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Introduction 

In our first teaching guide, Level A- Sights and Sounds, your child learned all of 
the consonants and short vowel sounds. This teaching guide, Level B – Blends 
and Ends, introduces your child to several blends, digraphs and various word 
endings. Our teaching guides are designed to give you a variety of lessons to 
help your child become a happy, confident reader. Each lesson contains a 
multi-sensory activity to make learning to read meaningful and fun! The lessons 
go along with the scope and sequence of the skills presented in our decodable 
books. However, these lessons can be used with any curriculum to incorporate 
“hands-on” activities for teaching reading skills. 

For most of the lessons and activities, you will be able to create your own 
materials using household items and by downloading our free resource pages. 
For each activity, we have included a photo to better explain the lesson. 
Although many of the teaching ideas are our own, we do not claim ownership 
for the origin of all of the activities. Some we found on Pinterest, teaching blogs, 
and other places and some we do not know their origin. We tested each lesson 
and took a photo. 

You may find that your child does not need to complete all of the activities but 
we wanted to include many different types of lessons to reach all learning styles 
and levels of ability. Or, you may find your child needs additional practice on 
certain skills. So you can repeat or change the activities to suit your child’s 
needs. You can also substitute your own materials and ideas.  

If you are a classroom teacher, you can adapt many of the lessons for whole 
group or small group instruction. You can even use the activities as a center. 
You will find your students learn best when they are engaged in multi-sensory 
experiences.  

The Five Components of Reading 

The National Reading Panel states that a quality reading program will include 
five components: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and 
comprehension. We have designed our lessons and books to incorporate these 
five components.  

Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate individual sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken words. Before children can learn to read, they must 
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understand how the sounds in words work. Remember that phonemic 
awareness only involves the hearing of sounds in words, not the visual print.  

Phonemic Awareness is important because it helps children learn to read and 
spell. Children who are phonemically aware are likely to have an easier time 
learning to read and spell than those who are not. 

Several types of activities will help your child develop phonemic awareness. 
These activities can be used while taking a walk, riding in the car, waiting for 
appointment, etc., since they are done orally while your child listens. 

Phoneme identity - What sound is the same in the words hop, hat, hug? /h/ 

Phoneme categorization - Which word does not belong in the words tap, tug, 
red?  Red does not belong because it begins with a different sound. 

Phoneme blending - What word do you hear when you blend /t/ /a/ /p/? tap 

Phoneme segmentation - How many sounds do you hear in the word flag?       
/f/ /1/ /a/ /g/ 4 sounds. 

Phoneme deletion – What word do you hear when you say plate without /p/? 
late 

Phoneme addition - What word do you hear when you add /s/ to the beginning 
of nap? snap. 

Phoneme substitution - The word is cat. What do you hear when you change /c/ 
to /h/? hat. 

Rhyming – What rhymes with map? (tap) or What are the two words that rhyme 
in this sentence? The frog sat on a log. (frog, log) 

Phonics involves the relationships between letters and individual sounds. 
Children need to understand that text is simply spoken words written down. The 
alphabet is the basic tool for learning to read and write. 

You can help your child learn phonics by providing them with magnetic letters, 
abc puzzles, alphabet blocks, letter tiles, and alphabet games. Writing the letters 
and words is very beneficial. Provide your child with a dry-erase board, wipe-off 
markers, paper and writing tools. Creating abc books and stories together is a 
great way for children to understand phonics. You can also find many 
interactive phonics games online. 
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While phonemic awareness focuses on hearing the sounds in spoken language, 
phonics instruction involves reading and writing words. Phonics instruction is most 
effective when it is taught directly with a specific set of letters in a clearly 
defined order. In our lessons, your child will learn a block of four consonants and 
a vowel and how to decode and write words containing those letters. Then your 
child will move on to the next block of letters.  

Fluency is the ability to read a text quickly and accurately. Fluency develops 
with practice. Children become more fluent readers the more they read! Our 
program has 108 decodable books that help build fluency.  

You can encourage your child to read by taking him to the local library and 
encouraging him to borrow books. If your child doesn’t already have his very 
own library card you can help him to get one. You can also borrow books for 
yourself and make family reading an important part of your daily routine. When 
children see their parents reading, they become life-long readers, too.  

Strong phonics skills are needed to decode new words and strengthen fluency. 
Sight word recognition is also a factor to improve fluency. Encourage your child 
to read familiar books over and over again as this helps develop fluency and 
word recognition.  Children that read daily become more fluent readers. 

Vocabulary refers to words and their meanings. Strong vocabulary knowledge 
improves reading comprehension. Children must also have good vocabulary 
skills in order to communicate effectively; these skills apply to speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. You can help your child to develop a larger vocabulary by 
talking about new words in a story or teaching a new word of the day. Children 
can also use context clues and picture clues to figure out the meaning of words. 
New vocabulary words are listed inside the front cover of each Half-Pint Reader 
to discuss before reading. However, since these words are basically cvc words, 
you will want to read authentic literature to your child daily for more advanced 
vocabulary words. 

Comprehension refers to the ability to understand what one is reading. 
Comprehension is more than just reading (or decoding) the words out loud. 
Children with strong comprehension skills are able to relate the text they are 
reading to what they already know, while gaining new knowledge and 
understanding. 
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In order for your child to appreciate, evaluate or respond emotionally to a text, 
she must be able to relate to the text using personal background knowledge. 
You can help your child to build her background knowledge by taking her to 
different places such as the store, the park, the zoo, a museum, science center, 
etc. Talk to your child during these outings and encourage her to ask questions.  

Reading needs to be useful, enjoyable, and meaningful. You can help your 
child to gain comprehension skills by encouraging him to make predictions, ask 
questions and to form opinions while reading. You can also help him to make 
the connection between the book and his own background knowledge and 
personal experiences. Before you read with your child, introduce key ideas in 
the text in order to increase his ability to understand the text. It is important to 
encourage your child to read and listen to a wide variety of books and genres 
like fiction, non-fiction and informational books such as autobiographies and 
poems. To see if your child has comprehended what he has read, each of our 
Half-Pint Readers has comprehension questions listed at the end of the story. 

Reading Authentic Literature 

It is important for you to read authentic literature daily to your child to help 
develop vocabulary and comprehension skills. There are many wonderful fiction 
and non-fiction books you can borrow from the library that would go along well 
with the Half-Pint themes.  Talk about the title, the cover, the author/ illustrator, 
the genre of the book and where the story takes place. Talk about the text and 
illustrations. Stop and ask questions along the way to see if your child 
understands the story. Encourage your child to make predictions, compare the 
characters and relate events to her own life. When you’ve finished reading the 
book, ask your child to retell the story to you. These skills will help your child find 
meaning in books and develop a lifelong love of reading.  

Writing 

Reading and writing go hand-in-hand. While children are learning to read, they 
should also be learning to write. The main goal is for your child to put her 
thoughts on paper. In the beginning stages of writing, your child needs to know 
that it is okay to represent words with symbols. These can be little squiggly lines or 
shapes. We call this pretend or emergent writing and should be encouraged at 
first. You will write the real words under each pretend word. In this stage, your 
child should begin to count the number of words in her sentence beforehand 
and then she will write that many pretend words. Teach her to leave a space 
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between words and to add a period to end her sentence. As your child begins 
to recognize the sounds in words and learns how to write the letters, she can 
start substituting squiggly lines for letters. Teach your child to illustrate her story 
with a picture that matches her sentence. She will soon learn to capitalize the 
first word of a sentence, use punctuation and other writing skills. She will also 
begin writing more than one sentence for her stories. Keeping a journal of her 
writings is a great way to track her progression of letter-sounds she has learned, 
sentence structure, main ideas, etc. Always remember, the main goal of writing 
is to help your child understand the purpose for writing and how to put her 
thoughts on paper. This is not the same as a handwriting lesson. 

In the examples below, you will see how a child progresses from scribbles in his 
sentence to using the letter-sounds that he knows. 

           

If you are a classroom teacher, you should have writing tools at all of your 
centers to encourage writing. For example, at the dramatic play center, the 
children can write shopping lists, doctor charts, recipes, menus, etc. At the 
science center they can write scientific notes in journals about their observations 
of insects, plants, animals, experiments and so on. At the block center, they can 
draw and write notes about things they create. At the writing center, you can 
have an abundance of writing tools, tablets, envelopes, notepads, etc. for them 
to write letters to each other and to write stories. You can do this for every 
center to encourage writing. Although we want to encourage neatness and 
good penmanship, we do not want children to be afraid to put their thoughts 
on paper for fear of not forming the letters perfectly on the lines and spaces. This 
can be very discouraging to children if the focus is more on penmanship than 
their “story.”  Letter formation should be practiced daily with a variety of 
materials as your child’s fine motor skills develop and improve. 
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After each book, there is a writing prompt for your child to write about in his 
journal. However, you can give your child many more opportunities to write by 
creating your own prompts from the library books you are reading to your child. 

Materials 

Creating multi-sensory lessons requires much work but is well worth the effort. 
When children are actively engaged, learning to read is exciting and 
meaningful. A lot of the materials used in the activities are things you may 
already have in your home or classroom. Many items can be purchased 
inexpensively at a dollar store or created by you and your child. For instance 
you can create your own tactile letters and moveable alphabets. You will find 
directions on our blog at www.halfpintkids.com. 

Experts in early childhood education support a “hands-on” approach rather 
than numerous workbook pages. For that reason, we have not created 
workbooks for our program. However, we did design one printable activity sheet 
for each Half-Pint Reader book that might be beneficial for certain skills. You 
can download and print these free activity sheets from our website. 

We are also offering 12 “hands-on” literacy centers for each set of books that 
can be purchased on our website or at our Half-Pint Kids store on 
TeachersPayTeachers.com. These centers can be downloaded and printed. 
They are a fun way to practice and reinforce the skills. 

Scope and Sequence of Skills 

Research states that children learn to read most effectively using an explicit, 
systematic, sequential and cumulative approach. You will find that our skills, 
lesson plans, and decodable books are based upon this approach. New skills 
are gradually introduced with lots of opportunities to practice them. 

Listed on the next three pages are the skills that will be introduced in the lessons 
for each set of books. We have found that when children are taught how to 
blend sounds early on, they understand the purpose of print. This makes learning 
the rest of the letter and sounds easier because the process now has meaning. 
Your child does not have to master the entire alphabet before he can read his 
first book. This is very motivating to your child and builds self-confidence to keep 
going! Having only a small block of skills to teach is less overwhelming for you 
and your child. 
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Level A - Scope and Sequence of Skills 
 
 
 
Level A – Sights and Sounds 
Introduces the consonant sounds, the short vowel sounds and 33 sight words. 
 
Level A Letter Sounds Sight Words 
 
Set 1 
Forest Fun 

 
b   t   h   c   p   m   f    s  
ă   ŏ 
 

 
a   I   see   is   on   am   the    
can  not 

 
Set 2 
Around the World 
 

 
review 
 

 
go   to   it   got   in   at 

 
Set 3 
Arctic Adventures 
 

 
d    g    r    n   ŭ 
 

 
stop   up   had   and   but 

 
Set 4 
Jungle Safari 
 

 
review 
 

 
has   like 

 
Set 5 
Jumping Jungle 
 

 
j    l    v   x    ĭ 

 
we   will   me 
 

 
Set 6 
Digging Up 
Dinosaurs 
 

 
y    z   w   q    k   ĕ 

 
put   big   said   you   did   get   
yes   little 
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Level B - Scope and Sequence of Skills 

 
 

 
Level B – Blends and Ends 
Introduces 16 blends and digraphs, 24 sight words and 4 word endings. 
 
Level B Blends Sight Words Word Endings 
 
Set 7 
Outer Space 
 

 
sh    fr    sn 

 
no    have    do    are   for 

 
 
 

 
Set 8 
Medieval 
Magic 
 

 
 
sl 

 
 
look      funny 

 
 
 __ck      __ing 

 
Set 9 
Down on the 
Farm 
 

 
 
tr    cl    ch    pl 

 
 
where     here     he     of 
an        my      what 

 
 

__s 

 
Set 10 
Barnyard 
Buddies 
 

 
 
dr     sw 

 
 
she 

 
 
 

 
Set 11 
Pioneer Days 
 

 
 
st    bl 

 
 
too   that   us   with   your   be 

 
 

 
Set 12 
Wild West 
 

 
 
th    sm    gl    fl 

 
 
all    one   too 

 
 
          __all 
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Level C - Scope and Sequence of Skills 

 
 

 
Level C – Moving A-Long 
Introduces 9 blends, 46 sight words, 4 word endings and 14 other skills. 
 
Level C Blends 

 
Sight Words Word 

Endings 
Other Skills 

 
Set 13 
At the Beach 
 

 
cr   sk 
gr   sp 

 
play     this 

 
_er   _y 

 
_ill      _ell 

 
Set 14 
Under the 
Sea 
 

 
 
br  

 
 
then    was   when   help 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Set 15 
Family Fun 
 

 
 
spl     tw 

 
out   from   by   his   into   
white   again   pretty   away   
saw    come    want    new 
   

 
 
_d    _ed 

 
final e rule 
 
ay       ew 
 

 
Set 16 
In the 
Meadow 
 

 
 
str 

 
so     yellow     blue     four    
find      now      them      
they      three      know 

 
 
 

 
two vowels rule 
 
compound words 

 
Set 17 
At the Circus 
 

 
 
 

 
were     some     down 
could     should     would 
 

 
 
 

 
soft c       ight 
 
ow    oy     ou    oo 
 

 
Set 18 
Community 
Helpers 
 

 
 
spr 

 
after     if     these   give   
more     please     than    or   
which    there    sometimes   

 
 
 

 
 
r controlled vowels 
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Thematic Teaching 

What is the benefit of teaching with themes? Research shows that integrating all 
subject areas into a theme makes learning more meaningful and builds strong 
foundations. Life is not segmented into reading, math, science, etc. It all 
overlaps through our everyday lives. Teaching with themes sparks your child’s 
interest in a topic and the knowledge she gains carries over into future learning. 
It’s all about making connections for future learning.  

Thematic teaching is also a great way to stay organized with books and 
materials. You can always be on the lookout for literature and materials to fit 
into your themes. Themes works especially well in a classroom setting because 
teachers often say there is no time to teach science or social studies. When you 
integrate the subject areas into themes, there is time for all subject areas, 
especially when you read non-fiction literature during story time or you talk 
about an animal during a math lesson.  

We have found that children love the themes we chose for our little books and 
can’t wait to see what comes next! Themes develop home to school learning. 
Children are encouraged to bring items that relate to each current theme from 
home to share with the class. These items can be books, stuffed animals, sea 
shells, insects, etc. It’s a great way to involve the family!   

Make It Your Own 

We believe the best part about our program is that you can make it your own. 
We have provided the basics for a reading program that is very simplistic and 
easy to follow. It is designed to follow the Orton and Gillingham method for 
teaching reading. You can adapt or add lessons based upon your child or 
students’ needs and interests and you can create more lessons to include 
additional common core standards. 

Conclusion 

We hope you found this information helpful. If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions, we would love to hear from you at 
info@halfpintkids.com! You can also comment on our Facebook page or blog. 
Thank you again for choosing Half-Pint Readers! We wish you and your 
beginning reader a happy and exciting adventure of learning to read!  
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Lesson 1 

  I can read sight words. 
(yes, no) 

Objective: To identify sight words: yes, 
no. (RF.K.3) 

Materials: index cards, craft sticks, 
markers, tape 

Procedures: Tell your child he is going 
to learn two new sight words (yes, no). 
Even though the word “yes” is 
decodable, both words are to be 
memorized by how they look. Display 
the sight word cards. Have your child 
read each sight word and trace them 
with his finger. Then your child will write 
the words on index cards and tape 
them to a craft stick. Ask your child 
questions such as “Can you tie your 
shoes? Do you like pizza?” etc. Your 
child will respond using his yes and no 
signs. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read and 
write the two sight words again. 

Lesson 2 

I can read cvc words. 

Objective: To read cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: black poster board, dot 
stickers, colored chalk, notecards, 
marker, two small toy rockets. 
 
Procedures: Make a game board by 
placing two rows of dot stickers 
(planets) across black paper. Let 
your child decorate the game board 
with colored chalk. Write real and 
nonsense cvc words on note cards. 
Shuffle the cards and place them in 
a stack. Place two small rockets at 
the start. Your child will take the top 
card off the stack and read the 
word. If it is a real word, she will 
move her rocket to the first “planet”. 
If it is a nonsense word, you will move 
your rocket. Continue the game by 
reading the next card. The rocket 
that reaches the moon first, wins! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the word cards again and to write 
the words on lined paper. 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “Lift 
Off”. 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Lift Off. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Lift Off (Set 7, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? What kind of vehicle is in the 
picture? Where do you think the 
space shuttle is going? Who might 
be on the space shuttle? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about outer 
space. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about things that an 
astronaut would see from a space 
shuttle. For this writing prompt, ask 
your child to write about something 
she might see in outer space. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed reading her story. 
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Lesson 5 

I can read words and match 
them to their word family. 

Objective: To decode words and 
match them to their word family. 
(RF.K.2) 

Materials: white paper plates, water 
colors, marker, word cards 

Procedures: Have your child create 
three planets by painting colorful 
designs on paper plates. When dry, 
label each planet with a word family 
(_en, _ed, _et). Make word cards and 
add rocket clipart. Your child will read 
each word and place it by the word 
family to which it belongs. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read the 
words again and to write them on a 
lined chalkboard. 
 

“Reading takes you on new 
adventures!” 

 

Lesson 6 

I can blend sounds to read 
words. 

Objective: To decode words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: wipe-off, marker, eraser 
rocket clipart, craft stick, glue 
 
Procedures: Create a “pointer” by 
gluing a small rocket to a craft stick. 
Write a decodable word such as 
“snap” on a wipe-off board. Your 
child will use the rocket to touch 
each letter while saying the sound. 
Then he will go back and quickly 
move the rocket across the letters in 
one sweep while he says the word. 
Erase the word and write another 
decodable word from this set of 
books.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to write 
words from the books for YOU to 
decode, using the rocket. 
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Lesson 7  

 I can identify sight words. 
(are, do, have, for) 

Objective: To identify sight words: 
are, do, have, for (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, 
styrofoam tray, cinnamon, sugar 
 

Procedures: Using word cards, teach 
your child to memorize the sight 
words: are, do, have, for. Spread a 
thin layer of cinnamon and sugar 
mixture on the bottom of a 
styrofoam tray, calling it “moon 
dust”. Have your child copy the 
words in the moon dust using her 
index finger while repeating each 
word. 
 

   
 

Conclusion: Your child will read the 
sight words on the word cards and 
write them on lined paper. 
 

“Read non-fiction books about 
astronauts to your child.” 

 

Lesson 8 

 I can identify blends and 
digraphs. (sn, fr, sh) 

Objective: To identify blends and 
digraphs: sn, fr, sh. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: bin, cornmeal, small outer 
space toys, astronaut cards, marker, 
clipart 
 
Procedures: Create an outer space 
sensory bin with cornmeal (or any 
tactile substance) and toy 
astronauts, rockets, etc. Write “sn, fr, 
sh” on three astronauts. Print and cut 
out clipart for each blend/digraph 
Place the pictures in the bin. Your 
child will pull out a picture, say the 
word and match it to the astronaut 
with the corresponding blend or 
digraph. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will identify 
the sound of sn, fr and sh. Then your 
child will write decodable words with 
these sounds, such as snap, frog, 
shop, fish, etc. on a lined wipe-off 
board. 
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Lesson 9 

I can read the story, “The 
Big Job”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Big Job. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Big Job (Set 7, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? Who are the characters in 
this story? What country are they 
from? What do you think they are 
going to do? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 10 
 

I can write about outer 
space. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about the life of an astronaut in 
space. Discuss facts about 
astronauts. For this writing prompt, 
ask your child to write a fact about a 
job he would do as an astronaut in 
space. Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how you liked 
his non-fiction story. 
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Lesson 11 

I can decode sentences. 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: strips of paper, marker, 
basket, objects, tray 
 

Procedures: Write decodable 
sentences on strips of paper. Place 
the sentences in a basket. Place 
several “decodable” objects or 
pictures on a tray. Explain that you 
are the commander of the 
spaceship and you are giving the 
chief astronaut commands to do. 
 
Ideas for commands are: 

• Put a lid on the pan. 
• Pet the dog. 
• Put the cob in the box. 
• Put ten fish on the dish. 
• Tap on the frog. 
• Sip the red cup. 
• Put the pen in the bag. 
• Set the cub on the can. 

 

Your “astronaut” will choose a 
sentence from the basket and 
perform the command.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
each sentence again. Then dictate 
commands for your child to write on 
a lined chalkboard. 

Lesson 12 

I can spell cvc words. 

Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: pebbles, marker, basket 
 

Procedures: Create a moveable 
alphabet by writing letters on 
pebbles with a permanent marker. 
Place them in a basket. Ask your 
child to see how many cvc words 
she can spell using the “moon 
rocks.” 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the words to you. Then she will write 
the words on lined paper using 
correct letter formation. 
 
“Positive talk goes a long 

way,   such as… 

 
 
I love you to the moon and 

back!” 
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Lesson 13 

I can read the story, “The 
UFO”. 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, The UFO. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The UFO (Set 7, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? What do the letters UFO 
stand for? Describe the UFO? Is this 
story real or make-believe? Who is in 
the UFO? How can you tell the alien 
is friendly? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 14 
 

I can write about an alien. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about words that 
describe the alien in the story. For this 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about an alien, using 
describing words. Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed reading her story. 

 
“Your writing is out of this 

world!” 
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Lesson 15 

I can read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: styrofoam cups, pipe 
cleaners, packing peanuts, dot 
stickers, marker 
 
Procedures: Have your child create 
aliens with the materials. Write a sight 
word on each cup. Place the cups in 
a row. Hide a pebble under one of the 
cups. Say the chant and your child will 
guess where the pebble is hiding by 
saying a sight word. Continue until the 
alien is found and play again. 
 
Chant: 
Alien, alien, way up high, 
What is the sight word in the sky! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
sight words again and then write them 
on lined paper. Then let your child 
hide the pebble for you to guess. 
 

“You are one of a kind and 
you are very special!” 

 

Lesson 16 

I can read real and nonsense 
words. 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: 2 cube tissue boxes, white 
contact paper, dry-erase markers, 
clipart of an astronaut and alien, 
wipe-off board  
 

Procedures: Cover tissue boxes with 
contact paper. On the sides of one 
cube, use a wipe-off marker to write 
sh, sn, fr. On the other cube, write  
word families _ap, _ip, _og, _ed, _ug 
and _ag. Your child will roll the dice 
and read the word that is formed. If 
it is real word, your child will write it 
under the astronaut. If it is a 
nonsense word, he will write it under 
the alien.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the lists, 
your child can count to see who has 
the most words. 
 
“It’s okay to be different!” 
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Lesson 17   
 

I can make new words by 
changing one letter. 

Objective: To make new words by 
changing one letter. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: UFO workmat, letter tiles, 
crayons 
 

Procedures: Draw a large UFO shape 
on paper with a row of three boxes 
in the middle. Ask your child to spell 
a word such as ‘lit’ by placing a 
plastic letter in each of the boxes. 
Then say, “Change lit to hit”. She will 
replace l with h. Next, ask her to 
change hit to hid. She will change 
the last letter. Continue the game 
with other changes such as hid to 
had, had to bad, bad to bag, bag 
to bug, etc. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child may color or 
decorate the UFO.  
 
“I love you just the way you 

are!” 

 

Lesson 18 

I can read words that contain  
“sn, fr, and sh.” 

Objective: To read words with 
familiar blends and digraphs. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: index cards, marker, 
plastic headband, pipe cleaners, 
styrofoam balls 
 
Procedures: Write decodable words 
on index cards and place them at 
the end of the room or outside at the 
end of the yard. Create a 
headband for the “alien.” Your child 
will stand at the opposite end of the 
room or yard. You will be the alien by 
wearing the headband and you will 
stand in the middle of the room. You 
will say a word. Your child will run 
past you to find the word as you try 
to tag her. If you tag her, you get a 
point. If not, she gets a point. She 
also gets a bonus point for finding 
the correct word. Whoever has the 
most points wins the game! 
 

 
 
Conclusion:  Play again and let your 
child be the alien in the middle. Then 
have your child write the words. 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “Buzz”. 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Buzz. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Buzz (Set 7, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Describe the 
setting? Does the story take place 
indoors or outside? How can you 
tell? Who is the main character? 
Why do you think the robot’s name is 
Buzz? Turn to the inside front cover to 
read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about robots. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
or articles about robots. Discuss facts 
about robots and the things they 
can do to help us. For this writing 
prompt, ask your child to write about 
things robots can do. Encourage him 
to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how you liked 
his non-fiction story. Then create a 
robot together using recycled 
materials. 
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Lesson 21 

I can find mistakes in 
sentences and fix them. 

Objective: To identify mistakes in a 
sentence. (L.K.2) 
 

Materials: wipe-off board, markers, 
eraser 
 

Procedures: Write a sentence on a 
wipe-off board. Make one mistake 
such as forgetting to end the 
sentence with a period. Show the 
sentence to your child. Ask her to 
read the sentence, find the mistake 
and to correct it with the red marker. 
Erase the sentence and write a new 
sentence with a different mistake.  
 

Mistakes to include are: 
• Forgetting punctuation. 
• Forgetting to leave spaces 

between words. 
• Not beginning the sentence 

with a capital letter. 
 

 
 

 Conclusion: Your child will write 
sentences with mistakes for you to fix. 

 

 

Lesson 22 

I can unscramble sentences. 

Objective: To put words in order to 
make sentences. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: strips of colored paper, 
marker, scissors, envelopes 
 

Procedures: Create sentences on 
strips of paper. Cut each sentence 
apart and place the words in an 
envelope. Your child will choose an 
envelope and unscramble the 
sentence. Remind him that the 
capital letter goes at the beginning 
of the sentence and the 
punctuation goes at the end. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After all the sentences 
have been unscrambled, your child 
will read and write each sentence. 
 
“We all make mistakes. That’s 

what erasers are for!” 
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “The 
Sun”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Sun. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Sun (Set 7, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is this story 
about? Does the real sun have a 
smiley face on it? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about the sun. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about the sun and stars. Discuss facts 
about the sun. For this writing 
prompt, ask your child to write facts 
about the sun. Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how you liked 
his non-fiction story. 
 
“You are my sunshine, my only 
sunshine. You make me happy 

when skies are gray.”   
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Lesson 25 

I can read cvc words. 

Objective: To read cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: stars and planets shapes, 
marker, flashlight 
 
Procedures: Cut out several shapes 
of stars and planets. Write a 
decodable word on each. Include 
words with sh, sn, and fr. Place the 
words around the room. Turn off the 
lights and give your child a flashlight. 
Explain to your child that he is an 
astronaut on a space mission. His 
mission is to use his flashlight to find 
each word you say and to bring 
them to you. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
words to you again. 
 

“You light up my world!” 

 

Lesson 26 

I can play a memory game to 
read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words and 
improve memory skills. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: 2 sets of sight word cards 
(no, do, have, are, for, yes) 
 
Procedures: Write sight words on star 
shapes. Shuffle the sight word cards 
and place them face down on the 
table. Your child and you will take 
turns turning over two cards at a time. 
Your child will read the sight words. If 
they match, the cards are left facing 
up. If the cards do not match, they 
are turned face down again. 
Continue until all of the cards have 
been correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read and 
write the sight words. 
 
“Never be afraid to ask for 

help!” 
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Lesson 27 

I can read the story, “The 
Wish.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Wish. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Wish (Set 7, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is the story 
about? Why do you think there is a 
star on the illustration but the title is 
called, The Wish? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 28 
 

I can write about my wish. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: To go along with the 
story, The Wish, ask your child to think 
of a special wish and to write about 
it in her journal. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how you hope 
her wish comes true. 
 
“May all of your wishes come 

true!”  
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Lesson 29 

I can segment and count 
sounds in words. 

Objective: To segment and count 
sounds in words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: work mat of a row of four 
boxes, cupcake paper holder, star-
shaped cereal 
 
Procedures: Create a work mat that 
has a row of four boxes. Give your 
child a small container of star- 
shaped cereal. Say a word such as 
“snap”. Your child will segment the 
word and place a star in each of the 
four boxes since there are four 
sounds in that word. Continue with 
other words such as “ship”. For ship 
your child will place a star in three 
boxes because “sh” forms one 
sound. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
words for you to segment. Then enjoy 
a bowl of star cereal together. For an 
art project, have your child glue the 
stars to black construction paper to 
create constellations. 
 

Lesson 30 

I can spell cvc words. 

Objective: To spell cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: highlighters, white paper, 
black light 
 
Procedures: Give your child words to 
spell using the highlighters on white 
paper. When finished, turn off the 
lights and have her place her paper 
near a black light to see the words 
glow. If you do not have a black light, 
your child can use glow-in-the-dark 
markers or paint that will glow when 
you turn off the lights.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Create a rocket with a 
large box from a local appliance 
store. Then climb aboard and listen to 
your child read all of the outer space 
books to you again.- 
 

“Twinkle, twinkle, little 
star…                We 

wished for you and here you 
are!” 
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Lesson 1 

 
I can decode “ing”. 

 
Objective: To decode “ing”. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: index cards, marker, colored 
sugar crystals, foil, tray 
 
Procedures: Create a “magic dust” 
tactile tray with colored sugar crystals 
used for decorating cookies and cakes. 
Cover a tray with foil and spread a thin 
layer of the sugar crystals on it. Write 
“ing’ on an index card. Tell your child 
she is going to learn a new word family 
which can also be used as a word 
ending. Display the card that says “ing.” 
Tell her these letters say /ing/. Give 
examples of words containing “ing”. 
Have your child trace the letters with her 
index finger while saying “ i…n…g…says 
/ing/. Your child will spell “ing” words in 
the magic dust! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to decode 
“ing” again and to tell you several 
words that end in “ing.” 

Lesson 2 
 

I can read cvc words with 
“ing”. 

 
Objective: To read cvc words with 
“ing”. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: pie tin, blackbird cutouts, 
white crayon 
 
Procedures: Have your child create 
blackbirds from two circles. Glue on 
the eyes and beaks. Use a white 
crayon to write words on the birds 
such as sing, king, ring, ding, ping, 
and wing. Place the birds in a pie tin. 
Sing or play a recording of the 
nursery rhyme song “Sing a Song of 
Sixpence.” Draw attention to the 
“ing” words in the song such as sing 
and king. Ask your child to pull a 
blackbird out of the pie and read 
the word to you. Continue until the 
pie tin is empty. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again and then she will write 
them on lined paper. 
 
“We use good manners in our 

kingdom.” 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “The 
King.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The King. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The King (Set 8, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? Where is the king? What 
is he doing? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about how I would 
rule my kingdom. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a children’s book 
about a king such as “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes.” Talk about the role of 
a king and discuss laws. For this 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
pretend he ruled a kingdom and 
could make a new law. What would 
the law be? Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you liked 
his new law. 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can rhyme words. 
 

Objective: To rhyme words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: word cards 
 

Procedures: Spread word cards on 
the table. To the tune of London 
Bridge, sing:  
 
Find the word that rhymes with king, 
Rhymes with king, 
Rhymes with king, 
Find the word that rhymes with king 
And read it to me. 
 
You can change up the activity by 
giving different clues such as, find the 
word that begins with /fr/ or find the 
word that ends with /sh/, etc. This 
activity is fun because it involves singing 
and improves listening skills. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to give you 
clues to find the words. Then have 
your child write the words on lined 
paper. 
 
“Say please and thank you.” 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can read cvc words that end 
with “ck.” 

 
Objective: To read cvc words ending 
in “ck”. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: tissue box, construction 
paper, wiggly eyes, glue, marker, 
word cards. 
 
Procedures: Use a tissue box with a 
design that looks like dragon scales. 
Or cover one with paper. Add 
details to make it look like a dragon. 
Create decodable word cards 
ending in “ck”. Explain to your child 
that “ck” says /k/. When she reads a 
word ending in ck, she will only make 
the /k/ sound once. Have her pull a 
card from a basket. If she reads the 
words correctly, she may “feed” it to 
the dragon. Continue until the 
basket is empty. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Remove the words from 
the dragon. Your child will read the 
words again and then she will write 
them on a wipe-off board. 
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, “Dip 
and Sip.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Dip and Sip. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Dip and Sip (Set 8, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who is the main 
character? What do you think the 
queen likes to do? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about my favorite 
cookie. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about how the 
queen liked eating cookies and 
sipping tea. For this writing prompt, 
ask your child to write about her 
favorite kind of cookie. Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how her story 
made you hungry for cookies. Then 
bake your favorite cookies together! 
 

“Never burp out loud or 
slurp.” 
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Lesson 9 
 

I can identify where sounds 
are located within words. 

 
Objective: To identify where sounds 
are located within a word. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: cupcake liner, small trail 
mix items such as cereal, m & m’s, 
fish crackers, etc. 
 
Procedures: Give your child a 
cupcake liner of trail mix and a 
napkin. Say a word such as ‘frog’. 
Ask your child to place a trail mix 
item on his napkin to represent each 
sound in the word ‘frog’. He will 
place four items in a row. Tell him to 
eat the /r/. He will eat the second 
item. Then tell him to eat the /g/ and 
he will eat the last item. Continue 
until all the sounds have been eaten. 
Then play again using different 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child think of 
words for you to “eat the sounds.” 
Then enjoy eating trail mix together. 
 
 
 

Lesson 10 
 

I can read sight words:  
look, funny 

 
Objective: To read sight words: look, 
funny (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: rolling pin, vanilla wafers, 
ziploc bag, tray, sight word cards 
 
Procedures: Place several cookies in 
a ziploc bag. Have your child crush 
the cookies with the rolling pin to 
make fine crumbs. Pour the crumbs 
onto a tray. Tell your child she is 
going to learn two new sight words. 
Display the sight word ‘look’ and 
read it to your child. Have your child 
trace look with her finger. Then she 
will copy the word by writing it in the 
cookie crumbs, saying each letter 
and then the word. Repeat several 
times and then do the same exercise 
with the word ‘funny’. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the two new sight words again and 
write them on lined paper. 
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Lesson 11 

I can read the story, “Look 
At Me.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Look at Me. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Look at Me (Set 8, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who is the main 
character? How can you tell he is a 
wizard? What tricks might he do? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write about a magic 
potion. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how wizards 
were scientists, called alchemists. 
Their “magic” was actually science 
tricks. For this writing prompt, ask your 
child to pretend to be a wizard. He 
will write about two things he could 
mix together to form something new. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
clever picture and how his story 
made you smile. 
 
 



34 
 

Lesson 13 
 

I can identify short vowel 
sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify short vowel 
sounds. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: five star cut-outs, five 
straws, glitter glue, tape 
 
Procedures: Have your child write a 
vowel on each of the stars. Then she 
can decorate them with glitter glue. 
Tape each of the stars to a straw. 
Say a word. Your child will listen for 
the vowel sound and hold up the 
corresponding magic wand. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child think of 
two words for each of the vowels 
and list them on lined paper. 
 
 
“Always be kind and helpful.” 

 

Lesson 14 
 

I can identify beginning 
sounds including blends and 

digraphs. 
 
Objective: To identify beginning 
blends and digraphs. 
 
Materials: frog cut-outs, black 
cauldron, ladle, small objects, small 
paint brush, chalkboard, water 
 
Procedures: Place several small 
objects in a black pot. (You can find 
plastic cauldrons at a dollar store 
around Halloween.) Write matching 
letter sounds, blends and digraphs 
on the frog cut-outs. Your child will 
dip the ladle into the pot and scoop 
up an object. She will place it on the 
frog with the corresponding sound, 
blend or digraph. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Say a beginning sound 
(including known blends and 
digraphs) and have your child 
“paint” them on a chalkboard with 
water. Tell her to watch the words 
magically disappear. 
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “The 
Kiss.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Kiss. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Kiss (Set 8, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? How can you tell 
the girl is a princess? Who do you 
think might get a kiss? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about a princess. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about princesses 
and see how many different Disney 
princesses your child can name. Ask 
her to write about her favorite 
princess. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Tell her how 
beautiful her princess is and how 
much you enjoyed her story. 
 
“Greet people with a friendly 

hello.” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can match uppercase and 
lowercase letters. 

 
Objective: To match uppercase and 
lowercase letters. (RF.K.1) 
 
Materials: Hershey kisses, dot stickers, 
marker, paper 
 
Procedures: Write the uppercase 
letters on small cards and randomly 
spread them on the table. Write the 
lowercase letters on the dot stickers 
and place them on the bottoms of 
chocolate kisses. Hide the kisses 
around the room. Your child will find 
each kiss, identify the lowercase 
letter and match it to the uppercase 
letter on the paper. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child sing the 
abc song and arrange the cards in 
alphabetical order. When finished, 
share a few of the chocolate kisses! 
(Try to refrain from eating them all 
yourself!) 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read cvc words.  
 
Objective: To read cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: blue poster board, marker, 
toy frogs, lily pad cut-outs, princess 
clipart 
 
Procedures: Teach your child the /sl/ 
blend. Prepare a board game to 
practice decoding words with blends 
and digraphs (sl, st, fr, sh). Cut the 
poster board into a pond shape. Cut 
out several lily pad shapes and write a 
decodable word on each. On some 
of the lily pads, write “Go Back 2”, “Go 
Back 1”, etc. Glue the lily pads to the 
pond, forming a trail. Glue a princess 
at the end. You and your child will 
take turns rolling the dice and moving 
your frog. Your child will read each 
word upon which the frogs land. The 
frog who reaches the princess first, 
wins the game! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write five of the 
words on lined paper. 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “Stop 
Hopping.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Stop Hopping. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Stop Hopping (Set 8, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? How can you tell he is a 
jester? What is the jester doing? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about a jester. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the role of the 
jester in a castle and ways he can 
make the king laugh. Ask your child to 
write how he would make the king 
laugh if he was a jester. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds that 
he hears in words. Write the real words 
under his sentence. Then he will 
illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Tell him you liked 
his funny jester and how his story 
made you laugh. 
 
“Always say you are sorry if 

you hurt someone.” 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can identify sight words. 
 

Objective: To identify sight words 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: word cards, brown paper 
grocery bag, bows, stickers, fuzzy 
balls, foam shapes, glue 
 
Procedures: Have your child create 
a funny hat by rolling up the edges 
of the bag. He will glue various 
materials to the hat to make it funny. 
Write sight words on index cards and 
place them at the end of the room. 
Your child will be jester wearing his 
funny hat. Say a sight word and your 
child will hop to the word, pick it up 
and hop back. Continue until all the 
words have been found. This game 
could also be played outdoors for 
fresh air. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the sight words again and write 
them on a lined chalkboard. 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can decode real and 
nonsense words. 

 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: small balloons, slips of 
paper, king and jester clipart. 
 
Procedures: Write real and nonsense 
cvc words on slips of paper. Place 
each word inside of a balloon and 
inflate the balloon. Toss the balloons in 
the air and have your child catch one. 
You or your child will pop the balloon 
and your child will read the word. If it is 
a real word, he will give it to the king. If 
it is a nonsense word, he will give it to 
the jester. Continue until all the 
balloons have been popped. (If your 
child does not like balloons to pop, 
you can write the words on the 
outside of the inflated balloons, 
instead of placing the words inside the 
balloons.) 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word again and count to see who has 
the most words.   
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “I Have 
Fun.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, I 
Have Fun. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: I Have Fun (Set 8, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What type of 
building is pictured? Who would live 
in the castle? What do people do in 
a castle? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about a castle. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the people 
who live in the castle and how they 
have fun. For this writing prompt, ask 
your child to write how she would 
have fun in the castle. Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Tell her how 
much you enjoyed reading her story 
and how nicely she illustrated it. 
 

“Listen when others are 
speaking.” 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can read and perform action 
words. 

 

Objective: To identify action words 
(L.K.1, R.K.2)) 
 

Materials: word cards, basket 
 

Procedures: Write decodable action 
words on index cards such as 
swimming, jumping, hugging, 
cutting, humming, singing, hopping, 
running, jogging, etc. Place the word 
cards in a basket. Then play 
charades. Your child will choose a 
card and silently read the word. 
Then he will act it out for you and 
you will guess the action word. Then 
it is your turn to choose a card. 
Continue until all the words have 
been read. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again and then write five 
of them on lined paper. 
 

“Share with others.” 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 26 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: shield cut-outs, clipart, 
sentence strips, marker 
 
Procedures: Create shield cut-outs 
from construction paper. Glue various 
clipart to each shield. Write 
decodable sentences that 
correspond to the clipart. Your child 
will choose a sentence strip, read the 
sentence and match it to the 
corresponding shield.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
sentence and choose three sentences 
to write. Then create a “castle” with 
couch cushions, snuggle inside and 
listen to your child read all of Set 8 
Medieval Magic books to you. 
 

“Use good manners 
everywhere.” 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can create a word web. 
 

Objective: To create a word web.  
(L.K.2) 
 
Materials: paper, marker 
 
Procedures: Discuss how the theme for 
Set 9 books is about the farm. Explain to 
your child that he will help you create a 
word web. Draw a circle in the middle 
of the paper and write the word “Farm” 
inside the circle. Ask your child for words 
that come to mind when he thinks of a 
farm. Draw lines from the circle and 
write the words on the word web. Your 
child may even be able to write many 
of the words himself. This activity 
develops language skills and seeing the 
words in print. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When the word web is 
complete, ask your child to see how 
many of the farm words he can read 
back to you. 

Lesson 2 
 

I can identify the “tr” and 
“ch” sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify the “tr” and 
“ch” sounds. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3)) 
 
Materials: picture cards, tr and ch 
cards, styrofoam tray, cornmeal. 
 
Procedures: Display the tr blend card 
and the ch digraph card. Talk about 
the sounds and how sometimes 
these sounds can be confusing 
because they sound similar. Give 
your child picture cards to match to 
the correct letter cards. Then have 
your child spell words such as trip, 
chop, trap, truck, chug, etc. in the 
cornmeal. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child be the 
teacher. She will give you “tr” and 
“ch” words to spell in the cornmeal. 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “The 
Trip.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Trip. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Trip (Set 9, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What type of 
vehicle is pictured? Is the bus driving 
in the city or in the country? How 
can you tell? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about things I 
see on the farm. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Refer back to the word 
web that you and your child created 
about a farm. Ask your child to write 
about things he might see if he 
visited a farm. Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
nice illustrations and how his story 
makes you want to visit a farm. You 
may even want to plan a field trip 
together to a local farm. 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can read cvc words  
 
Objective: To read cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: yellow poster board, marker 
 
Procedures: Draw a large bus shape 
on the yellow poster board. Write 
decodable words on the bus. Take 
turns playing “I Spy.” Make statements 
such as “I spy a word that begins with 
/ch/.” Or “I spy a word that ends with 
/ing/.” Continue with different clues. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word on the bus and choose 
five of the words to write on lined 
paper. 
 
 
“This is a good theme to talk 

about chores for young 
children.” 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can segment and blend 
words. 

 

Objective: To segment and blend 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: bus cut-outs or clipart, 
marker 
 

Procedures: Spread word cards on 
the table. Your child will choose a 
word card. To the tune of Wheels on 
the Bus, she will sing:  
 
The sounds in the word go /sh/ /o/ /p/, 
/sh/ /o/ /p/, /sh/ /o/ /p/.  
The sounds in the word go /sh/ /o/ /p/ 
and the word is shop!   
 
Continue with different words. 
 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the words to you again. Then have 
her choose five words to write on a 
wipe-off board. 
 
“Doing chores helps children 
gain responsibility and self-

reliance.” 
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Lesson 7 
 

I can identify the /cl/ and 
/pl/ sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify the blends /cl/ 
and /pl/. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: picture cards, cl and pl 
cards, bin, yellow shredded paper or 
straw 
 
Procedures: Display the cl and pl 
blends. Talk about the sounds in 
each blend. Glue cl and pl clipart to 
corn kernel shapes and hide them in 
a bin of yellow shredded paper or 
real straw. Your child will find a 
picture in the straw and match it to 
the correct blend.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child spell 
words such as plug, clip, plum, and 
clap on lined paper. 
 

“Chore #1 Feed the pets.” 

 

Lesson 8 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To fluently read cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: an empty clear plastic jar, 
popcorn kernels, small blank cards, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Wash out a large, clear 
peanut butter jar and fill it three 
fourths full of popcorn kernels. Write 
cvc and/or sight words on the blank 
cards. Place the word cards in the 
jar. Your child will slowly turn the jar 
and read any word that is 
uncovered. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
five different words that he found. 
 
 

“Chore #2 Make the bed.” 
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Lesson 9 

I can read the story, “Six 
Jobs.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Six Jobs. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Six Jobs (Set 9, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What type of 
building is pictured? Who are the 
children in the picture? Why are they 
dressed in overalls? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 10 
 

I can write about jobs I 
would do on a farm. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Refer back to the story 
and name some of the jobs the 
children performed. Ask your child to 
write about jobs she would like to do 
on a farm. She may think of jobs that 
are not listed in the story. Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you like 
the jobs she chose.  
 

“Chore #3 Set the table.” 
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Lesson 11 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: animal cut-outs, sentence 
strips, marker 
 
Procedures: Create animal cut-outs 
from construction paper or use animal 
clipart (hen, duck, hog, cat, dog, and 
chick.) Write decodable sentences 
from the story, Six Jobs, which go 
along with the animals. Your child will 
choose a sentence strip, read the 
sentence and match it to the 
corresponding animal.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
sentence and choose two sentences 
to write on lined paper.  

 

“Chore #4 Clear the table.” 

 

Lesson 12 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with tr, cl. pl and ch. 
 
Objective: To sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: four farm stuffed animals, 
four small plastic bowls, letter and 
picture cards (tr, cl, pl, ch) 
 
Procedures: Place a bowl in front of 
each stuffed animal. Place a 
blend/digraph card in front of each 
bowl. Tell your child the animals are 
hungry and need to be fed but they 
can only eat the “food” that begins 
with the sound on their bowl. Give 
your child a basket of picture cards. 
She will choose a card, name the 
picture and place it in the bowl that 
corresponds to the beginning sound. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After all of the animals 
have been “fed”, your child will 
check her work by naming the 
pictures for each of the sounds. 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can read sight words:  
where, here. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: 
where, here (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: tray, instant coffee, sight 
word cards 
 

Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
instant coffee on a tray. Tell your 
child she is going to learn two new 
sight words. Display the sight word 
‘where’ and read it to your child. 
Have your child trace ‘where’ with 
her finger. Then she will copy the 
word by writing it in the coffee, 
saying each letter and then the 
word. Repeat several times and then 
do the same exercise with the word 
‘here’. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the two new sight words again and 
write them on a chalk board. 

 
“Chore #5 Sort clean 

silverware.” 

 

Lesson 14 
 

I can read questions. 
 

Objective: To decode questions. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: animal cut-outs, 
construction paper, sentence strips, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Glue animal clipart (hen, 
duck, hog, cat, dog, and chick) to 
construction paper. Under each 
picture write a sentence for each 
animal such as, “Here is the duck.” 
(Do this for each animal.) Hide the 
animal cards around the room. On 
sentence strips, write the questions, 
“Where is the duck?” etc. Your child 
will choose a sentence strip, read the 
question and find the animal card. He 
will read the sentence on the animal 
card and continue until all the animals 
have been found. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Dictate the question 
“Where is the hen?” for your child to 
write on lined paper. Then dictate 
“Here is the hen.” for him to write. 
Make sure that he uses the correct 
punctuation.  
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “The 
Chick.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Chick. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Chick (Set 9, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is a chick? 
Where is the chick in the illustration? 
Do you think Ted likes the chick? 
How can you tell? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write facts about 
chicks. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about baby chicks. Ask your child to 
write facts about chicks in her 
journal. Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how you liked 
learning about baby chicks.  
 
“Chore #6 Dry and put away 

dishes.” 

 



49 
 

Lesson 17 

I can spell  cvc words. 
 
Objective: To spell cvc words with 
letter tiles. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: plastic eggs, nest, letter 
tiles, stuffed toy hen 
 

Procedures: Place three letter tiles in 
each egg that would form a cvc 
word. Put the eggs in a “nest” 
guarded by a stuffed toy hen. Your 
child will gather an egg from the 
nest and open it. Then she will spell a 
word with the letter tiles. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: For extra practice, your 
child can copy each word on a 
wipe-off board.  
 

“Chore #7 Wipe up spills.” 

 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read cvc words and 
sight words. 

 
Objective: To fluently read cvc 
words and sight words. (RF.K.2, 
RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: empty egg carton, small 
labels, permanent marker, button 
 
Procedures: Write sight words and 
decodable words on small labels 
and attach them to each section of 
the inside of an egg carton. Place a 
button inside the egg carton and 
close the lid. Your child will shake the 
egg carton and open the lid to see 
where the button landed. He will 
read the word to you. Continue the 
activity until all the words have been 
read. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child choose 
five of the words from inside the egg 
carton to write on a chalkboard. 
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Lesson 19 
 

I can read sight words:  my, 
he, an of, what. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: my, 
he, an, of, what (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, dish, 
chocolate syrup 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
chocolate syrup on a dish. Tell your 
child she is going to learn five new 
sight words. Display the sight word 
card, “he” and read it to your child. 
Have your child trace “he” with her 
index finger. Then she will copy the 
word by writing it in the chocolate 
syrup while saying each letter and 
then the word. Repeat several times 
and then do the same exercise with 
the other four sight words. This tactile 
experience is especially fun when 
she is allowed to lick her finger! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the five new sight words again and 
write them on lined paper. 
 
 

Lesson 20 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, hay, 
stuffed farm animal toys 
 
Procedures: Spread small piles of hay 
outside in the yard. Place the stuffed 
animals randomly about the yard to 
represent a barn yard. Place the sight 
word cards on the opposite side of the 
yard. Say a sight word to your child. 
He will cross the “barnyard” without 
stepping on the hay or animals to find 
the word card and bring it back to 
you. Continue until all the words have 
been retrieved. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
sight word cards to you again. Then 
he will help you gather the hay and 
the animals. 
 
“Chore #8 Stack books on a 

shelf.” 
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Lesson 21 

I can read the story, “Ted’s 
Job.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Ted’s Job. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Ted’s Job (Set 9, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What animal is 
beside Ted?  What do you think 
Ted’s job might be in this story? Why? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 22 
 

I can write facts about a 
cow. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read a non-fiction book 
about milk products we get from 
cows. Ask your child to write about 
his favorite milk products that comes 
from cows. Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how he made 
you hungry for those things! Then 
together, enjoy a bowl of ice cream 
with chocolate syrup!  
 

“Chore #9 Use a hand-held 
vacuum.” 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: empty plastic milk bottles 
(pint or quart size), permanent 
marker, ball. 
 
Procedures: Rinse out the milk 
containers and write a sight word on 
each one. Line up the bottles and 
your child will roll the ball to knock 
them over. As she sets them up 
again, she will read each sight word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each sight word to you again. Then 
she will write them on a magna 
doodle. 
 

“Chore #10 Prepare simple 
snacks.” 

 

Lesson 24 
 

I can read cvc words.  
 
Objective: To read cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Styrofoam cups, 
permanent markers. 
 
Procedures: Write consonants or 
blends on the rim of one cup and 
place it inside another cup. On the 
outer cup, write one or more word 
families. Your child will twist the cups, 
forming words to read to you. Some 
of the words may be nonsense 
words. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child choose 
five of the words to write on lined 
paper. 
 

“Chore #11 Match clean 
socks.” 
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Lesson 25 

I can read the story, “The 
Eggs.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Eggs. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Eggs (Set 9, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who is hiding 
painted eggs? Is this story fiction or 
non-fiction? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 26 
 

I can write a number story. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: In the story, The Eggs, 
Ted and Meg were finding and 
counting eggs. Tell your child to write 
a number story about how many 
eggs he found. Make sure the 
illustrations match the number he 
chose. Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
colorful illustrations and how you 
enjoyed his number story. 
 

“Chore #12 Dust the 
baseboards.” 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can match words that rhyme.  
 
Objective: To match words that 
rhyme. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: construction paper, paint 
set, index cards, marker, basket 
 
Procedures: Cut out egg shapes for 
your child to decorate. When dry, 
write sets of rhyming words on the 
eggs and the index cards. Tell your 
child he is a bunny who has to find 
words that rhyme. He will choose a 
card, read the word and hop around 
the room to find an egg that has a 
word that rhymes with the word on his 
card. Continue until all of the eggs 
have been gathered.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child think of 
additional words that rhyme with each 
picture. 
 

“Chore #13 Put away toys.” 

 

 

Lesson 28 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: carrot cutouts, marker, 
sentence strip. 
 
Procedures: Create carrot cut-outs 
from construction paper and write 
decodable adjectives, nouns and 
verbs on each. Examples: 
 
Adjectives: red, funny, big, little, hot, mad, sad, sick 
Nouns: pig, hen, kid, ship, jug, chick, rug, bed, fox, truck 
Verbs: hop, run, nap, sit, cut, jog, chop, shop, clap,  
 
Place the carrots in three baskets. On 
the sentence strip write, The 
___________ ___________ can 
___________. Your child will pull out a 
carrot from the adjective basket and 
place it on the first line, a noun on the 
second line and a verb on the last line. 
Then she will read the sentence. 
Remove the carrots and continue with 
more words. Be prepared for lots of 
giggles. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will write two 
favorite sentences on lined paper. 
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Lesson 29 

I can read the story, “Jack.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Jack. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Jack (Set 9, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? Can you think of another 
story about a boy named Jack? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 30 
 

I can write about plants. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Read the real story of 
Jack and the Beanstalk and 
compare the two stories. Then talk 
about things plants need in order to 
grow. Ask your child to write about 
the things that plants need. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
pretty illustrations and how you 
learned about what plants need. 
 
“Chore #14 Water the plants.” 
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Lesson 31 
 

I can spell words! 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words using 
plastic letters. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: tub of dirt, lima beans, 
permanent marker, small shovel or 
rake 
 
Procedures: Fill a small tub with dirt. 
Write letters on lima beans and bury 
them in the dirt. Your child will dig for 
the letters. When all of the letters 
have been found, ask your child to 
spell cvc words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Let your child use the 
letters to spell words for you to read. 
Have your child choose five words to 
write on lined paper. 
 

“Chore #15 Dust mop the 
floor.” 

 

Lesson 32 

I can segment and count 
sounds in words. 

Objective: To segment and count 
sounds in words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: work mat (a row of four 
boxes), small shovel, dry lima beans 
 

Procedures: Create a work mat that 
has a row of four boxes. Give your 
child a small “shovel” of lima beans. 
Say a word such as “clap”. Your 
child will segment the word and 
place a bean in each of the four 
boxes since there are four sounds in 
that word. Continue with other words 
such as “chop”. For chop, your child 
will place a bean in three boxes 
because “ch” forms one sound. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Plant a few lima beans 
with your child to watch them grow! 
Then cuddle up and listen to your 
child read all of the Down on the Farm 
books from Set 9. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can identify the “dr” and 
“sw” sounds. 

 

Objective: To identify the blends “dr” 
and “sw.” (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: picture cards, dr and sw 
cards, balance beam, troll doll, Three 
Billy Goats Gruff book 
 
Procedures: Read the story The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff or watch a video 
online. Discuss the story with your child. 
Display the dr and sw blends. Talk 
about the sounds in each blend. Set 
up a balance beam and place the 
blend cards at one end. Give your 
child a picture card. He will pretend to 
be a “goat” crossing the troll’s bridge. 
When he reaches the other side, he 
will place his picture card beside the 
corresponding blend.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
words such as drum, swim, drip, swing. 

Lesson 2 

I can read real and nonsense 
words. 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: green construction paper, 
craft sticks, marker, shoe box, farmer, 
scarecrow 
 

Procedures: Cover the top of a shoe 
box with green paper to make it look 
like a garden. Cut slits in the top. 
Glue leafy shapes to the edge of 
craft sticks. Write a real or nonsense 
word on each stick and place them 
in the slits. Your child will pull a stick 
and read the word. If it is a real 
word, she will give it to the farmer. If 
it is a nonsense word, she will give it 
to the scarecrow. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the words 
again, your child can count to see 
who has the most words. 
 

“Is your child ready for more 
chores?” 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “The 
Pig.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Pig. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Pig (Set 10, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? Describe the pig. How 
can you tell this book is fiction? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about a pig. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction book 
about pigs or research pigs together 
online. Ask your child to write facts 
about pigs in his journal. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you 
learned facts about pigs from his 
nonfiction story. 
 

“Chore #1 Help unload the 
groceries.” 
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Lesson 5   
 

I can make new words by 
changing one letter. 

Objective: To make new words by 
changing one letter. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: pig workmat, letter tiles, 
crayons 
 

Procedures: Draw a large pig shape 
on paper with a row of three boxes 
in the middle. Ask your child to spell 
a word such as ‘pig’ by placing a 
plastic letter in each of the boxes. 
Then say, “Change pig to wig”. She 
will replace p with w. Next, ask her to 
change wig to wag. She will change 
the middle letter. Continue the 
game with other changes such as 
wag to bag, bag to bat, bat to hat, 
hat to hut, hut to rut, rut to rug, etc. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child may color or 
decorate the pig.  
 

“Chore #2 Peel potatoes or 
carrots.” 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can read the sight word: 
she 

 
Objective: To read the sight word: 
she (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word card, dish, 
chocolate frosting 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
chocolate frosting on a dish. Tell your 
child she is going to learn a new 
sight word. Display the sight word 
card, “she” and read it to your child. 
Have your child trace “she” with her 
index finger. Then she will copy the 
word by writing it in the chocolate 
frosting (which you can pretend is 
mud for the pig.) As she writes, she 
will say each letter and then the 
word. Repeat several times. This 
tactile experience is especially fun 
when she is allowed to lick her finger! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the word again. Then have fun 
baking and frosting cupcakes 
together! 
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, “The 
Dog.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Dog. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Dog (Set 10, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
characters in this story? What are 
they doing? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about a dog. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read short stories about 
dogs or talk about funny things your 
pet dog may have done. Ask your 
child to make up a story about a 
dog. Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how her funny 
story made you laugh. 
 
“Chore #3 Help give the dog a 

bath.” 

 



61 
 

Lesson 9 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To fluently read cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: bingo workmats, pencil, 
Scooby snacks. 
 
Procedures: Create bingo workmats 
with 16 spaces. Say a cvc word to 
your child. Your child will write the 
word in any of the sections. You will 
do the same with your bingo card. 
Continue saying words until all of the 
sections are filled. Place the word 
cards in a pile. You and your child 
will take turns pulling a card and 
reading the word. Cover each word 
when it is called with a Scooby 
snack. When the player has four 
snacks in a row covered with bones 
(vertical or horizontal), shout, 
“bingo!” Remove the bones and 
play again!  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
each cvc word again. Then enjoy 
eating the Scooby snacks! 
 

Lesson 10 
 

I can identify short vowel 
sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify short vowel 
sounds. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: large dog bone shapes, 
marker, clipart, playdough 
 
Procedures: Cut out 10 bone shapes. 
Write a cvc word on each, replacing 
the vowel with a blank line. Glue a 
picture to each bone. Your child will 
identify the picture and form the 
vowel using playdough. Continue 
until all the bones have a vowel. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child think of 
two different words for each of the 
vowels and list them on lined paper. 
 

“Chore #4 Brush the dog.” 
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Lesson 11 

I can read the story, “The 
Cat.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Cat. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Cat (Set 10, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
characters in this story? Why does 
the cat look happy? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write about a cat. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction story 
about a cat or research cats 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about a cat. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
nice illustrations and how you liked 
his interesting cat facts. 
 

“Chore #5 Disinfect 
doorknobs.” 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can identify blends. 
 
Objective: To identify blends. (RF.K.1, 
RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: tree cut-outs, small clipart 
of a cat, marker 
 
Procedures: Make tree shapes from 
construction paper and write a 
blend on each one. Make a cat that 
is small enough to hide behind a 
tree. Ask your child to cover his eyes 
while you hide the cat. Then ask him 
to uncover his eyes. You will chant: 
“Little cat behind a tree, do you 
have a blend for me?” Your child will 
guess a blend by saying the sounds. 
Check to see if the cat is hiding 
there.  He will continue guessing until 
the cat is found. Hide the cat again 
and the game continues. 

 

 
 
Conclusion: Play again and let your 
child hide the cat for you to find! 
 

“Chore #6 Fold towels.” 

 

Lesson 14 
 

I can identify words that 
rhyme. 

 
Objective: To identify rhyming words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: mitten cut-outs, marker,  
 

Procedures: Read the nursery rhyme 
Three Little Kittens to your child or 
watch a video online. Make mitten 
shapes from construction paper. 
Write pairs of rhyming words on the 
mittens. Place one set of mittens in a 
pile and spread the other mittens on 
the table. Your child will pull a mitten 
from the pile, read the word and 
match it to a mitten that rhymes. 
Continue until all of the pairs of 
mittens have been matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
several pairs of rhyming words on 
lined paper. 
 
“Chore #7 Gather the trash.” 
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “Trot, 
Trot.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Trot, Trot. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Trot, Trot (Set 10, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Why is “Trot, 
Trot” a good title for this book? 
Describe the setting. Who is the main 
character in this story? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about a horse. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction story 
about a horse or research horses 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about a horse. Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
beautiful illustrations and how you 
like her horse facts. 
 
“Chore #8 Replace the empty 

toilet paper roll.” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: stick pony, sentence strips, 
marker, clipart 
 
Procedures: Create decodable 
sentences. Print clipart to match. 
Place the clipart around the room or 
outside around the yard. Your child 
will choose a sentence strip, read 
the sentence. Then he will gallop 
around to find the picture that 
matches his sentence.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
sentence again and choose two 
sentences to write on lined paper.  
 

“Chore #9 Rake leaves.” 

 

Lesson 18 
 

I can figure out a mystery 
word by guessing letters. 

 
Objective: To use decoding skills to 
guess a mystery word. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: letter tiles, wipe off board, 
marker, sugar cubes, toy horse 
 

Procedures: Place 10 letters at the 
top of the wipe off board. Draw 3 or 
4 lines at the bottom depending on 
the mystery word you choose. Place 
6 sugar cubes by a small toy horse. 
Write a cvc word on a piece of 
paper and place it face down so 
your child does not see it. Draw a 
line for each letter in the word. Ask 
your child to guess a letter. If the 
letter is in the mystery word, place it 
on the correct line. If it is not in the 
mystery word, remove it from the row 
and the horse loses one sugar cube. 
Your child will continue guessing 
letters. The goal is for your child to 
figure out the word before the horse 
loses all of its sugar cubes! Continue 
the game with a different cvc word. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child write a 
mystery word for you to guess. 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “Shag.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Shag. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Shag (Set 10, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? What farm animal 
is this story about? Who do you think 
is named Shag? Why? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about a sheep. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction story 
about a sheep or research sheep 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about a sheep. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how you like his 
nonfiction story.  
 
“Chore #10 Sweep up messes 

with a hand broom and 
dustpan.” 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can remove a letter and 
read the word that remains. 

 
Objective: To remove a letter and 
read the word that remains. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: wipe off board, marker, 
eraser  
 
Procedures: Read the nursery 
rhymes, Baa Baa Black Sheep and 
Mary Had a Little Lamb to your child 
or watch a video online of these 
poems. Draw a large sheep on a 
wipe off board. In the middle of the 
sheep, ask your child to spell the 
word “chip”. Then ask her to “shear-
off” the letter “c” with her eraser. Ask 
her what word remains. Continue 
with other words such as “trip-r”, 
“shop-s”, “ants-s”, “swing-w”, etc. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Give your child a list of 
words. Have her tell you a word to 
write. Then she will say a letter for 
you to “shear” from the word.  
 

 

Lesson 22 
 

I can decode real and 
nonsense words. 

 
Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: small spiral notebook, 
scissors, marker 
 
Procedures: Turn the notebook on 
the table so the spiral ring is at the 
top. Glue a picture of a sheep to the 
front cover of the notebook. Cut slits 
to form three equal sections on all of 
the pages, keeping them attached 
to the spiral ring. Write a consonant, 
blend or digraph on the first section 
of every page. On the middle 
section, write a vowel and on the 
last section, write a consonant. You 
can include st, sh, ck, ing on the last 
section. (Choose carefully what you 
write so that no inappropriate words 
can be formed.) Your child will 
randomly flip the pages and read 
the words that are formed. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
five of the words on lined paper. 
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “The 
Duck.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Duck. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Duck (Set 10, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who is the main 
character? What are the plants that 
are growing by the pond? Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about a duck. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Sing songs about ducks 
such as, “Five Little Ducks” or “Little 
White Duck”. Read a nonfiction story 
about a duck or research ducks 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about a duck. Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
pretty illustrations and how you like 
her nonfiction story.  
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Lesson 25 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: rubber duckies, 
permanent marker, bin of water, 
green paper 
 
Procedures: Use a permanent 
marker to write sight words on the 
bottom of several rubber duckies. 
Place the ducks in a bin of water. On 
green paper, write the same sight 
words. This will be the grass. Your 
child will choose a duck from the 
pond, read the sight word and 
place it on the corresponding word 
on the “grass”. Continue until the 
pond is empty. Another activity is to 
write pairs of matching sight words 
on the ducks and play memory. You 
and your child will take turns finding 
the matching pairs of ducks.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child “paint” 
several sight words with water using 
a paint brush and a chalkboard.  
 

Lesson 26 
 

I can read and answer yes and 
no questions. 

 

Objective: To read and answer yes 
and no questions. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: rubber duckies, yes and 
no cards, questions strips. 
 

Procedures: Write decodable 
questions on sentence strips such as 
“Can a pig shop?” “Is a chick little?” 
Place a yes sign and a no sign 
beside two rubber duckies. Your 
child will choose a sentence strip, 
read the question and place it by 
the duck with the correct answer. 
Continue until all the questions have 
been answered.   
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child write 
two questions on lined paper. Then 
relax on a blanket under a shade 
tree and listen to your child read all 
of the farm books in Set 10. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can read sight words:  too, 
that, us 

 

Objective: To read sight words: too, 
that, us. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: tray, cornmeal, sight word 
cards 
 

Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
cornmeal (the pioneers’ main food) 
on a tray. Tell your child she is going to 
learn three new sight words. Display 
the sight word “too” and read it to 
your child. Have your child trace “too” 
with her finger. Then she will copy the 
word by writing it in the sand, saying 
each letter and then the word. 
Repeat several times and then do the 
same exercise with the other two 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
three new sight words again and use 
them in a sentence. 

Lesson 2 
 

I can read sight words: with, 
your, be 

 

Objective: To read sight words: with, 
your, be (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: wikki stix, sight word cards 
 

Procedures: Tell your child he is going 
to learn three more new sight words 
for this set of books. Display the sight 
word “with” and read it to your child. 
Have your child trace “with” with his 
finger. Explain how the pioneers made 
their own candles with wax and a 
wick. Give your child wikki sticks to 
build the word. He will say each letter 
and then the word. Repeat several 
times. Continue the same exercise 
with the other two sight words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
three new sight words again and write 
them on a chalk board. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Some pioneers 
went west to be farmers. The 
land was rich and fertile.” 
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Lesson 3 

I can play a memory game to 
read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words and 
improve memory skills. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: boot cutouts, marker 
 
Procedures: Cut out cowboy boot 
shapes and write a sight word on 
each one. (too, that, us, with, your, 
be) Shuffle the sight word cards and 
place them face down on the table. 
Your child and you will take turns 
turning over two cards at a time. Your 
child will read the sight words. If they 
match, the cards are left facing up. If 
the cards do not match, they are 
turned face down again. Continue 
until all of the cards have been 
correctly matched. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
words again and write them on lined 
paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Some pioneers  
traveled west to start a  
business.”    

 

Lesson 4 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with st and bl. 

 

Objective: To sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: two covered wagon cut-
outs, pictures containing st and bl. 
 

Procedures: Explain how the 
pioneers traveled west in covered 
wagons. Cut out two covered 
wagon shapes and write the new 
blends on them. Give your child a 
basket of picture cards. She will 
choose a card, name the picture 
and place it by the covered wagon 
that corresponds to the beginning 
sound. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After all of the pictures 
have been sorted, your child will 
check her work by naming the 
pictures for each of the sounds.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Some traveled 
west for adventure and some 
went to prospect for gold.”   
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Lesson 5 

I can read the story, “Go 
West.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Go West. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Go West (Set 11, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What does it 
mean to go west? Describe the 
setting for this story. How will the 
pioneers travel west? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 6 
 

I can write about who will go 
west. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about who all 
traveled west in the covered wagon. 
Ask your child to pretend she is a 
pioneer going west. Ask her to write 
about who will go west with her. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you 
enjoyed reading her story.  
 

“Fun Fact:  It was safest to 
travel with other families 
forming a wagon train.”  

 



73 
 

Lesson 7 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To fluently read cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: wipe-off board, marker, 
eraser 
 
Procedures: Tell your child that you 
are going to play “Wagon Train 
Chant”. Print a cvc word such as 
“west” on the wipe-off board. You 
will begin the chant by pointing to 
the letter w and chanting loudly, 
“Give me a w!” Your child will 
respond by chanting, “w!” Then you 
will chant, “Give me an e!” Your 
child will chant “e!” Next you will 
chant, “Give me an s!” and so on 
until you have chanted each letter 
in the word. Then you will chant, 
“What’s that spell?” and your child 
will reply “west!” Erase the word and 
continue the game with new words.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
words and chant the letters to you! 
 
 

Lesson 8 
 

I can count syllables in 
words. 

 
Objective: To count syllables in 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: wagon wheel pasta, work 
mat containing 5 boxes. 
 
Procedures: Give your child a small 
container of wagon wheel pasta 
and a work mat with five boxes. 
Explain that he will be counting 
syllables in words and representing 
each syllable with a wagon wheel 
on his work mat. Some words will 
have as few as one syllable and 
some will have as many as five 
syllables. Say a word such as “he”. 
Your child will place 1 wagon wheel 
in the first box. Then he will remove 
the wheel. Say “alligator”. He will 
place four wagon wheels in the 
boxes. Continue with words such as 
hippopotamus, butterfly, wagon, 
etc.   
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your say words for 
you to count the syllables. 
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Lesson 9 

I can read the story, 
“Packing.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Packing. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Packing (Set 11, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
characters? Where do you think the 
family is going? What did they have 
to do before traveling? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 10 
 

I can write about what I will 
pack to go west. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about how the 
pioneers needed to take all of their 
belongings with them and supplies 
they would need for their long 
journey west Ask your child to write 
about what he will pack to go west. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how much you 
liked his story.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Pioneer children 
attended school in a one-room 
school house!”   
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Lesson 11 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: notebook, thin, colored 
markers or colored pencils 
 
Procedures: After reading the story, 
Packing, give your child a notebook 
and colored markers. Ask to see how 
many things she can remember from 
the story that the pioneers packed in 
their covered wagon. Then she may 
refer to the book to check her list. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child choose 
three of the words from the list and 
write a sentence for each. 
 
“Fun Fact:  For food, they 
packed cornmeal, bacon, eggs, 
beans, rice, flour, dried 
fruit, dried meat and a large 
barrel of water.”  

 

Lesson 12 
 

I can read and sort words by 
adjectives, nouns and verbs. 

 
Objective: To read and sort words by 
adjectives, nouns and verbs. (L.K.4) 
 
Materials: craft bags, googly eyes, 
packing straw, construction paper, 
crayons, glue, marker, index cards 
 
Procedures: Help your child to 
create horse bags. Label them as 
“adjective”, “noun”, and “verb.” 
Remind your child that an adjective 
describes something, a noun names 
a person, place or thing and a verb 
shows action. Write cvc words on 
notecards and place them in a pile. 
Your child will choose a card, read 
the word and place it in the correct 
bag.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have fun making up 
sentences together by choosing an 
adjective, a noun and a verb card. 
Enjoy lots of giggles with the funny 
sentences. 
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Lesson 13 

I can read the story, “Rags.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Rags. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Rags (Set 11, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? What is the name 
of the dog? Does the boy love the 
dog? How can you tell? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 14 
 

I can write about Rags. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about how Rags 
got into the supplies that the family 
had packed. Ask your child to write 
about something else that Rags may 
have gotten into.  Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how you 
enjoyed her funny story about Rags. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The journey west 
was very difficult. The 
pioneers faced steep 
mountains, raging rivers, 
illnesses and harsh weather 
conditions. “ 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: dried beans, sharpie, sack 
 
Procedures: Write letters, blends and 
digraphs on dried beans. Place them 
in a small drawstring sack or basket. 
Have your child dump the sack of 
beans on the table and pretend that 
Rags got into the beans! Ask your child 
to fix his mess by spelling as many 
words as he can with the beans. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word again and choose five words to 
write on lined paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Since the early 
settlers had no nails, the 
logs for their cabins were 
held together by wooden 
pegs.”   

 

 

Lesson 16 

I can  create sentences. 
 
Objective: To create sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Lincoln logs, sharpie 
 
Procedures: Talk about how there 
were no homes out west so the 
pioneers had to cut down trees and 
build their homes from logs. Write 
cvc words and sight words on 
Lincoln logs. (or you could cut labels 
for each block and write the words 
on the labels.) Ask your child to 
arrange the logs to create sentences 
to read to you. Talk about nouns, 
adjectives and verbs. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: For extra giggles, make 
silly sentences with the logs. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Log homes were 
heated by burning sod, which 
burned slowly. The fire was 
also used for 
cooking.” 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0h-e6qsrKAhVMOz4KHbyBCRcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartlord.com/2014/12/30/free-log-cabin-clip-art-2/&psig=AFQjCNFcv5Eo20T4q9bzg-kxtJy4igWvaQ&ust=1453995677803814
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Lesson 17 

I can read the story, “Fred 
and Ed.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Fred and Ed. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Fred and Ed (Set 11, Book 
4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who might Fred 
and Ed be? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 18 
 

I can write about what I 
would buy if I found gold. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the Gold 
Rush of 1849 and how many, many 
people went west in search of gold, 
hoping to get rich. Ask your child to 
write about something he would buy 
if he found gold. Encourage him to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how interesting 
his story was to read. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The 1849 Gold 
Rush brought many people to    
California, most of whom,       
stayed to farm.”  
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Lesson 19 
 

I can identify the sounds of 
letters, blends and digraphs. 
 
Objective: To identify the sounds of 
consonants, vowels, blends and 
digraphs. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: smooth pebbles, gold 
spray paint, sharpie, bin of water, 
brown paint, strainer 
 
Procedures: Use gold spray paint to 
cover the pebbles. When dry, write a 
letter, blend or digraph on each. Fill 
a bin with water and add some 
brown poster paint to make the 
water a little murky. Place the 
pebbles in the water. Talk about how 
one of the ways that pioneers 
looked for gold was in streams of 
water. Give your child a strainer to 
pan for gold. As each pebble is 
found, your child will say the sound 
and name a word that begins with 
that sound. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child spell 
cvc words with the pebbles. 
 

Lesson 20 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: aluminum foil, cardboard 
tube, construction paper, sharpie, 
flashlight or battery-operated lantern 
 
Procedures: Help your child 
construct a pick ax by molding the 
foil into the pick ax shape. Cut slits in 
one end of the tube to attach the 
foil. Cut out gold nugget shapes and 
write a sight word on each one. Hide 
the gold around the room and turn 
off the lights. Explain that miners took 
a lantern into dark caves and used a 
pick ax to chip away at the walls to 
search for gold. Say a sight word 
and your child will use the flashlight 
and pick ax to find the word on a 
piece of gold in the “cave”. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write six of 
them on a chalkboard. 
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Lesson 21 

I can read the story, “Chip.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Chip. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Chip (Set 11, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? What might his name 
be? What form of transportation do 
you see in the background? Do you 
think Chip will want to go on the 
train? Turn to the inside front cover to 
read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 22 
 

I can write about trains. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about how some of 
the pioneers settled in the Midwest 
but others went all the way to 
California. Read stories about John 
Henry and how the railroad was 
built. Discuss how trains made the 
travel faster and easier. Ask your 
child to write a fact about trains. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
nice illustrations and how you 
learned something from her 
nonfiction story. 
 

“Fun Fact:  Many songs and 
folklore were written about the 
first railroad.”  
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Lesson 23 
 

I can identify the beginning, 
middle and end of a story. 

 
Objective: To identify beginning, 
middle and end of a story. (RL.K.2) 
 
Materials: Cutouts of an engine, 
boxcar and caboose, sharpie, 
sentence strips.  
 
Procedures: Cut out shapes of an 
engine, a box car and a caboose. 
Write the word “beginning” “middle” 
and “end” on the train cars. Write 
three sentences from several stories 
on sentence strips. Keep each story 
separate. Talk about how events of 
a story happen in sequence. Have 
your child read the three sentences, 
decide if the sentences come at the 
beginning, middle or end of the story 
and place them by the correct train 
car. Continue with sentences from 
another story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
three of the sentences on lined 
paper. 
 

Lesson 24 
 

I can identify vowel sounds. 
 

Objective: To identify vowel sounds 
in words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: colored construction 
paper, dot stickers, popsicle sticks, 
marker 
 

Procedures: Help your child create 
five train cars with colored shapes. 
Use dot stickers for wheels. Then ask 
her to write a vowel on each car. 
Glue or tape each car to a popsicle 
stick. Say a word and your child will 
hold up the train car with the 
corresponding vowel sound. 
Continue with different words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write a 
word for each of the vowels on a 
chalkboard. 
 
“Fun Fact:  In 1869, the 
first transcontinental  
railroad in America was 
completed, linking the east 
with the west.” 
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Lesson 25 

I can read the story, “The 
Big Hunt.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Big Hunt. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Big Hunt (Set 11, Book 
6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? What kind of 
animal do you see? From the title, 
what do you think this story is about? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 26 
 

I can write about the 
buffalo. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Research facts about 
the buffalo with books or online. Ask 
your child to write facts about the 
buffalo. Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you liked 
learning about the buffalo. 
 
“Fun Fact:  In the 1800’s, 
the Great Plains buffalo were 
nearly hunted to extinction. 
Today there are laws to 
protect them.” 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can decode cvc words. 
 

Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: brown construction paper, 
sharpie, paper towel tubes, orange 
and yellow tissue. 
 
Procedures: Explain how there was 
no firewood on the prairie so the 
children gathered dried buffalo 
chips (buffalo waste) to burn for fuel. 
Create a “campfire” with the paper 
towel tubes and add the tissue. 
Make buffalo chips from the brown 
construction paper and write cvc 
words on them. Spread the buffalo 
chips around the room and place 
the campfire in the center of the 
room. (This activity could also be 
played outdoors.) Ask your child to 
find a buffalo chip and read the 
word to you. Then he will place it by 
the campfire. Continue until all the 
words have been found. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write them on 
a chalkboard. 

Lesson 28 

I can identify the missing 
letter. 

 
Objective: To identify missing letters 
in cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: construction paper, 
marker, clipart of cvc words, letter 
tiles 
 
Procedures: Explain how pioneer 
children learned to read using a 
hornbook. (The alphabet was written 
on thin parchment paper and 
attached to a wooden paddle. It 
was protected with a thin sheet of 
animal horn.) Cut out horn book 
shapes and glue clipart to each. 
Write the word under the picture, 
omitting one letter. Your child will fill 
in each missing letter with a letter 
tile. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again. Then create a 
covered wagon by placing a sheet 
over a card table. Snuggle inside 
and listen to your child read all of the 
Set 11 Pioneer Days books to you 
again. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can sort pictures that 
begin with th, sm, gl, fl. 

 

Objective: To sort pictures by their 
beginning sound. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: stick horse, marker, four 
mailbag cutouts, envelopes, clipart,  
 

Procedures: Research how the mail 
was delivered by pony express. Write 
th, sm, gl, and fl on mailbags. Talk 
about the sound of each digraph or 
blend. Glue clipart pictures of these 
sounds to the envelopes. Your child 
will ride on the pony and deliver 
each envelope to the correct 
mailbag.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After all of the pictures 
have been sorted, your child will 
check her work by naming the 
pictures for each of the sounds.  

Lesson 2 
 

I can read sight words:                   
one, two, all. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: one, 
too, all. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Ziploc bag, poster paint, 
sight word cards 
 

Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
poster paint inside a Ziploc bag and 
seal it tightly. Tell your child she is 
going to learn three new sight words. 
Display the sight word “too” and 
read it to your child. Have your child 
trace “too” on the card with her 
finger. Then she will copy the word 
by writing it on the Ziploc bag. As she 
presses with her finger, the letters will 
appear with no mess! Have her say 
each letter and then the word. 
Repeat several times and then do 
the same exercise with the other two 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the three new sight words again and 
use them in a sentence. 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “Jim 
and the Thug.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Jim and the Thug. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Jim and the Thug (Set 12, 
Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Why is one of 
the men wearing a badge? Who 
might the other man be? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about a sheriff. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of a 
sheriff and how he keeps his town 
safe. Ask your child to write facts 
about a sheriff.  Encourage him to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you liked 
reading his sheriff facts. 
 

“Fun Fact:  The early 
settlers elected a sheriff to 
keep their communities safe.” 

 

 



86 
 

Lesson 5 
 

I can identify words that 
rhyme. 

 
Objective: To identify rhyming words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: toy badges, clipart, glue 
 

Procedures: Purchase toy sheriff 
badges from the party favor section 
of a dollar store. Glue pairs of 
pictures that rhyme. Place the 
badges face down on a table to 
play a memory game. Take turns 
turning over two badges at time to 
see if the pictures rhyme. If they do, 
keep them face up. If not, turn them 
over and continue the game until all 
the matches have been found. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child think of 
additional words that rhyme and 
then he will write them on a wipe-off 
board. 
 

“Fun Fact:  Sheriffs hired 
assistants called deputies to 
help with the duties in the 

office.” 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: chocolate gold coins, dot 
stickers, marker, loot bag 
 

Procedures: Purchase chocolate 
gold coins or plastic coins. Write 
letters on dot stickers and attach them 
to the coins. Place the coins in a loot 
bag. Tell your child the sheriff returned 
the robber’s loot bag to the bank. 
Have your child dump the sack of 
coins on the table. Say words for her 
to spell and she will use the coins to 
spell each word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles and your 
child can tell you words to spell. Then 
enjoy eating some of the chocolate 
coins! 
 
“Fun Fact:  A group of men 
called a posse, helped the 
sheriff fight crime on the 

open frontier.” 
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, 
“Running Fox.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Running Fox. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Running Fox (Set 12, Book 
2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who might be 
named Running Fox? Why would a 
Native American have such an 
unusual name? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about a Native 
American. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read non-fiction books 
about the Native Americans who 
lived on the plains. Talk about their 
lives such as how they got their food, 
how they dressed, their homes, etc.  
Ask your child to write facts about 
Running Fox and how he helped the 
pioneer family. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
pretty drawings and how you liked 
her story about Running Fox. 
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Lesson 9 

I can read real and nonsense 
words. 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: colored construction 
paper, marker, two baskets 
 

Procedures: Cut out feather shapes 
from the colored paper. Write a real 
or nonsense word on each feather. 
Label two baskets as real and 
nonsense. Hold the feathers in your 
hand and say the following chant 
with your child: 
 

Running Fox was dancing all around. 
When the wind came up and blew his 

feathers down!” 
 

On the word “down”, toss the 
feathers into the air and have your 
child catch them on the way down. 
Then he will read the words, decide 
if they are real or nonsense and 
place them in the correct baskets. 
Continue until all of the feathers 
have been caught. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words from each basket again.  

Lesson 10 
 

I can write sentences. 
 

Objective: To write sentences. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: paper, pencil, letter beads, 
strings 
 
Procedures: Explain to your child that 
she will be making Native American 
beaded necklaces. Place a 
container of letter beads and plain 
beads on the table and several 
strings. Dictate a sentence to your 
child. Your child will write the 
sentence on the lined paper. Then 
she will find the letter beads to spell 
each of the words and place them 
on the string. Tell her to separate 
each word in the sentence with a 
plain colored bead. Continue with 
more sentences. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
sentences to you again. Then she may 
make up her own sentences. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Native American    
beads were carved from 
natural materials like 
shells, turquoise, copper, 
silver, wood, and from     
the bones, horns and teeth  
of animals.” 
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Lesson 11 

I can read the story, “The 
Tracks.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Tracks. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Tracks (Set 12, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? What is on the 
ground? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write about a animal 
tracks.  

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read non-fiction books 
about animal tracks. Talk about the 
different tracks. Possibly look for 
animal tracks outdoors.  Ask your 
child to draw some animal tracks 
and to write about what animal 
made the tracks. Encourage him to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool animal tracks and how you 
liked learning about the different 
types of tracks that animals make. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Coyotes, foxes 
and wolves have tracks like 
dog tracks.” 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: brown construction paper, 
marker, scissors, small treat or toy 
 
Procedures: Help your child trace his 
foot to make foot print shapes. Cut 
them out and write a sight word on 
each foot print. Place the footprints 
in a trail leading to a special treat or 
prize. Your child will follow the trail 
and read each sight word as he 
goes along. At the end of the trail, 
he will find a surprise waiting. This 
game could be played outdoors, 
weather permitting. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Gather the footprints 
and have your child read each word 
again. Then he will write five sight 
words on a chalkboard. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Detectives       
sometimes catch criminals by 
examining the tracks  
they leave behind.” 

 

Lesson 14 

I can spell words. 
 
Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: play dough, letter 
stampers, rolling pin 
 
Procedures: Purchase letter stampers 
and buy or make play dough. Your 
child will roll out the dough with a 
rolling pin. Say a cvc word such as 
“fox” and your child will press the 
letters into the dough to spell the 
word. Continue with different words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words he has stamped. Then he can 
make up his own words to stamp. 
When interest wanes, have fun 
together making things out of the 
playdough. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Animals leave 
tracks in mud and in snow.” 
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “The 
Ball.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Ball. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Ball (Set 12, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? Where does this 
story take place? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about a sport I 
enjoy where a ball is used. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about various sports 
that people play where a ball is 
used. Have your child write about his 
favorite one that he likes to play or 
watch. Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
nice illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed his story. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Pioneer children    
played games with balls                 
that were made out of            
canvas or leather.”  
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Lesson 17 
 

I can identify the sounds of 
blends, digraphs and vowels. 

 

Objective: To identify the sound of 
blends, digraphs and vowels. (RF.K.1, 
RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: beach ball, permanent 
marker 
 

Procedures: Blow up a beach ball 
that has several colored sections. 
Use the marker to write blends, 
digraphs and vowels all over the 
ball, writing several in each section. 
Toss the ball to your child. When he 
catches it, he will say the sound of 
the blend, digraph or vowel which is 
closest to his thumb. Then he will say 
a word that has the sound in it. He 
will toss the ball to you and you will 
say the sound and a word. Continue 
tossing the ball back and forth until 
most of the blends, digraphs and 
vowels have been named. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child say the 
sounds again as he writes them in a 
tray of sand.  
 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, ball, 
basket, wipe-off board, marker 
 
Procedures: Write decodable 
sentences on sentence strips. Your 
child will choose a sentence strip 
and read the sentence. For each 
word that she reads correctly, she 
gets a tally on the wipe-off board. 
Then she can earn a bonus point by 
tossing a ball into a basket. If it lands 
in the basket, she gets another tally. 
After all the sentences have been 
read, she can count her tally marks. 
  

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
sentence again and choose two 
sentences to write on lined paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Pioneer toys 
include ball and cup toy, 
cloth dolls, marbles, 
slingshots, stick and hoop,             
and stick horses.” 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “The 
Best Tricks.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Best Tricks. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Best Tricks (Set 12, 
Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? What is pinned to 
the children’s shirts? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about rodeo 
tricks.  

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the various 
types of tricks that took place at the 
rodeo. Research online other types 
of rodeo tricks.  Ask your child to 
write about her favorite rodeo trick. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
neat illustrations and how you much 
you enjoyed her story about rodeo 
tricks. 
 
“Fun Fact: A rodeo clown’s 
job is not only to be silly, 
but to distract a bull so a 
fallen rider has a        
chance to get away.” 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can decode cvc words. 
 

Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: tickets, clipart, hula hoop, 
stick pony, horse shoe toss, ring toss, 
bowling, etc. 
 

Procedures: Write decodable words 
on tickets. Then print and cut out 
clipart for each picture. Set up a 
“rodeo” with stations such as hula 
hoop, riding a stick pony, horse shoe 
toss, ring toss, knocking over plastic 
cups, etc. Place a clipart picture at 
each activity. Give your child 
“tickets” for the rodeo events. She 
will match the words on the tickets 
with the corresponding clipart to 
participate in each rodeo event. 
When she has completed all of the 
activities, place new clipart at each 
station and give her more tickets. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again. Then play rodeo 
together. 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can read and answer yes and 
no questions. 

 

Objective: To read and answer yes 
and no questions. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: toy horses, yes and no 
cards, questions strips. 
 

Procedures: Write decodable 
questions on sentence strips such as 
“Can a kid do tricks?” “Will a ball 
nap?” Place a yes sign and a no sign 
beside two toy horses. Your child will 
choose a sentence strip, read the 
question and place it by the horse 
with the correct answer. Continue 
until all the questions have been 
answered.   
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child write 
two questions on lined paper.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Riders aren’t the 
only ones judged at the 
rodeo. Horses and bulls are 
also judged for their speed 
and strength.” 
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “Liz.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Liz. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Liz (Set 12, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Describe the 
setting. What kind of animal is on the 
cover? Why might her name be Liz? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about a lizard. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Research lizards online 
with your child or read some non-
fiction books to her about lizards. 
Have her write facts about lizards. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Tell her you really 
like her lizard drawing and her lizard 
facts. 
 
“Fun Fact:  There are over 
3000 lizard species 
throughout the world. They 
are found all over the world 
except for the polar 
regions.” 
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Lesson 25 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To fluently read sight 
words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: bin, sand, sharpie, plastic 
bugs, lizard shaped cut-outs. 
 
Procedures: Purchase a few bags of 
plastic bugs at the dollar store. Use a 
sharpie to write a sight word on each 
bug. Cut out lizard shapes from 
green construction paper. Write a 
sight word on each. Create a 
sensory bin with your child using 
sand, rocks, clay cacti and plastic 
bugs. Your child will find a bug, read 
the sight word and match it to the 
lizard with the corresponding sight 
word. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: When all the bugs have 
been found, your child will read 
each sight word and use it in a 
sentence.  
 

 

Lesson 26 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To read cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: bug cut-outs, marker, stick, 
toy lizard, gum band, masking tape 
 
Procedures: Print clipart of bugs on 
cardstock paper. Write a cvc word 
on the back each bug. Fasten a 
lizard to a stick using a gum band. 
Roll a piece of masking tape and 
attach it to the lizard. Spread the 
bugs on the floor. Your child will 
make the lizard “catch” a bug by 
touching it with the masking tape. 
Then your child will turn the bug over 
to read the word. 
  

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word again and write them on lined 
paper. Then snuggle up together in 
a big comfy chair and listen to your 
child read all of Set 12 Wild West 
books to you again! 
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