continue until all the 
pictures have been placed. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will identify 
each word family and the pictures 
that belong with it. See if she notices 
how the words in each family rhyme! 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can read the story, “Dot”.  
 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Dot! (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Dot (Set 3, Book 3) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? Who is the main character? 
Can you describe the penguin? 
What is the weather like? Why do 
you think the penguin is called Dot? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, take time to 
discuss the illustrations, characters 
and plot. Have your child respond to 
the story by making comparisons 
and predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE  
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about penguins. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about penguins with your child and 
discuss penguin facts. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a 
scientific fact about a penguin and 
its habitat. Encourage your child to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Then she will 
illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
beautiful illustrations and how you 
enjoyed learning about penguins. 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can blend sounds to read 
words. 

 
Objective: To blend sounds to read 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: wipe-off board, marker, 
eraser, penguin clipart, popsicle 
stick, tape 
 
Procedures: Tape a small penguin 
cut-out to a stick. On a wipe-off 
board, draw a “cliff.” Write the letters 
of a cvc word such as “fog” down 
the side of the cliff. Have your child 
use the penguin to touch each letter 
and blend the sounds to read the 
word. Then repeat with different 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
cvc words for you to blend!  

 

Lesson 26 
 

I can identify 15 letters. 
 

Objective: To identify letters a, b, c, 
d, f, g, h, m, n, o, p, r, s, t, u (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: white playdough, sharpie, 
cookie sheet, hammer 
 
Procedures: Make balls of white 
playdough and place them on a 
cookie sheet. Write a letter on each 
ball. Give your child a hammer. Say 
a letter and he will “smash” the ball 
that has the letter. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will say the 
name and sound of each letter. 
 
“Who knew learning to read 
could be so much fun!” 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can read the story, “The 
Pup”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Pup! 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Pup (Set 3, Book 4) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? Who are the characters? 
How might they be related? What 
kind of animal are they? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE activity 
sheet for this book from our website. 

Lesson 28 
 

I can write about seals. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about seals with your child and 
discuss seal facts. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a 
scientific fact about a seal and its 
habitat. Encourage your child to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Then he will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you liked 
learning seal facts. 
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Lesson 29 
 

I can segment words and blend 
the sounds. 

 
Objective: To segment words into 
their individual phonemes and blend 
them again to say the word. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: gum band  
 
Procedures: Give your child a gum 
band. Say a word such as “cut”. 
Have your child stretch the gum 
band while saying each sound in the 
word /c/ /ŭ/ /t/. Then your child will 
release one end of the gum band as 
she repeats the word. Try again with 
different words. Be prepared for 
some screams and giggles as the 
gum band is released! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child be the 
teacher and she will tell you cvc 
words to “stretch” out. 
 

“Simple activities can be 
very enjoyable.” 

 

 
 

Lesson 30 
 

I can read sight words and 
use my memory to tell what’s 

missing. 
 

Objective: To identify sight words 
and which one gets taken away. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards 
 
Procedures: Place six sight word 
cards on the table face. Ask your 
child to read the words. Then have 
your child close her eyes or turn 
around while you remove a card. 
She will look at the cards again and 
tell you which sight word is missing. 
Return the missing card and play 
again. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
sight words again. Then reverse roles. 
She will remove a card for you to tell 
what’s missing. 
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Lesson 31 
 

I can read the story, “The 
Bad Dog”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Bad Dog! 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Bad Dog (Set 3 Book 5) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Describe the 
setting. Who is this story about? Does 
he look like a bad dog? What do 
you think he will do to get into 
trouble? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 32 
 

I can write about sled dogs. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about sled dogs with your child and 
discuss sled dog facts. Take out your 
child’s journal and a pencil. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a scientific fact about a sled 
dog and its habitat. Encourage your 
child to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Then he will 
illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about the 
awesome illustrations and how you 
enjoyed his non-fiction story about 
sled dogs. 
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Lesson 33 
 

I can write uppercase and 
lowercase letters. 

 
Objective: To write uppercase and 
lowercase letters. (L.K.1) 
 
Materials: letter cards, large 
styrofoam tray, chocolate pudding 
 
Procedures: Spread a thin layer of 
chocolate pudding on a plate. 
Pretend the pudding is the mud from 
the story The Bad Dog. “Draw” a line 
down the middle to divide the tray 
into two sections. Show your child 
letter cards such as Dd. Your child 
will say the letters and write them in 
the pudding, using his index finger. 
Make sure he is using the proper 
strokes as he writes. Have him 
“erase” the letters and continue with 
different ones. For extra fun, allow an 
occasional lick!  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After the materials have 
been cleaned up and hands 
washed, have your child sort the 
letter cards into two piles of 
uppercase and lowercase. 

Lesson 34 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: poster board, markers, 
clipart, scissors, glue, dice, game 
pieces (small plastic dogs, pebbles, 
buttons, etc.) 
 
Procedures: Create a board game 
using a sheet of poster board and 
markers. Glue Arctic clipart to 
decorate. You and your child will 
have a dogsled race. Take turns 
rolling the die and reading the cvc 
words to see who reaches the finish 
line first! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child point to 
each word on the game board and 
read them to you. Then go sled 
riding together if weather permits.  
 
“Do not take books into the 
tub.”     

 

https://www.facebook.com/HalfPintKids/photos/a.720642257955428.1073741826.143395312346795/755057811180539/?type=1&relevant_count=1
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Lesson 35 
 

I can read the story, “The 
Dad”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Dad! 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Dad (Set 3, Book 6) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title this story? Where does it take 
place? Who are the characters? 
What are they doing? Do you think 
they are related? How? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 36 
 

I can write about a walrus. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about walruses with your child and 
discuss walrus facts. Take out your 
child’s journal and a pencil. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a scientific fact about a walrus 
and its habitat. Encourage your child 
to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Then she will 
illustrate her story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about the fun 
illustrations and how you enjoyed 
learning about the walrus from her 
non-fiction story. 
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Lesson 37 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: fish cut-outs, metal paper 
clips, marker, stick, string, magnet, 
white poster board, blue construction 
paper, scissors 
 
Procedures: Cut our several fish 
shapes and attach a paper clip. Write 
a sight word on each. Tie a string to a 
stick and a magnet to create a fishing 
pole. Create a pretend “fishing hole” 
on ice with white and blue paper. 
Place the fish in the “water” and your 
child will catch them. As each fish is 
caught, he will read the sight word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read all of 
the sight words on the fish. 
 

Lesson 38 
 

I can read a sentence and           
act it out! 

 
Objective: To fluently read a 
sentence and perform the action. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, marker 
 
Procedures: Write sentences on strips 
of paper.  Explain to your child that 
sentences have nouns (person, 
place, or thing) and a verb (action 
word). Your child will choose a 
sentence strip, read the sentence 
and act out the verb.  
 
Examples: I can hug.  
  I can nap. 
  I can run. 
  I can tap. 
  I can hop. 
  I can mop. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: You can perform an 
action word and your child will find 
the sentence that matches your 
action. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. (has, 
like) (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, magna 
doodle 
 
Procedures: Tell your child he is going 
to learn two more sight words. These 
are words that are to be memorized 
by how they look. Give your child a 
magna doodle to write on. Hold up 
the sight word card, “has” and read 
it to your child. Your child will copy 
the word on the magna doodle 
while repeating the word. Follow the 
same procedure for the word “like.” 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
new sight word cards again. Ask your 
child to use each sight word in a 
sentence. 

 

Lesson 2 
 

I can read the story, “The 
Hut”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Hut. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Hut (Set 4, Book 1) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Who is the main character? 
Why is the boy dressed like that? 
What is he standing in front of? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 3 
 

I can write about jungles. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the jungles 
and savannas of Africa. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write about 
something she might see in the 
jungle or on the savannas. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Then she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
awesome illustrations and how you 
loved reading her jungle story. 
 

 
 

Lesson 4 
 

I can find words to read 
while on a jungle safari. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: tissue rolls, paint, stickers, 
string, stapler, stuffed animals, word 
cards 
 
Procedures: Your child can create a 
pair of binoculars by painting two 
bathroom tissue rolls. When dry, 
staple together, add stickers and a 
string. Place stuffed animals around 
the room with word cards. Your child 
will use her binoculars to spot the 
animals and read the words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will gather the 
word cards and read them again. 
 
“Safari hunts make reading 

fun!” 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HalfPintKids/photos/a.720642257955428.1073741826.143395312346795/765295856823401/?type=1&relevant_count=1
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Lesson 5 
 

I can match upper and 
lowercase letters.  

 
Objective: To match upper and 
lowercase letters. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: large picture or coloring 
page, marker, dot stickers  
 
Procedures: Write uppercase letters 
randomly on a large jungle animal 
poster or coloring book page. Write 
lowercase letters on dot stickers. 
Your child will place the dot stickers 
on the matching letters. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child name 
each letter and a word that begins 
with that sound. 
 
“Look at books with clean 
hands.” 
  

 
 

Lesson 6 
 

I can read the story, “Run!” 
 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Run! (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Run! (Set 4, Book 2) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? What is the climate like 
there? Who is this story about? 
Describe the lion. Based on the title, 
what do you think will happen in this 
story? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

  
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 7 
 

I can write about lions. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Research some facts 
together about lions online or by 
reading non-fiction books or zoo 
animal magazines. Ask your child to 
describe the lion in his journal. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Then he will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
wonderful illustrations and how you 
enjoyed researching lions together. 
 

“It’s okay if words are 
spelled incorrectly for now.” 

 

 

Lesson 8 
 

I can match objects to their 
beginning letter sound. 

 
Objective: To match objects to their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: colorful bins from a dollar 
store, letter cards, tape, objects 
 
Procedures: Purchase several 
colorful plastic bins from a dollar 
store. Tape a letter card to each bin. 
Take learning outdoors! At one end 
of the yard, place the bins. At the 
other end, place a box of objects 
(three for each letter that are safe to 
run with). These items could be: a 
block, book, ball, sock, slipper, 
sandal, glove, gorilla, gum, and so 
on. Your child will choose an object 
from the box, run to place it in the 
correct bin and run back again to 
choose another object. Continue 
until the box is empty. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Check the bins with your 
child to see if each item was placed 
in the correct bin. 
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Lesson 9 
 

I can identify letters. 
 
Objective: To identify letters. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: blank bingo cards, 
crayons, letter tiles, buttons 
 
Procedures: Create bingo cards and 
write a letter in each square. Fill a 
basket with letters tiles. Play bingo 
with your child. Take turns pulling a 
letter from the basket. Say the letter 
and use buttons to cover the letters 
as they are called. Whoever fills a 
row first wins bingo!  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to name 
the letters on his bingo card. You 
could play again only this time, use 
pictures instead of letters. Buttons will 
be placed on the beginning sounds. 
 

“Ask a grandparent to read              
to your child!” 

 

Lesson 10 
 

I can read the story, “Tubs”. 
 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Tubs! (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Tubs (Set 4, Book 3) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does it 
take place? Who is the main 
character? Describe the elephant. 
What do you think is the elephant’s 
name? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 11 
 

I can write about elephants. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
research elephants with non-fiction 
books. Talk about various elephant 
facts. For a writing prompt, ask your 
child to write a fact about an 
elephant. Encourage your child to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Then she will 
illustrate her story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
excellent illustrations and how you 
liked reading her non-fiction story. 
 

 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write cvc words. 
 

Objective: To write cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: large styrofoam tray, 
peanut butter, peanut butter 
cookies 
 
Procedures: Spread a thin layer of 
peanut butter* on the tray. Say a 
word such as “nut”. Your child will 
identify the beginning, middle and 
ending sounds to spell the word in 
the peanut butter using her index 
finger. Monitor your child as she 
writes her letters to be sure she is 
using the correct formation. “Erase” 
and continue with different words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child write her 
favorite word and then enjoy peanut 
butter cookies for a snack! Better 
yet, follow a recipe together to 
make the cookies from scratch!  
 
*Of course, use something other 
than peanut butter if your child has a 
peanut allergy!! 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: brown construction paper, 
scissors, marker, spray bottle, water, 
small stuffed elephant, rubber band 
 

Procedures: Make peanut shaped 
cut-outs out of brown construction 
paper. Write a sight word on each. 
Spread out the peanuts on the floor 
or on the ground outside. Fill a spray 
bottle with water and attach a small 
stuffed elephant to the nozzle with a 
rubber band. Say a sight word. Your 
child must find the peanut with that 
sight word. For extra giggles, let the 
elephant give your child a quick 
squirt from time to time while he is 
looking for a peanut! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each peanut sight word again and 
then enjoy peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for lunch! 
 

                      

Lesson 14 
 

I can read the story, “Mud”. 
 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Mud. (Set 4, 
Book 4) 
 
Materials: Mud  
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Who is the main character? 
Describe the crocodile’s situation. 
What do you think is going to 
happen in this story? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can write about crocodiles. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
research alligators and crocodiles 
with non-fiction books. Compare the 
two reptiles. For a writing prompt, ask 
your child to write a fact about an 
alligator or a crocodile. Encourage 
your child to use spaces between 
words, punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Then he will 
illustrate his story. Write the actual 
words under his sentence. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
neat illustrations and how you 
learned something about crocodiles. 
 

 
 

Lesson 16 
 

I can spell words with 
letters! 

 
Objective: To spell cvc words using 
plastic letters. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: tub of dirt, plastic letters, 
small shovel or rake 
 
Procedures: Fill a small tub with dirt. 
Bury plastic letters in the dirt. Your 
child will dig for the letters. When all 
of the letters have been found, ask 
your child to spell cvc words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child use the 
letters to spell words for you to read. 
Then, if you are brave enough, add 
water to the tub of dirt to make mud 
pies together!  
 

“Spelling cvc words is 
helpful in learning to read!” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can distinguish between 
real and nonsense words. 

 
Objective: To distinguish between 
real and nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: plastic dishwasher soap 
container, green construction paper, 
egg carton, cotton balls, orange dot 
stickers, black marker, real and 
nonsense word cards. 
 
Procedures: Create a crocodile with 
the plastic container and art 
materials. Place the cards in the bin. 
  
Chant: “Crocodile, crocodile, by the           
lake! Did you eat a real word or was it 
fake?” 
 
Your child will pull out a word card, 
read it and tell you if it is a real word 
or a nonsense word.  
 

  
 

Conclusion: When the bin is empty, 
your child will count the real and 
nonsense words to see which pile 
has more/less. 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read the story, The 
Pop! 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Pop. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Pop(Set 4, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Who is the main character? 
What is the monkey holding? Where 
do you think he got the can of pop? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 19 
 

I can write about monkeys. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the bad 
monkey in the story and what he 
could have done differently to be a 
good friend. For a writing prompt, 
ask your child to write a story about 
a nice monkey. Encourage your 
child to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Then she will 
illustrate her story. Keep the journal in 
a safe place for her next story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how you loved 
her nice monkey story. 

 
 
 

 
 

Lesson 20 
 

I can sequence sentences to 
retell a story. 

 
Objective: To sequence sentences 
to retell a story. (RL.K.2) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, marker 
 
Procedures: Write sentences from 
the story on sentence strips. Do not 
number them. Mix up the sentences. 
Your child will read the sentences 
and put them in order to retell the 
story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When finished, your 
child can number the sentences and 
retell the story again.  

 
“Go on a picnic and bring 

books to read under a shady 
tree!” 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can create a new word by 
changing one letter sound. 

 
Objective: To create a new word by 
changing one letter sound. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Chicka Chicka Boom 
Boom by Bill Martin JR. and John 
Archambault, brown and green 
construction paper, scissors, glue, 
letters, notecard, marker 
 
Procedures: Read the book, Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom to your child. 
Make a palm tree out of 
construction paper. Place letters on 
the tree. At the bottom of the tree, 
place a notecard with three lines. 
Tell your child to spell mud. Then say 
change mud to mad by changing 
one letter. Then change mad to 
bad, bad to bat, bat to cat, cat to 
cut, cut to rut, rut to run, and so on. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When finished, plan to 
read the story again, as your child is 
SURE to ask! 
 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can read the story, “The 
Nap”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Nap. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Nap (Set 4, Book 6) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? Who is the main character? 
What is the hippo doing? How do 
you know he is sleeping? Do you 
think someone will wake him up? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can write about my favorite 
bedtime toy. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the places 
where the hippo took his nap. For a 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a story about his favorite toy to 
sleep with. Encourage your child to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the 
correct words under his sentence. 
Then he will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his fun 
illustrations and how you loved 
reading his story. 

 
 

 
 

 

Lesson 24 
 

I can remember what I have 
read! 

 
Objective: To remember the events 
of a story. (RL.K.3) 
 
Materials: notepad, gel pen 
 
Procedures: Children love to write in 
notepads with a gel pen. After 
reading the story, ask your child to list 
from memory all the places the 
hippo liked to nap. If she cannot 
remember all six places, she may 
refer back to the story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Find a comfy place for 
you and your child to read all the 
books from Jungle Safari, Set 4. You 
may even want to take a nap 
yourselves!  
 
“Where is your favorite spot 
to read and nap?” 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 
Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: small smooth stones or 
pebbles, small bin or basket, sharpie 
 
Procedures: Write a letter on each 
stone and place them in a bin. Your 
child will use the stones to see how 
many different words she can form 
with the letters. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When no more words 
can be formed, your child will read 
each word to you.  
 
“While reading to your child, 
use different voices for the 

characters.” 
 

 

 
 

Lesson 26 
 

I can unscramble sentences! 
 
Objective: To put words in order to 
make sentences. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: strips of colored paper, 
marker, scissors, envelopes. 
 
Procedures: Create sentences on 
strips of paper. Cut each sentence 
apart and place the words in an 
envelope. Your child will choose an 
envelope and unscramble the 
sentence. Remind him that the 
capital letter goes at the beginning 
of the sentence and the 
punctuation goes at the end. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After all of the 
sentences have been unscrambled, 
your child will read each one to you. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can identify letter j and 
the /j/ sound. 

 

Objective: To identify letter j and the 
/j/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter j sandpaper card, 
colored notecards, marker 
 
Procedures: Display the letter j 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter j. 
The sound of j is /j/.” (Be careful to say 
only the /j/ sound without adding “uh” 
to it.) Model how j is formed. Have 
your child trace j on the sandpaper 
card using his index finger. While 
tracing, have your child repeat, “j says 
/j/, j says /j/.” 
 
Draw j on notecards and place them 
in a trail. Your child will follow the trail 
by jumping on the cards. Make the 
trail end in the kitchen where a snack 
of jello jigglers and juice is waiting! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter j and the /j/ sound. 

Lesson 2 
 

I can identify letter l and 
the /l/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter l and the 
/l/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter l sandpaper card, 
legos, lego mat 
 
Procedures: Display the letter l 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter l. 
The sound of l is /l/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /l/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how she 
will stick out her tongue a little for the 
/l/ sound. Model how l is formed. 
Have your child trace letter l on the 
sandpaper card using his index 
finger. While tracing, have your child 
repeat, “l says /l/, l says /l/.” 
 
Give your child a basket of legos 
and a lego mat. Have your child 
make L and l with the legos. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter l and the /l/ sound. Then enjoy 
playing with the legos together! 
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Lesson 3 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with j and l. 

 
Objective: To review letters j and l 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: letter cards (j, l) and 
picture cards (j, l). 
 

Procedures: Place letter cards j and l 
on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /j/, she will place 
it beside the j. If it begins with /l/, she 
will place it beside the l.  
 

 

Conclusion: Your child will name the 
letters and pictures in each row from 
left to right. 

“Buy some fresh veggies for 
tomorrow’s lesson.” 

 

Lesson 4 
 

I can identify letter v and 
the /v/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter v and the 
/v/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter v sandpaper card, 
vegetables, knife, large paper, paint 
 
Procedures: Display the letter v 
sandpaper card. Say. “This is letter v. 
The sound of v is /v/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /v/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how letter 
v is formed. Have your child trace 
letter v on the sandpaper card using 
his index finger. While tracing, your 
child will repeat, “v says /v/, v says 
/v/.” 
 
Slice vegetables in half. Your child 
will paint a thin layer of paint on the 
cut side of the vegetables and press 
them on the paper to make 
vegetable prints.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter v and the /v/ sound. Then 
create a veggie salad together for 
lunch! 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can identify letter x and 
the /x/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter x and the 
/x/ sound. (RF.K. 1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter x sandpaper card, 
chalk board, chalk, eraser 
 
Procedures: Display the letter x 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter x. 
The sound of x is /x/.” Show your 
child how to make the /x/ sound by 
saying “ks”. Give several examples of 
words that end with x. (box, mix, fax, 
T-Rex, tux, six, fix) Model how letter x 
is formed. Have your child trace 
letter x on the sandpaper card using 
his index finger. While tracing, your 
child will repeat, “x says /x/, x says 
/x/.” 
 
On a small chalkboard, model how 
to start in one corner and make a 
slanted line down to reach the 
opposite bottom corner. Then make 
the second line slanting the other 
direction to form x. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter x and the /x/ sound. 
 

Lesson 6  

I can sort pictures that 
begin with v or end with x. 

 
Objective: To review letters v and x 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning or ending sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter cards (v, x) and 
picture cards (v, x). 
 
Procedures: Place letter cards v and 
x on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /v/, she will place 
it beside the v. If it ends with /x/, she 
will place it beside the x. 
 

 

Conclusion: When all the cards have 
been placed in their correct rows, 
have your child name the letters and 
the pictures in each row from left to 
right. 
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Lesson 7 

I can name letter i and the 

short /ĭ/ sound! 

Objective: To identify letter i and the 
short /ĭ/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter i sandpaper card, 
green Play-doh 
 
Procedures: Display the letter i 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter i. 
The sound of letter i is /ĭ/.” (For a 
visual reminder, he will touch his nose 
and scrunch it up as if to say “icky”.) 
Explain that i is a vowel and can 
make several sounds but you will be 
using the short ĭ sound for now. 
Model how i is formed. Have your 
child trace i on the sandpaper card 
using her index finger. While tracing, 
your child will repeat, “i says /ĭ/, i says 
/ĭ/.” 
 
Give your child green Play-Doh to 
form i. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
i and the /ĭ/ sound. For extra fun, use 
the Play-Doh to make inchworms 
with your child!  

 

Lesson 8 
 

 I can write letters j, l, v, 
x and i. 

Objective: To write letters j, l, v, x and 
i using correct letter formation and 
to identify the sounds. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: box of dry Jello mix, letter 
cards (j, l, v, x, i) 
 
Procedures: Spread a layer of dry 
jello mix on a tray. Hold up the letter j 
card. Your child will use his index 
finger to form j in the jello while 
reciting, “j says /j/, j says /j/. Your 
child will “erase” the j and continue 
the activity with different letters. 
Guide your child if necessary to be 
sure he is forming the letters with the 
correct strokes.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will name the 
five letters and sounds. 
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Lesson 9 

I can read words and match 
them to pictures. 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and match them to the pictures. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: word cards and picture 
cards  
 
Procedures: Place the picture cards 
on the table. Give your child a word 
card to decode such as “fox”. Your 
child will sound out the word and 
match it to the picture of a fox. 
Continue until all words have been 
read and matched to their picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Collect the picture 
cards and have your child read the 
word cards again. 
 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 10 

I can spell cvc words. 
 
Objective: To segment words and 
spell them with letter tiles. (RF.K2) 
 
Materials: letter tiles, picture cards.  
 
Procedures: Place several cvc 
picture cards on the table. Give your 
child a basket of letter tiles and ask 
her to spell out the words. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Remove the pictures 
and have your child read the words. 
 
“Choose books where the words 
are lyrics to familiar songs 
and sing along with your 
child.” 
 

 
 



93 
 

Lesson 11 

I can play a memory game with 
words and pictures! 

 
Objective: To decode three letter 
words and to improve memory skills, 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Word cards and picture 
cards. 
 
Procedures: Shuffle the word cards 
and picture cards together and 
place them face down on the table. 
Your child and you will take turns 
turning over two cards at a time. 
Your child will read any word cards 
that are turned over. If a word card 
matches a picture card, the cards 
are left facing up. If the cards do not 
match, they are turned face down 
again. Continue until all of the cards 
have been correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the cvc words. 
 
 

 

Lesson 12 

I can read sight words!                   
(we, will, me) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words, 
we, will, me. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Sight word cards, sand 
tray. 
 
Procedures: Remind your child that 
some words are called sight words or 
high-frequency words. Some of the 
sight words are easy to decode but 
often they are not decodable. So it is 
best to learn these words from 
memory based upon how they look. 
Sight words appear frequently in 
what we are reading. So in order to 
read fluently, these words should be 
practiced and memorized.  Using 
word cards, teach your child to 
memorize the sight words: we, will, 
me. Have your child copy the words 
in a tray of sand while saying them. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
three sight words on the word cards. 
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Lesson 13 

I can read sentences! 
 
Objective: To fluently read a 
sentence and match it to a 
corresponding picture. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Sentence strips, marker, 
picture cards. 
 
Procedures: Write several sentences 
on sentence strips using the familiar 
letter sounds and sight words. 
Examples: 
 
We like to hug. 
The man can jog. 
The cub got in a jug. 
I see a van. 
I like to mix. 
We sat in a bin. 
 
Place picture cards on the table. 
Your child will read a sentence and 
match it to the picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Remove the pictures 
and you child will read each 
sentence again. 
 

Lesson 14 

I can read the story, “The 
Hug”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Hug. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Hug (Set 5, Book 1) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as: What is the title? 
Where does this story take place? 
Who are the characters? For what 
type of climate are they dressed? 
Where might they live? What do you 
think their relationship is to each 
other? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can write about my favorite 
activity. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the activities 
that the natives liked to perform. For 
a writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about her favorite activity. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the correct words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
delightful illustrations and how you 
loved reading her story. 
 

 
 

Lesson 16 

I can blend onset and rimes! 
 
Objective: To blend onset and rimes. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Large dice, gallon-size zip lock 
bags, oak tag, scissors, marker, clear 
tape, 12 x 12 x 12 inch shipping boxes, 
contact paper  
 
Procedures: Create two over-sized dice 
with 12 x12 x 12 inch shipping boxes. 
Tape the boxes closed and cover with 
contact paper. Tape a gallon size Ziploc 
bag to each side. Cut oak tag squares 
so that they will just fit into the Ziploc 
bags. Write a letter on each square for 
one die and a word family on each 
square for the other die. Place the 
squares in the zip lock bags and seal 
them. (By using a re-sealable bag, you 
can change out the letters and word 
family cards.) You and your child will roll 
the dice and read the words that are 
formed.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: For extra fun list the words 
on a large wipe-off board under “real” 
or “nonsense” words. Count the words 
to see which list is longer. 
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Lesson 17 

I can match uppercase and 
lowercase letters! 

 
Objective: To match uppercase and 
lowercase letters. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: clothesline, clothespins, 
colored construction paper, marker, 
scissors 
 
Procedures: Make shirt cut-outs and 
write uppercase letters on them. 
Write lowercase letters on the 
clothespins. Your child will hang the 
shirts on the clothes line by matching 
the letters. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will name 
each letter and say each letter 
sound. Then have fun folding your 
“real” laundry together!  
 
“Rhyming books are loads of 

fun!” 

 

Lesson 18 

I can read the story, “The Bad 
Cub”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Bad Cub. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Bad Cub (Set 5, Book 2) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as: What is the title of 
this story? What is the setting? Who is 
the book about? Judging from the 
title, what do you think this story is 
about? How might the cub 
misbehave?  Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 19 
 

I can write about tigers. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
research tigers with non-fiction 
books. Talk about various tiger facts. 
For a writing prompt, ask your child 
to write a fact about a tiger. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words.  
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about the 
terrific illustrations and how you liked 
his tiger facts. 

 

Lesson 20 

I can hear if a sound comes 
at the beginning, the middle 

or the end of a word. 
 

Objective: To isolate individual 
phonemes in cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: notecard, red, blue and 
green markers, animal cookies 
 
Procedures: Draw three lines in a row 
on a notecard, red, blue and green. 
Say a word such as bin. Then say a 
sound /ĭ/. Your child will place an 
animal cookie on the blue line 
because /ĭ/ is in the middle of the 
word. Then say /n/ and he will move 
his animal to the green line and so 
on. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child be the 
teacher while you move the animal 
cracker. Then enjoy a snack of 
animal cookies and milk together! 
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Lesson 21 

I can read sight words! 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: brown and green 
construction paper, marker, scissors, 
glue, small tiger cub clipart 
 
Procedures: To play “Where is the 
Cub?” create five jungle trees with 
brown and green construction 
paper and write a sight word on 
each. Create a small tiger cub with 
clipart, small enough to hide behind 
a tree. Ask your child to cover his 
eyes while you hide the cub. Then 
ask him to uncover his eyes. You will 
chant: “Little cub behind a tree, do 
you have a word for me?” Your child 
will guess a sight word and see if the 
cub is hiding there.  He will continue 
guessing until the cub is found. Hide 
the cub again and the game 
continues. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child hide the 
cub for you to find. When finished 
playing, have your child read all the 
sight words again. 

Lesson 22 

I can read, the story, “The 
Log”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Log. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Log (Set 5, Book 3) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as: What is the title of 
this story? What is the setting? What 
do you see on the cover? How many 
ants are there?  Where do the ants 
live?  Turn to the inside front cover to 
read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can write a number 
sentence. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how the 
anteater liked to eat ants and how 
he counted them. For this writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a 
number sentence about how many 
ants her anteater sees. Encourage 
your child to use spaces between 
words, punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story with the 
same number of ants as her 
sentence.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about the 
excellent illustrations and how you 
liked her number story. 
 
 

Lesson 24 

I can guess an object by 
feeling it and then match it 
to its beginning letter-

sound! 
 

Objective: To identify objects by the 
sense of touch and to identify 
beginning sounds. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: small objects, sock, small 
plastic storage container, letters 
 
Procedures: Place a small plastic 
storage container in the bottom of a 
sock. Fill the container with small 
objects. Your child will reach into the 
“feely sock” and guess what the 
object is by using his sense of touch. 
Then he will remove the object to 
see if he is correct and place it by 
the beginning letter sound. Continue 
until the container is empty. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child name 
the row of objects and each 
beginning sound. 
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Lesson 25 

I can listen for words in a 
sentence! 

 
Objective: To locate words in a 
sentence. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: brown construction paper, 
scissors, marker, plastic ant 
 
Procedures: Cut out a log shape and 
draw four lines in a row to represent 
words in a sentence. You will say a 
sentence that has four words such 
as, “We like to run.” Then say one of 
the words in the sentence, “like” 
Your child will place the ant on the 
second line because “like” is the 
second word in the sentence. 
Continue with another word in the 
sentence, “run”. Your child will move 
the ant to the fourth line and so on. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child make up a 
sentence with four words. You will 
listen and move the ant. Then enjoy 
a snack together of “ants on a log.” 
(Spread peanut butter or cream 
cheese on celery and add raisins for 
ants.) 

                          

Lesson 26 

I can read the story, “The 
Bad Bug”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Bad Bug. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Bad Bug (Set 5, Book 4) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as: What is the title? 
Where does this story take place? 
Who are the characters in this book? 
What kind of animal is on the cover? 
Where do pandas live? Does the 
bug look friendly? Why not? Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can write about pandas. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
research pandas with non-fiction 
books. Talk about various panda 
facts. For a writing prompt, ask your 
child to write a fact about a panda. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how his panda 
story was interesting. 
 

 

Lesson 28 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To fluently read sight 
words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: bin, shredded paper, 
sharpie, plastic bugs, paper 
 
Procedures: Purchase a few bags of 
plastic bugs at the dollar store. Use a 
sharpie to write a sight word on each 
bug. Also write sight words on a 
sheet of paper. Hide the bugs with 
shredded paper in a bin. Your child 
will find a bug, read the sight word 
and match it to the word on the 
paper. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When all the bugs have 
been found, your child will read 
each sight word and use it in a 
sentence. Then enjoy a snack of 
“dirt”. (Sprinkle chocolate cookie 
crumbs over a chocolate pudding 
cup and add a gummy worm!)  
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Lesson 29 

I can count phonemes in 
words. 

 
Objective: To hear and count 
individual phonemes in words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: 4 plastic bugs, four-block 
grid 
 
Procedures: Explain to your child 
how each bug will represent a 
phoneme (sound) in a word. Say a 
word such as “at”. “At” has two 
sounds so your child will place a bug 
in two of the squares. Say a different 
word such as “flag,” There are four 
sounds in flag so your child will cover 
four squares with a bug. Continue 
with various words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles and play 
the game again! Being the teacher 
really helps your child to think! 
 
“Number books are great for 
teaching numbers and 
counting!” 

 

Lesson 30 
 

I can read the story, “I Will 
Hop”, 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, I Will Hop! 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: I Will Hop (Set 5, Book 5) 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to tell you 
about the cover of the book. Ask 
questions such as: What is the title? 
Where does this story take place? 
Why do you think the setting is in 
Australia? Who is the main 
character? What is she doing? How 
can you tell that she is hopping? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 31 
 

I can write about kangaroos. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read non-fiction books 
about kangaroos with your child and 
talk about kangaroo facts. For this 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a fact about a kangaroo. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words.  
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.    
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
nice illustrations and how you liked 
her kangaroo fact. 
 

 

Lesson 32 

I can divide words into 
syllables. 

 
Objective: To segment and blend 
phonemes. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: small kangaroo clipart, 
tongue depressor or popsicle stick, 
scissors, glue 
 
Procedures: Cut out a small 
kangaroo using clipart and glue it to 
a popsicle stick. Say a word to your 
child such as “safari.”  Your child will 
repeat the word and make the 
kangaroo hop three times because 
“safari” has three syllables. Continue 
with words of varying amounts of 
syllables. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles and your 
child can say words for you to make 
the kangaroo hop.  
 
“Set up a pretend library and 
help your child to sort the 

books.” 
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Lesson 33 

I can read words using onset 
and rimes. 

 
Objective: To read words using onset 
and rimes. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: baby kangaroo clipart, 
mommy kangaroo clipart, popsicle 
sticks, glue 
 
Procedures: Cut out baby and 
mommy kangaroos. Write a letter on 
the baby kangaroos and a word 
family on the mommy kangaroos. 
Line up the mommy kangaroos in a 
column. Your child will choose a joey 
(baby kangaroo) and place him by 
the first mommy kangaroo. She will 
read the word that is formed by 
onset/rime. Then she will move the 
joey to the next mommy kangaroo 
and read the word that is formed. 
After each word has been read, she 
can repeat with a different joey. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Discuss real/nonsense 
words. Then have fun hopping! 
 
 

Lesson 34 

I can read the story, “The 
Mug”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Mug. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Mug (Set 5, Book 6) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? Why do you think the setting 
is in Australia? Who is the main 
character? What is he holding? 
What might be in his mug? Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book.  
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
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Lesson 35 
 

I can write about koalas. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read non-fiction books 
about koalas with your child and talk 
about koala facts. For this writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a fact 
about a koala. Encourage your child 
to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
neat illustrations and how you 
learned something about koalas. 
 

 

Lesson 36 

I can match uppercase and 
lowercase letters. 

 
Objective: To match uppercase and 
lowercase letters. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: white plastic spoons, clear 
plastic spoons, blue and black 
sharpies. 
 
Procedures: Lay the white spoons on 
the table face up with the handle at 
the bottom. At the top of the 
rounded part, use the blue sharpie 
to write an upper case letter on 
each one. Then lay the clear spoons 
the same way and on the lower 
edge of the rounded part, use the 
black marker to write a lower case 
letter on each spoon. Mix up both 
sets of spoons. Your child will match 
the letters by laying the clear spoon 
on top of the white spoon. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to name 
each letter and sound.  
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Lesson 37 

I can sequence the events in 
a story. 

 
Objective: To sequence events from 
a story. (RL.K.1) 
 
Materials: notepad, gel pen 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to list five 
steps the koala completed in 
making his hot cocoa. 
 

1. Rip it. 
2. Mix it. 
3. Tip it. 
4. Dip it. 
5. Sip it.  

 

 
 
Conclusion: Follow your child’s 
“recipe” together to make and 
enjoy hot cocoa. 
 

“Keep books away from                 
food and drinks.” 

 

 

 

Lesson 38 

I can identify ending sounds. 
 

Objective: To identify the sound at 
the end of a word. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: cocoa mix, paper plate 
 
Procedures: Spread a thin layer of 
dry cocoa mix on a paper plate. Say 
a word such as “box”. Ask your child 
to listen for the sound she hears at 
the END of the word box. She will 
write an x in the dry cocoa mix, using 
her index finger. Monitor your child 
as she writes her letters to be sure she 
is using the correct formation. 
Continue with different words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Snuggle up together 
with a cup of warm cocoa. After 
drinking the cocoa, have your child 
practice reading all the little books 
to you from Set 5. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can identify letter y and 
the /y/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter y and the 
/y/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter y sandpaper card, 
dish, yogurt) 
 
Procedures: Display the letter y 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter y. 
The sound of y is /y/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /y/ sound without adding 
“uh” to it.) Model how y is formed. 
Have your child trace y on the 
sandpaper card using his index finger. 
While tracing, your child will repeat, “y 
says /y/, y says /y/.” 
 
Your child can practice writing Yy in 
yogurt on a dish. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter y and the /y/ sound. 

 

Lesson 2 
 

I can identify letter z and 
the /z/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter z and the 
/z/ sound. (RF.K. RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter z sandpaper card, 
strips of paper, marker, hole punch 
 
Procedures: Display the letter z 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter z. 
The sound of z is /z/.” Show your child 
how to say zzzzzzz. Model how z is 
formed. Have your child trace z on 
the sandpaper card using his index 
finger. While tracing, your child will 
repeat, “z says /z/, z says /z/.” 
 
Write z’s and other letters on strips of 
papers. Your child will use a hole 
punch to “punch” all the letter z’s. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter z and the /z/ sound.  
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Lesson 3 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with y and z. 

 
Objective: To review letters y and z 
and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.3) 

Materials: letter cards (y, z) and 
picture cards (y, z). 

Procedures: Place letter cards y and 
z on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card one at a time. If the 
picture begins with /y/, she will place 
it beside the y. If it begins with /z/, 
she will place it beside the z. 

 

Conclusion: Have your child name 
the letter and the pictures in each 
row from left to right. 

 
 
 

Lesson 4 
 

I can identify letter k and 
the /k/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter k and the 
/k/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter k sandpaper card, 
packing peanuts, kabob skewers, 
marker, bowl 
 
Procedures: Display the letter k 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter k. 
The sound of k is /k/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /k/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how k is 
formed. Have your child trace k on 
the sandpaper card using his index 
finger. While tracing, your child will 
repeat, “k says /k/, k says /k/.” 
 
Write k’s and other letters on 
packing peanuts and place them in 
a bowl. Your child will place the k’s 
on the skewers to make “k kabobs!” 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter k and the /k/ sound. Then play 
kickball outdoors and enjoy real 
kabobs on the grill! 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can identify letter q and 
the /q/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter q and 
the /qu/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter q sandpaper card, 
small cups, poster paints, q-tips, quilt 
markers, white paper 
 
Procedures: Display the letter q 
sandpaper card. Say, “This is letter q. 
The sound of q is /qu/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /qu/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Explain how q is 
paired with u. Model how q is 
formed. Have your child trace q on 
the sandpaper card using her index 
finger. While tracing, she will repeat, 
“q says /qu/, q says /qu/.” 
 
Draw squares to form a plain quilt. 
Your child will decorate the quilt by 
painting designs with q-tips! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter q and the /qu/ sound. 
 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can identify letter w and 
the /w/ sound. 

 
Objective: To identify letter w and 
the /w/ sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter w sandpaper card, 
wikki sticks 
 
Procedures: Display the letter w 
sandpaper card. Say “This is letter w. 
The sound of w is /w/.” (Be careful to 
say only the /w/ sound without 
adding “uh” to it.) Model how w is 
formed. Have your child trace w on 
the sandpaper card using his index 
finger. While tracing, he will repeat, 
“w says /w/, w says /w/.” 
 
Give your child wikki sticks to make 
w’s. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to identify 
letter w and the /w/ sound.  
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Lesson 7  

I can sort pictures that 
begin with k, q and w! 

 
Objective: To review letters k, q and 
w and to sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter cards (k, q, w) and 
picture cards (k, q, w). 
 
Procedures: Place letter cards k, q 
and w on the table. Ask your child to 
identify each letter and to trace 
them with her index finger while 
saying the sound that each letter 
makes. Give your child a small 
basket of picture cards. Have her 
choose a card one at a time. She 
will place the pictures beside the 
correct letters.  
 

 

Conclusion: When all the cards have 
been placed in their correct rows, 
she will name the letters and the 
pictures in each row from left to 
right. 
 
 

 

Lesson 8 

I can name letter e and the 

short /ĕ/ sound! 

Objective: To identify letter e and 
the /ĕ/ sound. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: letter e sandpaper card, 
letter path page, bingo dauber,  
 
Procedures: Display the letter e 
sandpaper card. Say. “This is letter e. 
The sound of e is /ĕ/.” (For a visual 
reminder, your child will place his 
thumb and index finger on each side 
of his mouth pretending to stretch his 
mouth out like a smile.) Explain that 
letter e is a vowel and can make 
several sounds but you will be using 
the short ĕ sound, as in Ed, for now. 
Model how e is formed. Have your 
child trace e on the sandpaper card 
using his index finger. While tracing, 
he will repeat, “e says /ĕ/, e says 
/ĕ/.” 
 
Print rows of various letters, making 
sure to create a path of Ee’s. Your 
child will stamp all the E’s! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will identify 
letter Ee and the /ĕ/ sound. 
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Lesson 9 

 I can write letters y, z, k, 
q, w      and e! 

Objective: To write letters y, z, k, q, w 
and e using correct letter formation 
and to identify the sounds. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: Kool-Aid powder, tray, 
letter cards (y, z, k, q, w, e) 
 
Procedures: Spread a layer of Kool-
Aid powder on a styrofoam tray. 
Hold up the letter k card. Your child 
will use his index finger to form k in 
the powder while reciting, “k says 
/k/, k says /k/.” Your child will “erase” 
the k and continue the activity with 
different letters. Guide your child if 
necessary to be sure he is forming 
the letters with the correct strokes.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will name the 
six letters and sounds. 
 
 

 

Lesson 10 

I can read words and match 
them to pictures! 

 
Objective: To decode cvc words 
and match them to the pictures. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: word cards and picture 
cards  
 
Procedures: Place picture cards on 
the table. Give your child a word 
card to read such as “yak”. Your 
child will sound out the word and 
match it the picture of a yak. 
Continue until all words have been 
read and matched to their picture. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Collect the picture 
cards and your child will read the 
words again. 
 
“Reading is a great past time 

on rainy days.” 
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Lesson 11 

I can spell and write words! 
 
Objective: To spell and write cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: water, bucket, paintbrush, 
sidewalk 
 
Procedures: Fill a bucket with water. 
If weather permits, take the bucket 
and the paintbrush outside. Tell your 
child to paint various cvc words on 
the sidewalk. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words to you before they 
“disappear”. 
 
“Dinosaurs are super cool!” 

 

 

 

Lesson 12 

I can play a memory game with 
words and pictures! 

 
Objective: To decode three letter 
words and to improve memory skills. 
(RF.K 2) 
 
Materials: Word cards and picture 
cards. 
 
Procedures: Shuffle the word cards 
and picture cards together and 
place them face down on the table. 
Your child and you will take turns 
turning over two cards at a time. 
Your child will read any word cards 
that are turned over. If a word card 
matches a picture card, the cards 
are left facing up. If the cards do not 
match, they are turned face down 
again. Continue until all of the cards 
have been correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the cvc words. 
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Lesson 13 

I can read sight words! (put, 
big, said, you) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words, 
put, big, said, you. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Sight word cards, sand, 
tray. 
 
Procedures: Remind your child that 
some words are called sight words or 
high-frequency words. Some of the 
sight words are easy to decode but 
often they are not decodable. So it is 
best to learn these words from 
memory based upon how they look. 
Sight words appear frequently in 
what we are reading. So in order to 
read fluently, these words should be 
practiced and memorized.  Using 
word cards, teach your child to 
memorize the sight words: put, big, 
said, you. Have your child copy the 
words in a tray of sand while saying 
them. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
four sight words on the word cards 
 
 

 

Lesson 14 

I can read sentences! 
 
Objective: To fluently read a 
sentence and match it to a 
corresponding picture. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Sentence strips, marker, 
picture cards. 
 
Procedures: Write several sentences 
on sentence strips using the familiar 
letter sounds and sight words. 
Examples: 
 
You can zip it. 
“The yak is big,” said Max. 
The little kid has a pet. 
We will go on the jet. 
The dog can wag. 
I will put a yam in the box. 
 
Place picture cards on the table. 
Your child will read a sentence and 
match it to the picture. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Remove the pictures 
and your child will read each 
sentence again. 
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “The 
Bun”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The Bun. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Bun (Set 6, Book 1) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Does this story look like it is 
fiction or non-fiction? Why? Who is 
the main character? What is the 
dinosaur about to do? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about my favorite 
sandwich. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the items that 
the dinosaur put on his sandwich. For 
this writing prompt, ask your child to 
write a story about her favorite 
sandwich. Encourage your child to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
correct words under her sentence. 
Then she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about the 
yummy illustrations and how her story 
made you hungry for a sandwich. 
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Lesson 17 

I can identify letters. 
 
Objective: To identify letters (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: bin, beans, bulldozer, 
foam abc puzzles 
 
Procedures: Fill a bin with dry beans 
and foam letters from an abc puzzle. 
Your child will find each of the letters 
with a toy bulldozer, identify them, 
and place them back into the 
frame, one by one. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After this activity, ask 
your child to sing the ABC song. Then 
purchase a 100 piece dinosaur 
puzzle at the dollar store and build it 
together. 
 
“Cuddle up with a good book.” 

 
 

Lesson 18 

I can identify vowel sounds. 
 
Objective: To identify the vowel 
sound in a cvc word. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: large bubble wrap, 
sharpie 
 
Procedures: Using a sharpie marker, 
write vowels on the bubbles of a 
sheet of bubble wrap. Say a word 
such as “red” and your child will 
“pop” a bubble that has a letter e 
on it. Continue playing until all the 
bubbles have been popped except 
for five bubbles (a, e, i, o, u) 
 

 
 
Conclusion: For the last five un-
popped bubbles, your child will think 
of a word for each vowel and you 
will pop the correct bubble.  
 
“Never turn down the corner 
of a page to keep your place. 
Use a bookmark!” 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “Fin 
and Nip.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Fin and Nip. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Fin and Nip (Set 6, Book 2) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Does this story look like it is 
fiction or non-fiction? Why? Who are 
the main characters? What do you 
think their names might be? Who 
would be Fin and who would be 
Nip? Why? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about my favorite 
sport. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the baseball 
game in the story and how everyone 
needs to be a good sport when 
playing a game. For this writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a 
story about his favorite sport. 
Encourage your child to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the correct words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.   
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
fantastic illustrations and how much 
you enjoyed reading his story. 
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Lesson 21 

I can read sight words! (did, 
yes, get, little) 

 
Objective: To identify sight words, 
did, get, yes, little. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Sight word cards, dry oats, 
tray. 
 
Procedures: Remind your child that 
some words are called sight words or 
high-frequency words. Some of the 
sight words are easy to decode but 
often they are not decodable. So it is 
best to learn these words from 
memory based upon how they look. 
Sight words appear frequently in 
what we are reading. So in order to 
read fluently, these words should be 
practiced and memorized.  Using 
word cards, teach your child to 
memorize the sight words: did, get, 
yes, little. Have your child copy the 
words in a tray of oats while saying 
them. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
four sight words on the word cards. 
 

Lesson 22 

I can read sight words! (put, 
big, said, you, did, yes, 

get, little) 
 
Objective: To identify sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Large sheet of paper, 
colored marker, tape, ball 
 
Procedures: Tape a large sheet of 
plain wrapping paper to the wall. 
Write sight words randomly on the 
paper. Say a sight word to your 
child. She must find the sight word 
and toss the ball at it.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After all the sight words 
have been hit, she will read each 
one to you again. Then go outside 
and play ball together! Talk about 
good sportsmanship, too. 
 
“Books about being a good 
sport are always a winner!” 
 

  



118 
 

Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “Zip”. 
 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Zip. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Zip (Set 6, Book 3) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting of this 
story? Does this story look like it is 
fiction or non-fiction? Why? Who is 
the main character? Whose pictures 
are on the wall? Why would those 
pictures be there?  Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about what makes 
me angry. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about Zip’s temper 
tantrum and what could have made 
him so angry. For this writing prompt, 
ask your child to write a story about 
something that makes him feel 
angry. Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
clever illustrations and how you 
learned something about his feelings 
through his story. 
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Lesson 25 

I can form new words by 
changing one letter. 

 
Objective: To form new words by 
changing one letter. 
 
Materials: foam letters, bathtub, 
bubbles 
 
Procedures: Make bath time learning 
time! Place foam letters in your 
child’s bubble bath. Ask him to spell 
a word such as zap. Then ask him to 
change zap to zip by replacing one 
letter. Then change zip to hip, hip to 
hid, hid to had, and so on.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child spell his 
favorite words with the letters and 
then he will read them to you. 
 

“Turn each page carefully 
when you look at books.” 

 

 
 

Lesson 26 

I can read and color sight 
words. 

 
Objective: To read sight words and 
use fine motor skills to color. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: white paper, marker, 
crayons 
 
Procedures: Draw dinosaur footprints 
on a sheet of paper. Write a sight 
word on each footprint. Tell your 
child to use red to color the footprint 
that says “yes” Use blue to color the 
footprint that says “little”, and so on 
until all the footprints have been 
colored. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the sight words again. Then get out 
some old coloring books and have 
fun coloring together! 
 

“Become an author! Create         
your own books.” 
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Lesson 27 

I can read the story, “T-Rex 
and Max”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, T-Rex and 
Max. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: T-Rex and Max (Set 6,  
Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does it 
take place? Does this story look like it 
is fiction or non-fiction? Why? Who 
are the main characters? What kind 
of dinosaur is it? Do you think the boy 
is in danger? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 28 
 

I can write about T-Rex. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
research dinosaurs with non-fiction 
books. Talk about T-Rex facts. For this 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about a tyrannosaurus. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words.  
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
awesome illustrations and how you 
liked his T-Rex fact. 
 
“It’s fun to do research.” 
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Lesson 29 

I can create sentences. 
 
Objective: To create sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: colored wooden blocks, 
sharpie 
 
Procedures: Write cvc words and 
sight words on blocks. (or you could 
place pieces of masking tape on 
each block and write the words on 
the tape.) Ask your child to arrange 
the blocks to create sentences. Talk 
about nouns and action words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: For extra giggles, make 
silly sentences with the blocks. 
 
“Never bend back the spine of 
a book.” 

 
 

 

Lesson 30 

I can identify nouns and 
verbs. 

 
Objective: To identify nouns and 
verbs. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: dinosaur models, labels, 
popsicle sticks, baskets 
 
Procedures: Explain nouns (person, 
place, thing) and verbs (action 
words) Label two dinosaurs and give 
your child a basket of words. He will 
read each word and decide if it is a 
noun or a verb and give it to the 
correct dinosaur. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word from the two baskets to check 
his work. 
 
“Reading non-fiction books to 
your child is awesome because 
you both learn something!” 
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Lesson 31 

I can read the story, “The 
Big Pet”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Big Pet. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Big Pet (Set 6, Book 5) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? What is the weather like? 
Who is this story about? What kind of 
dinosaur is it? Does he look like a 
friendly dinosaur or a scary one? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 32 
 

I can write about a 
brontosaurus. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
research dinosaurs with non-fiction 
books and talk about the 
brontosaurus. For this writing prompt, 
ask your child to write about a 
brontosaurus. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
realistic illustrations and how you 
learned something from her non-
fiction story. 
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Lesson 33 

I can spell cvc words. 
 
Objective: To spell cvc words with 
letter tiles. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: plastic eggs, nest, letter 
tiles, toy dinosaur 
 
Procedures: Place three letter tiles in 
each egg that would form a cvc 
word. Put the eggs in a “nest” 
guarded by a dinosaur. Your child 
will “steal” an egg from the next and 
open it. Then she will open the egg 
and form a cvc word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: For extra practice, your 
child can copy each word on a 
wipe-off board. Then snuggle up for 
a family movie night with a Land 
Before Time movie. 
 
“Never leave books on the 
floor where they can be 
stepped on.” 
 

 

Lesson 34 

I can put letters in ABC 
order! 

 
Objective: To put letters in 
alphabetical order. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: toy dinosaurs, sharpie 
 
Procedures: Purchase a bag or two 
of toy dinosaurs at a dollar store. 
Make sure there are 26 dinosaurs or 
more. Use a sharpie to write a letter 
on each. Have your child line up the 
dinosaurs in alphabetical order. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will sing the 
ABC song to you while pointing to 
each dinosaur. Then the two of you 
can play with the dinosaurs and 
blocks together! 
 
“Always bring along some 
books when you travel.” 
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Lesson 35 

I can read the story, “The 
Pit”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Pit. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: The Pit (Set 6, Book 6) 
 
Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What is the setting? Who 
are the main characters? What is 
their occupation? What are they 
doing? Does that seem like a fun 
job? What do you think they will do 
with the dinosaur fossils? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 36 
 

I can write about fossils. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Take out your child’s 
journal and a pencil. Talk about 
paleontologists and how the Dan 
and Nan found fossils. For a writing 
prompt, ask your child to write a 
number sentence about how many 
fossils he found. Encourage your 
child to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story drawing the 
correct number of fossils 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about the 
awesome illustrations and how you 
liked counting his fossils. 
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Lesson 37 

I can spell words! 
 
Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: play dough, play dough 
letter stampers, rolling pin 
 
Procedures: Purchase letter stampers 
and buy or make play dough. Your 
child will roll out the dough with a 
rolling pin. Say a cvc word such as 
“fit” and your child will press the 
letters into the dough to spell the 
word. Continue with different words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words he has stamped. Then use the 
play dough to make fossils by 
pressing small dinosaurs, rocks, 
leaves, etc. into the dough. 
 

“You’re awesome!” 
 

 
 

Lesson 38 

I can read real and nonsense 
words! 

 
Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: flat stones, sharpie, bin, 
sand, paint brush, dinosaur model, 
stuffed dinosaur. 
 
Procedures: Purchase a small stuffed 
dinosaur at the dollar store as a 
reward for completing all of Level A 
books and activities. Gather or 
purchase flat stones. Print real and 
nonsense cvc words on the stones. 
Fill a bin half-full with sand. Bury the 
stones. Your child will dig up a stone, 
brush it off and read the word. If the 
word is real, she will place it by the 
“real” dinosaur model. If it is a 
nonsense word, she will give the 
stone to the stuffed dinosaur! 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading and 
comparing the lists, your child can 
cuddle up and read all six dinosaur 
books to her new stuffed friend. 
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