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Introduction 

In our first teaching guide, Level A- Sights and Sounds, your child learned all of 
the consonants and short vowel sounds. The second teaching guide, Level B – 
Blends and Ends, introduced your child to several blends, digraphs and various 
word endings. In this third and final teaching guide, Level C – Moving Along, 
your child will learn the long vowel sounds plus many other skills to lay a strong 
foundation for reading. Our teaching guides are designed to give you a variety 
of lessons to help your child become a happy, confident reader. Each lesson 
contains a multi-sensory activity to make learning to read meaningful and fun! 
The lessons go along with the scope and sequence of the skills presented in our 
decodable books. However, these lessons can be used with any curriculum to 
incorporate “hands-on” activities for teaching reading skills. 

For most of the lessons and activities, you will be able to create your own 
materials using household items and by downloading our free resource pages. 
For each activity, we have included a photo to better explain the lesson. 
Although many of the teaching ideas are our own, we do not claim ownership 
for the origin of all of the activities. Some we found on Pinterest, teaching blogs, 
and other places and some we do not know their origin. We tested each lesson 
and took a photo. 

You may find that your child does not need to complete all of the activities but 
we wanted to include many different types of lessons to reach all learning styles 
and levels of ability. Or, you may find your child needs additional practice on 
certain skills. So you can repeat or change the activities to suit your child’s 
needs. You can also substitute your own materials and ideas.  

If you are a classroom teacher, you can adapt many of the lessons for whole 
group or small group instruction. You can even use the activities as a center. 
You will find your students learn best when they are engaged in multi-sensory 
experiences.  

The Five Components of Reading 

The National Reading Panel states that a quality reading program will include 
five components: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and 
comprehension. We have designed our lessons and books to incorporate these 
five components.  
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Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate individual sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken words. Before children can learn to read, they must 
understand how the sounds in words work. Remember that phonemic 
awareness only involves the hearing of sounds in words, not the visual print.  

Phonemic Awareness is important because it helps children learn to read and 
spell. Children who are phonemically aware are likely to have an easier time 
learning to read and spell than those who are not. 

Several types of activities will help your child develop phonemic awareness. 
These activities can be used while taking a walk, riding in the car, waiting for 
appointment, etc., since they are done orally while your child listens. 

Phoneme identity - What sound is the same in the words hop, hat, hug? /h/ 

Phoneme categorization - Which word does not belong in the words tap, tug, 
red?  Red does not belong because it begins with a different sound. 

Phoneme blending - What word do you hear when you blend /t/ /a/ /p/? tap 

Phoneme segmentation - How many sounds do you hear in the word flag?       
/f/ /1/ /a/ /g/ 4 sounds. 

Phoneme deletion – What word do you hear when you say plate without /p/? 
late 

Phoneme addition - What word do you hear when you add /s/ to the beginning 
of nap? snap. 

Phoneme substitution - The word is cat. What do you hear when you change /c/ 
to /h/? hat. 

Rhyming – What rhymes with map? (tap) or What are the two words that rhyme 
in this sentence? The frog sat on a log. (frog, log) 

Phonics involves the relationships between letters and individual sounds. 
Children need to understand that text is simply spoken words written down. The 
alphabet is the basic tool for learning to read and write. 

You can help your child learn phonics by providing them with magnetic letters, 
abc puzzles, alphabet blocks, letter tiles, and alphabet games. Writing the letters 
and words is very beneficial. Provide your child with a dry-erase board, wipe-off 
markers, paper and writing tools. Creating abc books and stories together is a 
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great way for children to understand phonics. You can also find many 
interactive phonics games online. 

While phonemic awareness focuses on hearing the sounds in spoken language, 
phonics instruction involves reading and writing words. Phonics instruction is most 
effective when it is taught directly with a specific set of letters in a clearly 
defined order. In our lessons, your child will learn a block of four consonants and 
a vowel and how to decode and write words containing those letters. Then your 
child will move on to the next block of letters.  

Fluency is the ability to read a text quickly and accurately. Fluency develops 
with practice. Children become more fluent readers the more they read! Our 
program has 108 decodable books that help build fluency.  

You can encourage your child to read by taking him to the local library and 
encouraging him to borrow books. If your child doesn’t already have his very 
own library card you can help him to get one. You can also borrow books for 
yourself and make family reading an important part of your daily routine. When 
children see their parents reading, they become life-long readers, too.  

Strong phonics skills are needed to decode new words and strengthen fluency. 
Sight word recognition is also a factor to improve fluency. Encourage your child 
to read familiar books over and over again as this helps develop fluency and 
word recognition.  Children that read daily become more fluent readers. 

Vocabulary refers to words and their meanings. Strong vocabulary knowledge 
improves reading comprehension. Children must also have good vocabulary 
skills in order to communicate effectively; these skills apply to speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing. You can help your child to develop a larger vocabulary by 
talking about new words in a story or teaching a new word of the day. Children 
can also use context clues and picture clues to figure out the meaning of words. 
New vocabulary words are listed inside the front cover of each Half-Pint Reader 
to discuss before reading. However, since these words are basically cvc words, 
you will want to read authentic literature to your child daily for more advanced 
vocabulary words. 

Comprehension refers to the ability to understand what one is reading. 
Comprehension is more than just reading (or decoding) the words out loud. 
Children with strong comprehension skills are able to relate the text they are 
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reading to what they already know, while gaining new knowledge and 
understanding. 

In order for your child to appreciate, evaluate or respond emotionally to a text, 
she must be able to relate to the text using personal background knowledge. 
You can help your child to build her background knowledge by taking her to 
different places such as the store, the park, the zoo, a museum, science center, 
etc. Talk to your child during these outings and encourage her to ask questions.  

Reading needs to be useful, enjoyable, and meaningful. You can help your 
child to gain comprehension skills by encouraging him to make predictions, ask 
questions and to form opinions while reading. You can also help him to make 
the connection between the book and his own background knowledge and 
personal experiences. Before you read with your child, introduce key ideas in 
the text in order to increase his ability to understand the text. It is important to 
encourage your child to read and listen to a wide variety of books and genres 
like fiction, non-fiction and informational books such as autobiographies and 
poems. To see if your child has comprehended what he has read, each of our 
Half-Pint Readers has comprehension questions listed at the end of the story. 

Reading Authentic Literature 

It is important for you to read authentic literature daily to your child to help 
develop vocabulary and comprehension skills. There are many wonderful fiction 
and non-fiction books you can borrow from the library that would go along well 
with the Half-Pint themes.  Talk about the title, the cover, the author/ illustrator, 
the genre of the book and where the story takes place. Talk about the text and 
illustrations. Stop and ask questions along the way to see if your child 
understands the story. Encourage your child to make predictions, compare the 
characters and relate events to her own life. When you’ve finished reading the 
book, ask your child to retell the story to you. These skills will help your child find 
meaning in books and develop a lifelong love of reading.  

Writing 

Reading and writing go hand-in-hand. While children are learning to read, they 
should also be learning to write. The main goal is for your child to put her 
thoughts on paper. In the beginning stages of writing, your child needs to know 
that it is okay to represent words with symbols. These can be little squiggly lines or 
shapes. We call this pretend or emergent writing and should be encouraged at 
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first. You will write the real words under each pretend word. In this stage, your 
child should begin to count the number of words in her sentence beforehand 
and then she will write that many pretend words. Teach her to leave a space 
between words and to add a period to end her sentence. As your child begins 
to recognize the sounds in words and learns how to write the letters, she can 
start substituting squiggly lines for letters. Teach your child to illustrate her story 
with a picture that matches her sentence. She will soon learn to capitalize the 
first word of a sentence, use punctuation and other writing skills. She will also 
begin writing more than one sentence for her stories. Keeping a journal of her 
writings is a great way to track her progression of letter-sounds she has learned, 
sentence structure, main ideas, etc. Always remember, the main goal of writing 
is to help your child understand the purpose for writing and how to put her 
thoughts on paper. This is not the same as a handwriting lesson. 

In the examples below, you will see how a child progresses from scribbles in his 
sentence to using the letter-sounds that he knows. 

           

If you are a classroom teacher, you should have writing tools at all of your 
centers to encourage writing. For example, at the dramatic play center, the 
children can write shopping lists, doctor charts, recipes, menus, etc. At the 
science center they can write scientific notes in journals about their observations 
of insects, plants, animals, experiments and so on. At the block center, they can 
draw and write notes about things they create. At the writing center, you can 
have an abundance of writing tools, tablets, envelopes, notepads, etc. for them 
to write letters to each other and to write stories. You can do this for every 
center to encourage writing. Although we want to encourage neatness and 
good penmanship, we do not want children to be afraid to put their thoughts 
on paper for fear of not forming the letters perfectly on the lines and spaces. This 
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can be very discouraging to children if the focus is more on penmanship than 
their “story.”  Letter formation should be practiced daily with a variety of 
materials as your child’s fine motor skills develop and improve. 

After each book, there is a writing prompt for your child to write about in his 
journal. However, you can give your child many more opportunities to write by 
creating your own prompts from the library books you are reading to your child. 

Materials 

Creating multi-sensory lessons requires much work but is well worth the effort. 
When children are actively engaged, learning to read is exciting and 
meaningful. A lot of the materials used in the activities are things you may 
already have in your home or classroom. Many items can be purchased 
inexpensively at a dollar store or created by you and your child. For instance 
you can create your own tactile letters and moveable alphabets. You will find 
directions on our blog at www.halfpintkids.com. 

Experts in early childhood education support a “hands-on” approach rather 
than numerous workbook pages. For that reason, we have not created 
workbooks for our program. However, we did design one printable activity sheet 
for each Half-Pint Reader book that might be beneficial for certain skills. You 
can download and print these free activity sheets from our website. 

We are also offering 12 “hands-on” literacy centers for each set of books that 
can be purchased on our website or at our Half-Pint Kids store on 
TeachersPayTeachers.com. These centers can be downloaded and printed. 
They are a fun way to practice and reinforce the skills. 

Scope and Sequence of Skills 

Research states that children learn to read most effectively using an explicit, 
systematic, sequential and cumulative approach. You will find that our skills, 
lesson plans, and decodable books are based upon this approach. New skills 
are gradually introduced with lots of opportunities to practice them. 

Listed on the next three pages are the skills that will be introduced in the lessons 
for each set of books. We have found that when children are taught how to 
blend sounds early on, they understand the purpose of print. This makes learning 
the rest of the letter and sounds easier because the process now has meaning. 
Your child does not have to master the entire alphabet before he can read his 
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first book. This is very motivating to your child and builds self-confidence to keep 
going! Having only a small block of skills to teach is less overwhelming for you 
and your child. 

 
 
 

Level A - Scope and Sequence of Skills 
 
 
 
Level A – Sights and Sounds 
Introduces the consonant sounds, the short vowel sounds and 33 sight words. 
 
Level A Letter Sounds Sight Words 
 
Set 1 
Forest Fun 

 
b   t   h   c   p   m   f    s  
ă   ŏ 
 

 
a   I   see   is   on   am   the    
can  not 

 
Set 2 
Around the World 
 

 
review 
 

 
go   to   it   got   in   at 

 
Set 3 
Arctic Adventures 
 

 
d    g    r    n   ŭ 
 

 
stop   up   had   and   but 

 
Set 4 
Jungle Safari 
 

 
review 
 

 
has   like 

 
Set 5 
Jumping Jungle 
 

 
j    l    v   x    ĭ 

 
we   will   me 
 

 
Set 6 
Digging Up 
Dinosaurs 
 

 
y    z   w   q    k   ĕ 

 
put   big   said   you   did   get   
yes   little 
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Level B - Scope and Sequence of Skills 

 
 

 
Level B – Blends and Ends 
Introduces 16 blends and digraphs, 24 sight words and 4 word endings. 
 
Level B Blends Sight Words Word Endings 
 
Set 7 
Outer Space 
 

 
sh    fr    sn 

 
no    have    do    are   for 

 
 
 

 
Set 8 
Medieval 
Magic 
 

 
 
sl 

 
 
look      funny 

 
 
 __ck      __ing 

 
Set 9 
Down on the 
Farm 
 

 
 
tr    cl    ch    pl 

 
 
where     here     he     of 
an        my      what 

 
 

__s 

 
Set 10 
Barnyard 
Buddies 
 

 
 
dr     sw 

 
 
she 

 
 
 

 
Set 11 
Pioneer Days 
 

 
 
st    bl 

 
 
too   that   us   with   your   be 

 
 

 
Set 12 
Wild West 
 

 
 
th    sm    gl    fl 

 
 
all    one   too 

 
 
          __all 
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Level C - Scope and Sequence of Skills 

 
 

 
Level C – Moving A-Long 
Introduces 9 blends, 46 sight words, 4 word endings and 14 other skills. 
 
Level C Blends 

 
Sight Words Word 

Endings 
Other Skills 

 
Set 13 
At the Beach 
 

 
cr   sk 
gr   sp 

 
play     this 

 
_er   _y 

 
_ill      _ell 

 
Set 14 
Under the 
Sea 
 

 
 
br  

 
 
then    was   when   help 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Set 15 
Family Fun 
 

 
 
spl     tw 

 
out   from   by   his   into   
white   again   pretty   away   
saw    come    want    new 
   

 
 
_d    _ed 

 
final e rule 
 
ay       ew 
 

 
Set 16 
In the 
Meadow 
 

 
 
str 

 
so     yellow     blue     four    
find      now      them      
they      three      know 

 
 
 

 
two vowels rule 
 
compound words 

 
Set 17 
At the Circus 
 

 
 
 

 
were     some     down 
could     should     would 
 

 
 
 

 
soft c       ight 
 
ow    oy     ou    oo 
 

 
Set 18 
Community 
Helpers 
 

 
 
spr 

 
after     if     these   give   
more     please     than    or   
which    there    sometimes   

 
 
 

 
 
r controlled vowels 
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Thematic Teaching 

What is the benefit of teaching with themes? Research shows that integrating all 
subject areas into a theme makes learning more meaningful and builds strong 
foundations. Life is not segmented into reading, math, science, etc. It all 
overlaps through our everyday lives. Teaching with themes sparks your child’s 
interest in a topic and the knowledge she gains carries over into future learning. 
It’s all about making connections for future learning.  

Thematic teaching is also a great way to stay organized with books and 
materials. You can always be on the lookout for literature and materials to fit 
into your themes. Themes works especially well in a classroom setting because 
teachers often say there is no time to teach science or social studies. When you 
integrate the subject areas into themes, there is time for all subject areas, 
especially when you read non-fiction literature during story time or you talk 
about an animal during a math lesson.  

We have found that children love the themes we chose for our little books and 
can’t wait to see what comes next! Themes develop home to school learning. 
Children are encouraged to bring items that relate to each current theme from 
home to share with the class. These items can be books, stuffed animals, sea 
shells, insects, etc. It’s a great way to involve the family!   

Make It Your Own 

We believe the best part about our program is that you can make it your own. 
We have provided the basics for a reading program that is very simplistic and 
easy to follow. It is designed to follow the Orton and Gillingham method for 
teaching reading. You can adapt or add lessons based upon your child or 
students’ needs and interests and you can create more lessons to include 
additional common core standards. 

Conclusion 

We hope you found this information helpful. If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions, we would love to hear from you at 
info@halfpintkids.com! You can also comment on our Facebook page or blog. 
Thank you again for choosing Half-Pint Readers! We wish you and your 
beginning reader a happy and exciting adventure of learning to read!  
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Lesson 1 

 
I can create a word web. 

 
Objective: To create a word web.  
(L.K.2) 
 
Materials: paper, marker 
 
Procedures: Discuss how the theme for 
Set 13 books is about the beach. Explain 
to your child that he will help you create 
a word web. Draw a circle in the middle 
of the paper and write “Beach” inside 
the circle. Ask your child for words that 
are associated with the beach. Draw 
lines from the circle and write the words 
on the word web. Your child may even 
be able to write many of the words 
himself. This activity develops language 
skills and seeing the words in print. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When the word web is 
complete, ask your child to see how 
many of the beach words he can read 
back to you. 

Lesson 2 

I can read sight words. 
(play, this) 

Objective: To identify sight words: 
play, this. (RF.K.3) 

Materials: sight word cards, shaving 
cream, smooth surface 

Procedures: Tell your child he is going 
to learn two new sight words (play, 
this). Display the sight word cards. 
Have your child read each sight word 
and trace them with his finger. Place a 
glob of shaving cream on a table or 
tray. You can add a drop of blue food 
coloring to tint the shaving cream to 
look like sea foam. Your child will 
spread out the shaving cream and 
practice writing new sight words in the 
shaving cream, while saying them. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read and 
write the two sight words again. 
 
“Read authentic literature to 
your child daily and choose 
three new vocabulary words 

from a story such as, 
‘glistening’, ‘timid’ or 

‘scrumptious’, Discuss and 
use the words throughout the 

day!” 
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Lesson 3 

I can read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: bin of sand, sea shells, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Write pairs of sight words 
on the back of sea shells and place 
them face down in a bin of sand. 
You and your child will take turns 
turning over two shells at a time. Your 
child will read the sight words. If the 
words match, they will stay facing 
up. If not, place them face down in 
the sand again. The player with the 
most matches wins the game.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the word cards again and to write 
the words in the sand. 
 

“Using manipulatives makes 
learning so much fun!” 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 4 

 I can identify blends. (cr, 
sk, gr, sn) 

Objective: To identify blends: cr, sk, 
gr, sn. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: sand pails, picture cards, 
blend cards 
 
Procedures: Purchase four plastic 
pails at a dollar store. Label each 
pail with one of the four new blends. 
Print and cut out clipart of pictures 
that begin with the four blends. Glue 
the pictures to sea shells or shell cut-
outs. Talk about the sounds of each 
blend. Your child will choose a shell, 
say the word and place it in the 
corresponding pail.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will identify 
the sound of cr, sk, gr, sp. Then your 
child will write decodable words with 
these sounds, such as crab, skin, 
grub and spill on lined paper. 
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Lesson 5 

I can read the story, “A Fun 
Trip”. 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, A Fun Trip. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: A Fun Trip (Set 13, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? What kind of air craft is in the 
picture? Where do you think the 
family is going? Have you ever flown 
on a jet? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 6 
 

I can write about what I 
would do at the beach. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about things that 
your family has done or could do 
while vacationing at a beach. For 
this writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about something she would like 
to do there. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how her story 
makes you want to go the beach. 
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Lesson 7 

I can identify short vowel 
sounds. 

Objective: To identify short vowel 
sounds. (RF.K.2) 

Materials: colored paper, markers, 
tape, popsicle sticks 

Procedures: Have your child glue 
together strips of colored paper and 
then use it to cut out five umbrella 
shapes. Tape or glue a popsicle stick 
to the back of each umbrella. Say a 
word and your child will hold up the 
beach umbrella with the vowel that is 
in the word. Continue with different 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to write a 
word for each of the five short vowel 
sounds on lined paper. 
 
“Reviewing vowel sounds along 

the way is very helpful.” 

 

Lesson 8 

I can blend sounds to read 
words. 

Objective: To decode words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: puzzle, marker 
 
Procedures: Purchase a framed 
cardboard puzzle at a dollar store 
but do not let your child see the 
picture. Try to find a puzzle with an 
ocean theme. Remove the pieces 
one at a time. Write a decodable 
word on the back of each piece 
and also write the same word on the 
section of where the puzzle piece 
was removed. Spread out all the 
puzzle pieces with the words 
showing. Your child will choose a 
puzzle piece, read the word and 
match it to the corresponding word 
to build the puzzle. Your child can 
begin to guess what the picture will 
reveal as new pieces are added. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to build 
the puzzle again using the pictures. 
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Lesson 9 

I can read the story, “The 
Snack Shack”. 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Snack Shack. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Snack Shack (Set 13, 
Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? What do you think the man 
does for a living? What things might 
he sell? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 10 
 

I can write about my favorite 
snack. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about some of the 
things Zack sold at the Snack Shack. 
For this writing prompt, ask your child 
to write about something he would 
like to buy at a shop on the beach. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about how 
much you enjoyed his story and how 
you would choose the same snack!   
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Lesson 11 

I can make a list. 

Objective: To make a list. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: notebook, pen 
 

Procedures: Give your child a 
notebook and a gel pen or thin 
markers to make writing more fun. 
Ask her to think back to the story and 
to make a numbered list of things 
that were for sale at the Snack 
Shack. After she has completed her 
list, allow her to refer to the book to 
add any forgotten items.  
 

 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the list to you again and to add 
more items that she wished Zack 
would sell at the Snack Shack. 
 

“Pairing writing with oral 
language is called 

‘orthographic support’ and is 
very beneficial when learning 

to read.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 12 

I can count words in a 
sentence. 

Objective: To count words in a 
sentence. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: napkin, foil cupcake liner, 
trail mix 
 

Procedures: Give your child a napkin 
and a container of trail mix items 
such as small pretzels, m & m’s , gold 
fix crackers, raisins, cereal, oyster 
crackers, mini marshmallows, etc. 
Say a sentence to your child such as 
“I will buy some nuts.” Your child will 
count the words in the sentence and 
place a snack item to represent 
each word. Then ask your child to 
eat “words”. For instance, if you said 
eat “buy”, your child would eat the 
third item because “buy” is the third 
word in the sentence. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Dictate two sentences 
for your child to write on a wipe-off 
board. Then enjoy some more trail 
mix together. 
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Lesson 13 

I can read the story, “Gum”. 

Objective: To fluently read and 
comprehend the story, Gum. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Gum (Set 13, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title? Where does this story take 
place? Who is the main character? 
What is Jill doing? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 
 

Lesson 14 
 

I can write a describing 
sentence. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how Jill liked 
to blow bubbles with her gum but 
how she did not like when a bubble 
popped! Talk about describing 
words for gum such as: sticky, sweet, 
chewy, pink, etc. Ask her to write a 
sentence to describe gum. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed reading her story. Then 
have fun blowing bubbles together! 
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Lesson 15 

I can read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: 23 popsicle sticks, black and 
pink markers, small pail or cup 
 
Procedures: With the black marker, 
write sight words on the edge of 
twenty popsicle sticks. With the pink 
marker, write the word “POP!”(from 
the story) on three popsicle sticks. 
Place the popsicle sticks in a small pail 
or cup with the words at the bottom 
so they do not show. You and your 
child will take turns pulling a stick and 
reading the word. If the word is a sight 
word, the player keeps the stick. If the 
word says “POP”, the player must put 
all of their sticks back in the cup. 
During the game, set a timer. When 
the timer goes off, the player with the 
most sticks wins the game. 
 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
sight words again. Then he will choose 
five sight words to write on lined 
paper. 
 

 

Lesson 16 

I can read real and nonsense 
words. 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: two baskets, sea shells, 
marker  
 

Procedures: Write real and nonsense 
decodable words on the shells. 
Label two baskets as real and 
nonsense. Your child will choose a 
shell, read the word and place it in 
the correct basket.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After all the words have 
been read, your child can count to 
see which basket has more shells. 
 
“Decoding nonsense words is 

an excellent phonics skill to 
improve reading fluency.” 
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Lesson 17 

I can read the story, “The 
Suntan”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Suntan. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Suntan (Set 13, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Describe the 
setting. Who is the main character? 
What is Jill doing? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can write about how to stay 
safe in the sun. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how too 
much sun can hurt your skin. For this 
writing prompt, ask your child to 
write about what he will do to keep 
safe from the harmful rays of the sun. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how you like 
how he will keep safe in the sun. 
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Lesson 19 

I can decode sentences. 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: sentence strips, marker, 
empty water bottles, gum band. 
 

Procedures: Write decodable 
sentences on strips of paper. Roll 
each one up tightly and secure it 
with a gum band. Place each 
sentence in an empty water bottle. 
Tell your child that someone sent 
messages in a bottle out to sea. Your 
child will shake out a message, unroll 
it and read the message to you. 

 

 
 

 Conclusion: Your child will write 
messages in the bottle for you to 
read.  
 
“Use your imagination to make 
learning fun and meaningful, 
rather than just following 
scripted lessons from a 

teacher’s manual.” 

 

 

Lesson 20 

I can read words that look 
similar. 

Objective: To decode words that are 
similar. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: star fish cut-outs, marker, 
spray bottle, water 
 

Procedures: Cut out shapes of star 
fish and label each one with a 
decodable word. Choose words 
with similar spellings to make the 
activity more challenging. Spread 
the words on the floor. Say a word to 
your child. She will find the star fish 
with that word and bring it to you. To 
make the activity more fun, spray 
her with the water if she takes too 
long finding the word. But be 
prepared for screams and giggles. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: When all of the words 
have been found, ask your child to 
orally spell several of the words. 
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Lesson 21 

I can read the story, “The 
Wet Dock”. 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Wet Dock. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Wet Dock (Set 13, 
Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters?  Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can write about water 
safety. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about water safety 
rules such as wearing a life jacket, 
never going near water alone, etc. 
Ask your child to write water safety 
rules. Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you are 
happy that she will be safe around 
water. 
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Lesson 23 

I can spell cvc words. 

Objective: To spell and write cvc 
words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: water, bucket, paintbrush, 
sidewalk 
 
Procedures: Fill a bucket with water. 
If weather permits, take the bucket 
and the paintbrush outside. Tell your 
child to paint various cvc words on 
the sidewalk. If the weather is not 
suitable, your child can paint words 
on a concrete basement floor or on 
a chalkboard. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words to you before they 
“disappear”. 
 
“Taking learning outdoors is 

exciting and healthy!” 

 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 24 

I can decode sentences. 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: two large dice, (one for 
counting, one for reading) marker, 
paper, tape 
 
Procedures: Write the following actions 
on paper and tape them to each side 
of a large or homemade dice. Your 
child will roll both dice. He will read the 
sentence on which it has landed. Then 
he will do that action as many times as 
the number dice says. Continue until 
all the sentences have been read. 
 Kick your leg. 

Rub your chin. 
Tap your shin. 
Clap your hands. 
Pat your back. 
Pinch your neck. 

 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write two 
of the sentences on lined paper. 
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Lesson 25 

I can read the story, “The 
Picnic.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Picnic. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Picnic (Set 13, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are 
characters? Where does this story 
take place? What is this story going 
to be about?  Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 26 
 

I can write about a picnic. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the story and 
the family’s picnic. Ask your child to 
write about something he would like 
to eat if your family had a picnic. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
nice story and how his drawings 
made you hungry! 
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Lesson 27 

I can read sight words. 

Objective: To read sight words. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials:  10 red solo cups, black 
sharpie pen, ball or bean bag 
 
Procedures: Write sight words on the 
cups. Stack the cups with four cups on 
the bottom, then three, then two and 
one at the top. Your child will toss the 
bean bag to see how many cups she 
can make fall. She will read the sight 
words on the cups that are knocked 
down. Re-stack the cups and 
continue playing the game. 
 

 
 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again. Then she will write 
five sight words on a wipe-off board. 
 
“Choosing activities that are 
fun and engaging will make 

learning stick!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 28 

I can identify beginning 
sounds. 

Objective: To match objects to their 
beginning sounds. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: picnic basket, toy food, 
letters or word cards, table cloth. 
 
Procedures: Fill a basket with toy 
food or real food. Your child will 
match each item to its beginning 
letter sound. This activity could also 
be used to practice ending sounds, 
middle sounds or to read and spell 
words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child spell 
some of the items that are cvc words 
such as, plum, hot dog, chips, etc. 
Then plan a picnic with your child. Be 
sure to bring along the beach books 
and have your child read all six stories 
to you after enjoying your picnic 
lunch. 
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Lesson 1 

 

I can identify letters and 
sounds. 

 
Objective: To identify sounds. (RF.K.1, 
RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: bin, water, blue food coloring, 
ocean animals, shells, foam sea animal 
shapes, marker, plastic straw, small net 
 
Procedures: Purchase foam sea animal 
shapes at a craft store or make your 
own. Write letters and blends on each. 
Create an ocean sensory bin with blue 
water. Add small rubber ocean animals, 
shells, plastic straw, etc. Your child will 
scoop up a foam shape with the net, 
name the letter or blend and say the 
sound it makes. He will say a word that 
begins with that sound(s). Continue until 
all the sea shapes have been found. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After all the sea shapes 
have been found, allow your child to 
explore the ocean sensory bin. 

Lesson 2 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words: then, 
was, when, help. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, sand, 
tray 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
sand on a tray. Tell your child she is 
going to learn four new sight words. 
Display the sight word ‘then’ and 
read it to your child. Have your child 
trace ‘then’ with her finger. Then she 
will copy the word by writing it in the 
sand, saying each letter and then 
the word. Repeat several times and 
then do the same exercise with the 
rest of the new words. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again and then she will write 
them on lined paper. 
 

“Fun Fact: The largest 
sandcastle ever built as of 

2010 was 64 feet tall!” 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, 
“Digging for Clams.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Digging for Clams. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Digging for Clams (Set 14, 
Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? What is the setting 
of this story? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about something I 
might dig up in the sand. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the things 
that the family dug up when they 
were digging for clams. Ask your 
child to pretend she is digging for 
clams and to write about an object 
that she dug up. Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you liked 
what she dug up in her story. 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can read cvc words. 
 

Objective: To read cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: construction paper, 
markers, scissors, clipart 
 

Procedures: Fold construction paper 
in half. On the fold, draw clam 
shapes and cut them out. On the 
outside of each clam, write a 
decodable word. On the inside of 
the shell, glue a clipart picture of the 
word. Your child will read the word 
and then open the shell to see if the 
picture matches the word he read.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read the 
words again and to write them on a 
lined wipe-off board.  
 

“Fun Fact: Clams have no 
bones so they form a hard 

shell to protect themselves.” 

 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: sand pail, shovel, clam 
shells, marker, silly objects 
 

Procedures: Fill a pail with sand. 
Write sight words on clam shells. Bury 
the shells in the sand. For extra 
giggles, bury several small objects, 
such a toothbrush, fork, key, bar of 
soap, etc. It will remind your child 
how the family in the story dug up 
unusual items.  Your child will dig for 
a clam and read the word. If she 
finds an object, she can decide who 
may have used the object at the 
beach and why it could have been 
left behind. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
sight words again and then she will 
write sixl of them on lined paper. 
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, 
“Fishing.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Fishing. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Fishing (Set 14, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who are the main 
characters? What are they doing? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about a fish. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Research together 
different kinds of fish using non-fiction 
literature or online. Talk about the 
different colors and patterns on the 
fish. For this writing prompt, ask your 
child to describe a fish. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you like 
his colorful fish. Then enjoy a snack of 
colorful goldfish crackers! 
 
“Fun Fact: Scientists have 
concluded that there are 

27,300 species of fish in the 
world!” 
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Lesson 9 
 

I can read sentences. 
 

Objective: To read sentences. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: fish cut-outs, metal paper 
clips, marker, stick, string, magnet, 
blue plastic table cloth, box 
 
Procedures: Cut our several fish 
shapes and attach a paper clip. Write 
a sentence on each. Tie a string to a 
stick and a magnet to create a fishing 
pole. Create a pretend ocean by the 
placing the blue table cloth on the 
floor. Set a box in the middle for the 
boat. Place the fish in the “water” and 
your child will catch them. As each 
fish is caught, he will read the 
sentence to you. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your read each 
sentence again. Dictate two 
sentences for your child to write on 
lined paper. Then he can decorate 
his “boat” with markers. 
 

 

Lesson 10 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: colorful foam sheets, 
wiggly eyes, clip art, glue, 
clothespins, markers, basket. 
 
Procedures: Purchase foam sheets at 
a dollar store or a craft store. Cut the 
foam to make fish shapes. Glue a 
wiggly eye and a clip art picture of a 
decodable word on each fish. Write 
letters on clothespins. Your child will 
choose a fish and spell the word by 
clamping the clothespins to the top 
of the fish. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word again and write them on an 
aqua doodle. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The earliest 
fishing rods were made of 
wood, bone or stone and were           
called gorges.” 
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Lesson 11 

I can read the story, “The 
Bad Crab.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Bad Crab. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Bad Crab (Set 14, 
Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who is the main 
character? How might this crab 
misbehave? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write about a crab. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Research crabs 
together online or using non-fiction 
books. For this writing prompt, ask 
your child to write facts about a 
crab. Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
nice illustrations and how you liked 
learning about crabs with her. 
 

“Fun Fact: Crabs walk 
sideways and some even walk 
backwards. If they lose a 
claw, it grows back!” 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can read and act out a 
story. 

 
Objective: To read and act out a 
story. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: construction paper, 
scissors, popsicle sticks, glue, book 
(The Bad Crab) 
 

Procedures: Have your child create 
stick puppets by drawing sea 
animals (crab, fish, octopus, turtle, 
dolphin, shark) on construction 
paper. He will glue each animal to a 
stick. Then he will put on a puppet 
show for you. If you do not have a 
small puppet theater, your child can 
hide behind a couch or table. Or 
you can create a puppet theater 
from a box. Your child will take his 
puppets and the book behind the 
theater. As he reads each page of 
the story, The Bad Crab, he will hold 
up the puppets from that page. 
  

 
 

Conclusion: You and your child can 
create different stories together for 
more puppet shows. 
 
“Fun Fact:  If a crab loses a 

claw, another one grows 
back!” 

Lesson 14 
 

I can identify beginning 
sounds of blends and 

digraphs. 
 
Objective: To identify beginning 
blends and digraphs. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: poster board, white paper, 
foam board, tape, sharpie, tongs or 
tweezers. 
 
Procedures: Draw a large shark on 
the poster board and glue it to a 
sheet of foam board. Cut out 
triangles from the white paper to 
represent shark teeth. Write a blend 
or digraph on each tooth. With small 
pieces of rolled tape, attach the 
teeth to the shark. Say a word. Your 
child will find the beginning blend or 
digraph and pull that tooth using the 
tongs. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Return the teeth to the 
shark and reverse roles. She will say 
words and you will pull the teeth. 
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, 
“Flipper.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Flipper. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Flipper (Set 14, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? What is the setting 
of this story? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about a dolphin 
trick. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the different 
tricks that Flipper performed in the 
story. Ask your child to write about his 
favorite trick. Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Tell him how 
much you enjoyed his story and his 
cool illustrations. If possible, make 
plans to visit Sea World or an 
aquarium at the zoo. 
 

“Fun Fact: Dolphins are very 
intelligent mammals. They 
communicate by making 
noises.” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can identify vowel sounds. 
 

Objective: To identify vowel sounds. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: five hula hoops, five 
dolphin cut-outs, marker, ocean 
songs, cvc word cards  
 
Procedures: Place the hula hoops on 
the ground. Write a vowel on each 
dolphin and place one in the middle 
of each hoop. Get the whole family 
to play. Find ocean songs for 
children on YouTube. Start the music 
and every one will “swim” around 
the hula hoops. Stop the music and 
each person must put their foot in a 
hoop. Choose a card from the deck 
and read the word. Whoever is 
standing in the hoop with that vowel 
sound gets a point. Continue until all 
the words have been called. The 
player with the most points wins! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words on the cards.  
 
 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read sight words.  
 
Objective: To read sight words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: beach ball, sharpie 
 
Procedures: Write the newer sight 
words on the spaces of a beach ball 
or ones that are challenging for your 
child. You and your child will hit the 
ball back and forth trying to keep it in 
the air. If someone lets the ball fall to 
the ground, they must pick it up and 
read all of the sight words on the ball. 
Continue until interest wanes. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write the 
sight words on a magic doodle. 
 
”Fun Fact: The beach ball was 
invented in California in 
1938. The largest beach ball 
ever made was 51 feet in 
diameter!” 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “Flap.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Flap. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: Flap (Set 14, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? What kind of bird is Flap? 
Describe the setting. Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about how litter 
is harmful. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about how litter hurt 
Flap in the story. Discuss other animals 
that are harmed by littler. Ask your 
child to write about how litter hurts our 
environment. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Tell her how much 
you enjoyed her story and her 
beautiful illustrations. Then use 
recycled materials to create crafts 
together.  
 
  “Fun Fact: Scientists have                                                      
estimated that nearly 8 
million tons of plastic are 
dumped into our oceans every 
year.”  
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Lesson 21 
 

I can identify word families. 
 

Objective: To identify word families. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: recycled items such as 
paper, plastic lids, empty drink 
boxes, four baskets or bins, index 
cards, sharpie 
 
Procedures: Label four baskets with 
word families such as, _eck, _est, 
_ash, and _ack. On each recycled 
item, write a cvc word from the word 
families. (Examples: deck, neck, 
peck, check, best, west, chest, test, 
trash, mash, clash, stash, shack, 
pack, track, stack.) Spread the 
“trash” around the room or out in the 
yard. Your child will find an item, 
read the word and place it in the 
corresponding word family basket. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write five 
dictated words on lined paper. 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can decode real and 
nonsense words. 

 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: clear plastic jar, blue food 
coloring, sea shells, marker, small, 
plastic ocean animals. 
 
Procedures: Fill a jar plastic jar with 
water and add a few drops of blue 
food coloring. Write real and nonsense 
words on the shells. Place the shells in 
the bottle. Add ocean animals, glitter, 
etc. to make a sensory jar. Your child 
will slowly turn the jar and read any 
words that she sees, identifying them 
as real or nonsense. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Dictate real and nonsense 
words for your child to spell on a dry-
erase board. 
 

“Fun Fact:  Recycle and 
reuse.  Or put it in a 

bin…never where it can hurt 
our animal friends!” 
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, 
“Stubs.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Stubs. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Stubs (Set14, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Describe the 
setting. Who is the main character? 
What might the pirate be doing? 
Turn to the inside front cover to read 
and discuss the vocabulary words. 
Then have your child read the book. 
As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about a treasure. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about different 
kinds of treasures that pirates hid 
and how they made maps to find 
them again. For this writing prompt, 
ask your child to write about what he 
would like to find if he dug up a 
treasure chest. Encourage him to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that he hears in 
words. Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Tell him how 
much you enjoyed his story and how 
you would like to find his treasure. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Every September 
19th is  International Talk 
Like a Pirate Day.  Arrrrgh! “ 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can spell cvc words. 
 

Objective: To spell cvc words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: plastic letters, gold spray 
paint, toy treasure chest 
 
Procedures: Place plastic letters on 
newspaper outdoors and spray them 
with gold paint. When dry, place the 
gold letters in a treasure chest. Your 
child will take out the letters and put 
them in abc order. Then dictate words 
for your child to spell. (You can also 
tell your child to form a new word by 
changing one letter. This exercise 
helps your child to listen if the change 
comes at the beginning, middle or 
end of a word.) 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will form his 
own words with the letters from the 
treasure chest. 
 

“Fun Fact: Pirates wore 
earrings because they thought 
they improved their eyesight, 
not as fashion accessories!” 

 
 

 

Lesson 26 
 

I can read clues find a 
treasure. 

 

Objective: To read sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: sentence strips, marker, 
toy treasure chest, gold wrapped 
candy or chocolate coins) 
 

Procedures: Write numbered clues 
on strips of paper. Fill a small toy 
chest with chocolate coins or some 
other treasure. Place the clues in 
order around the house. Have your 
child dress up like a pirate. Your child 
will read the first clue and it will tell 
him where to go to find the next clue 
and so on until the treasure is found.  
 

Decodable clue ideas: 
1. Look in the kitchen sink. 
2. Look in the bathtub. 
3. Look by the trash can. 
4. Look in the little box. 
5. Look in the hall. 
6. Look on the bed. 
7. Look by the desk lamp. 
8. Look by the small clock. 

 

 
 

Conclusion: Find a cozy corner to 
share the treasure. Then have your 
child read all six Under the Sea books 
to you again. 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can create a family tree. 
 

Objective: To create a family tree.  
(L.K.2) 
 
Materials: paper, crayons, paint, marker 
 
Procedures: Discuss how the theme for 
Set 15 books is about Family. Explain to 
your child that he will help you create a 
family tree. Have your child draw a tree 
trunk and branches. To add blossoms 
and leaves, your child will dip one finger 
into pink and green paint and press 
onto the branches. When dry, help him 
write each family member’s name with 
a marker. You could even add photos 
to the family tree!  
 

  
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read the 
names again and to explain the 
relationships between members. 

 
 

Lesson 2 
 

I can identify the “spl” and 
“tw” blends. 

 
Objective: To identify the “spl” and 
“tw” blends. (RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: paper plates, cookie 
shapes, marker, spatula 
 
Procedures: Create cookie shapes 
and write decodable words using 
the two blends. Place the cookies 
face down on a cookie sheet. Write 
“spl” and “tw” on paper plates. Talk 
about the sounds these blends 
make. Give your child a spatula to 
flip over a cookie. She will read the 
word and place it on the plate with 
the corresponding blend. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again. Then she will 
choose five words to write on lined 
paper. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Bake 
cookies.”  
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Lesson 3 
 

I can identify sight words. 
 

Objective: To identify sight words: 
out, from. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: frosting, sight word cards, 
dish 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
frosting on a dish. Tell your child she is 
going to learn two new sight words. 
Display the sight word “out” and 
read it to your child. Have your child 
trace “out” with her finger. Then she 
will copy the word by writing it in the 
frosting, saying each letter and then 
the word. Repeat several times and 
then do the same exercise with the 
word “from.” 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again and then she will write 
them on lined paper. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Frost 
cupcakes and add sprinkles.” 

 
 
 

Lesson 4 
 

I can change vowel sounds in 
words by adding the final e. 

 

Objective: To change vowel sounds in 
words by adding the final e. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: dry-erase board, marker, 
magic wand. 
 
Procedures: Create a magic wand or 
purchase one at a dollar store. Ask 
your child to spell cap on a dry-erase 
board. Tell her to place the “magic e 
wand” at the end of the word. Explain 
that this word no longer says “cap” 
but by adding the “magic” e at the 
end of the word, the word has 
changed to “cape”. When there is a 
final e, the vowel says its real name. So 
the ă sound now says ā. Erase the 
word and continue with different cvc 
words, adding the final e. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Give your child five words 
to spell on paper that have the “long 
a” vowel sound and end with “e”. 

 
“Family Fun Idea: Do magic 

tricks.” 
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Lesson 5 

I can read the story, “Jane.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Jane. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Jane (Set 15, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? What is her occupation? 
What is baking in the oven? Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 6 
 

I can write about my favorite 
kind of cake. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the nice 
surprise that Jane was making for a 
family member. Then ask your child 
to write about his favorite kind of 
cake. Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how his story 
made you hungry for cake! Then 
bake a cake together. 
 
“Family Fun Idea: Go roller 

skating.” 
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Lesson 7 
 

I can change vowel sounds in 
words by adding final e. 

 

Objective: To change vowel sounds in 
words by adding the final e. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: magnetic letters, baking 
sheet, magic wand. 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to spell “kit” 
on the baking sheet with the 
magnetic letters. Tell her to place the 
“magic e wand” at the end of the 
word. Explain that this word no longer 
says “kit” but by adding the “magic” e 
at the end of the word, the word has 
changed to “kite”. When there is a 
final e, the vowel says its real name. So 
the ĭ sound now says ī. Remove the 
letters and continue with different cvc 
words, adding the final e. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Give your child five words 
to spell on lined paper that have  
“long i” and end with letter e. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Play 
checkers. 

 

Lesson 8 
 

I can decode new words. 
 

Objective: To decode new words 
using the final e rule. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: plastic spoons, sharpie, 
two bowls, long and short vowel 
symbols 
 

Procedures: On the plastic spoons, 
write decodable words that have 
short and long vowel sounds using 
the vowels, a and i. Place the spoons 
in a basket. Label two bowls with the 
short and long vowel symbols. Your 
child will pull a spoon from the 
basket, read the word and say 
whether the vowel is short or long. 
Then he will place it in the 
corresponding bowl. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the words to you again. Then have 
him choose five words to tactile write 
in frosting. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Go on a 
picnic at the park.” 

 

 



44 
 

Lesson 9 

I can read the story, “Mike.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Mike. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Mike (Set 9, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? Where does this story 
take place? What season is it?  Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 10 
 

I can write about my favorite 
outdoor activity. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Refer back to the story 
and name some of the things that 
Mike liked to do outdoors. Ask your 
child to write about her favorite 
outdoor activity. Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you like 
her outdoor activity.  
 

“Family Fun Idea: Go on a 
bike ride. 
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Lesson 11 
 

I can change vowel sounds in 
words by adding final e. 

 

Objective: To change vowel sounds in 
words by adding the final e. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: scribble slate, magic wand. 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to spell 
“hop” on the scribble slate Tell her to 
place the “magic e wand” at the end 
of the word. Explain that this word no 
longer says “hop” but by adding the 
“magic” e at the end of the word, the 
word has changed to “hope”. When 
there is a final e, the vowel says its real 
name. So the ŏ sound now says ō. Lift 
the plastic sleeve to erase the word. 
Then continue with different cvc 
words, adding the final e. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Give your child five words 
to spell on lined paper that have” long 
o” and end with letter e. 

 
“Family Fun Idea: Play 

hopscotch.” 

 
 
 

 

Lesson 12 

I can identify new sight 
words. 

Objective: To read sight words: by, 
white, saw, his, into. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight words cards, instant 
coffee grounds, tray, kite cutouts, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Tell your child he will learn 
five new sight words (by, into, white, 
his, saw). Have him trace each sight 
word card with his finger, saying the 
letters and the word. Then he will copy 
the words in a tray of dry coffee 
grounds, repeating the words. Next 
cut out kite shapes and write a sight 
word on each one. Place the kites 
face down on the table and play 
“memory” until your child has learned 
the five new sight words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
words again and write them on lined 
paper. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Fly a 
kite.” 
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Lesson 13 

I can read the story, “Rose.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Rose. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Rose (Set 15, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? What kind of trees are 
those. What is on the ground under 
the trees? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 14 
 

I can write about my home and 
backyard. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about Rose’s home 
such as its color and location. Discuss 
the things she saw in the grove. Ask 
your child to write about her home 
and things she might see in her yard. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how you liked 
reading about her home and yard. 
 
“Family Fun Idea: Play hide 

and seek.” 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can identify new sight 
words. 

 
Objective: To identify sight words: 
again, pretty. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: pudding, sight word cards, 
dish 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
pudding on a dish. Tell your child she 
is going to learn two new sight 
words. Display the sight word 
“again” and read it to your child. 
Have your child trace “again” with 
her finger. Then she will copy the 
word by writing it in the pudding, 
saying each letter and then the 
word. Repeat several times and then 
do the same exercise with the word 
“pretty.” 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again and then she will write 
them three times on lined paper. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Make 
chocolate pudding.”  

 

Lesson 16 
 

I can sort words by their 
word family. 

 
Objective: To sort words by their 
word family. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Duplo blocks, labels, 
markers 
 
Procedures: Choose word families 
that you would like your child to 
practice. Write them in red on labels. 
Attach the labels to Duplo blocks. 
With a black marker, write 
decodable words from each word 
family on labels and attach the 
labels to more blocks. Your child will 
choose a block, read the word and 
connect it to the correct word 
family. Continue until all of the 
“walls” have been built. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again on each wall. Then he 
will write a word from each word 
family on a wipe off board. 
 
“Family Fun Idea: Build with 

Legos or Duplo Blocks.” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can change vowel sounds in 
words by adding final e. 

 

Objective: To change vowel sounds in 
words by adding the final e. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: chalkboard, magic wand. 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to spell 
“tub” on the chalkboard. Tell her to 
place the “magic e wand” at the end 
of the word. Explain that this word no 
longer says “tub” but by adding the 
“magic” e at the end of the word, the 
word has changed to “tube”. When 
there is a final e, the vowel says its real 
name. So the ŭ sound now says ū. 
Erase and continue with different cvc 
words, adding the final e.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Give your child five words 
to spell on lined paper that have long 
u and end with letter e. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Go on a 
hike in the woods.” 

 

 

 

Lesson 18 

I can read  words that end 
with letter e. 

 
Objective: To read words that end 
with final e. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: pine cones, paper, marker 
 

Procedures: Write words such as 
rude, tune, tube, dude, plume, flute, 
Luke, nuke, cube, lube, Jude, etc. on 
slips of paper. Tape the words to 
pine cones and place them around 
the yard. Your child will find each 
pine cone and read the word to 
you.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child spell five 
of the words on lined paper.  
 

“Family Fun Idea: Make a 
craft with pine cones.” 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “The 
Tune.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Tune. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Tune (Set 15, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who are the 
characters? In what way might they 
be related? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about my favorite 
musical instrument. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Research different types 
of musical instruments or visit a music 
store. Ask your child to write about 
his favorite instrument. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
nice illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed his story. Then find directions 
online to create some homemade 
instruments together! 
 
“Family Fun Idea: Create a 

band.” 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can read new sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words: 
away, come, want, new. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: magna doodle, sight word 
cards 
 
Procedures: Tell your child she is 
going to learn four new sight words. 
Display the sight word “away” and 
read it to your child. Have your child 
trace “away” with her finger. Then 
she will copy the word by writing it 
on a magna doodle, saying each 
letter and then the word. Repeat 
several times and then do the same 
exercise with the other three words. 
 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each sight word to you again.  
 

“Family Fun Idea: Play tic 
tac toe.” 

 

 

 

Lesson 22 
 

I can decode nonsense words. 
 

Objective: To decode nonsense 
words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: musical note cut-outs, 
white crayon, cd player or phone. 
 
Procedures: Cut out musical note 
shapes. Write a sight word on each 
note. Arrange the notes in a circle 
on the floor. Start the music. Your 
child will walk around the circle while 
the music plays. Stop the music. Your 
child will pick up the note that is in 
front of him and read the nonsense 
word out loud. Continue until all the 
words have been read.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again and then she will 
choose five words to write on lined 
paper. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Go to a 
free concert.” 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can change vowel sounds in 
words by adding final e. 

 

Objective: To change vowel sounds in 
words by adding the final e. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: foam letters, magic wand. 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to spell 
“pet” with foam letters. Tell her to 
place the “magic e wand” at the end 
of the word. Explain that this word no 
longer says “pet” but by adding the 
“magic” e at the end of the word, the 
word has changed to “pete”. When 
there is a final e, the vowel says its real 
name. So the ĕ sound now says ē. 
Remove the letters and continue with 
different cvc words, adding the final e. 
(You may have to use nonsense 
words.) 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Give your child five words 
to spell on lined paper that have “long 
e” and end with letter e. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Take 
donations to an animal 

shelter.” 

 

 

Lesson 24 

I can decode sentences and 
tell if it is a positive 

thing to do. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences and 
decide if it is a positive thing to do. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, marker, 
yes/no cards 
 
Procedures: Write several decodable 
positive and negative sentences on 
strips of paper. Make cards with 
thumbs-up and thumbs-down symbols. 
Talk about positive and negative 
behavior. Look for positive statements 
in The Tune. Your child will choose a 
sentence from a basket and read it. 
He will decide if the statement is a 
positive thing to do or not and place it 
by the corresponding card, 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Dictate three positive 
sentences for your child to write on 
lined paper. 
 
“Family Fun Idea: Create a 

‘Good Helper’ Chart.” 
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Lesson 25 

I can read the story, “Steve 
and Pete.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Steve and Pete. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Steve and Pete (Set 15, 
Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? What animal 
might this story be about? Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 26 
 

I can write about my favorite 
pet. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the different 
animals that Steve saw at the pet 
shop. Ask your child to write about a 
pet that he would like to get and 
why. Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
colorful illustrations and how you 
would choose the same pet. 
 
“Family Fun Idea: Visit a dog 
park with the family dog.” 

 
 



53 
 

Lesson 27 
 

I can match words that rhyme.  
 
Objective: To match words that 
rhyme. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: dog bone shaped cut-outs, 
marker 
 
Procedures: Cut out bone shapes. On 
the ends of the bones, write words 
that rhyme. Then cut the bone in the 
middle to form a puzzle. Spread the 
words on the table. Your child will 
chose a bone half and match it the 
other half that rhymes. Continue until 
all of the dog bone puzzles have been 
put together. 
 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child think of 
additional words that rhyme with each 
bone. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Build a 
puzzle.” 

 

 
 
 

Lesson 28 
 

I can decode words ending in 
“ay”. 

 

Objective: To decode words ending in 
ay. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Stuffed toy dog, bone 
shaped cut-outs, marker, bowl 
 
Procedures: Cut out several dog bone 
shapes. Write decodable words that 
end in “ay” on the bones. Place them 
in a basket. Teach your child the 
sound of “ay”. Have your child 
practice writing several words that 
end with ay on a chalkboard. Place a 
bowl in front of the stuffed dog. Give 
your child the basket of dog bones. 
She will choose a bone and read the 
word to you. If correct, she may feed it 
to the dog. Continue until all the 
words have been read correctly. 
 

 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will write five of 
the words on lined paper. 
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Lesson 29 

I can read, “Jake’s Big Day.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Jakes’s Big Day. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Jake’s Big Day (Set 15, 
Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Describe the 
setting. What is the special event? 
Look for a clue to find out the 
birthday boy’s age. Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 30 
 

I can write about my favorite 
birthday present. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 
Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 
Procedures: Talk about the presents 
Jake received for his birthday. Ask 
your child to write about her favorite 
birthday present. Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
pretty illustrations and how you like 
her favorite birthday present, too. 
 

“Family Fun Idea: Plan a 
surprise party for someone.” 
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Lesson 31 
 

I can decode words. 
 

Objective: To decode words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: party cups, marker, long 
narrow box, wrapping paper, party 
favor blow-outs 
 
Procedures: Write decodable words 
on paper cups (front and back). Find 
a long narrow box and place a small 
surprise inside. Wrap the box with 
birthday paper. Place four cups on 
top of the box. Give your child a 
party favor blow-out. Say a word. 
Your child will blow on the favor to 
knock off the cup that has that word 
on it. When all four cups have been 
knocked down, turn them around 
and play again. Continue until all of 
the words have been knocked 
down. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word to you again. Then let 
him open the present!  
 
“Family Fun Idea: Go shopping 
to buy a present for 
someone.” 

 

Lesson 32 

I can decode sentences. 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: new toy or book, plain 
wrapping paper, tape, marker. 
 

Procedures: Wrap the present and 
write decodable sentences all over 
the box. Your child will read each 
sentence. When all of the sentences 
have been read correctly, your child 
will unwrap the present to see what’s 
inside! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Snuggle up and have 
your child read all of the books from 
Set 15 Family Fun to you again. Then 
let him enjoy his new present with you!  
 

“Family Fun Idea: Wrap 
presents.” 
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Lesson 1 
 

I can identify the “str” 
blend. 

 

Objective: To identify the “str” blend. 
(RF.K.1, RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: “str” blend card, coffee 
grinds, tray, unsharpened pencil 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
coffee grinds on a tray to represent 
dirt from the meadow. Display the “str” 
blend card to your child. Talk about 
the sound these letters make when 
blended together. Have him trace the 
letters while saying the blend. Say 
words for your child to spell in the 
“dirt”, using the eraser end of the 
pencil. Examples: stripe, strum, strand, 
strap, strong.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles. Your child 
will be the teacher and tell you “str” 
words to write in the dirt. 

Lesson 2 

I can decode words that have 
two vowels together. 

Objective: To decode words which 
contain two vowels together. (RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: wipe-off board, marker, 
eraser, bin, dirt, craft sticks, 
construction paper. 
 

Procedures: Fill a bin with dirt.  Have 
your child create flowers to glue to 
craft sticks. Write decodable words 
(with two vowels together) on the 
sticks and bury them in the dirt. 
Teach your child the “two vowels 
together rule.  
 
“When two vowels go walking, the first does                                                           
the talking, and says its own name.” 
 
Use examples such as snail, wait, eat, 
read, suit, pie, and roam by writing 
them on the wipe-off board. Then 
have your child pull a flower and 
read each word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: After reading the words 
again, your child can choose five to 
write on lined paper. 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, 
“Snail.” 

 
Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Snail. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Snail (Set 16, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? Describe the setting. 
Where do you think the snail is 
going? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about a snail. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction book 
about snails or research snails 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about snails in his journal. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you 
enjoyed learning facts about snails 
from his nonfiction story. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Snails live all 
over the world, on land and 

in the sea.” 
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Lesson 5   
 

I can sequence the events of 
a story. 

Objective: To sequence the events 
of a story (RL.K.2) 
 

Materials: sentence strips, marker 
 

Procedures: Write the sentences 
from the story, Snail, on strips of 
paper. Have your child read the 
sentences and sequence them to 
retell the story. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will choose 
two sentences to write on lined 
paper. 
  
“Fun Fact:  Snails cannot see 
well so they rely on their 
sense of smell to help them 

find their way.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can decode words. 
 
Objective: To decode words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: wipe off board, marker, 
eraser, craft stick, snail clipart 
 
Procedures: Tape a picture of a snail 
to a craft stick. Talk about the story 
and how Snail slid back down the 
slippery slope. Tell your child to draw 
a slippery slope on the wipe off 
board. Spell decodable words by 
writing the letters going down the 
slope. Your child will use the snail 
pointer to sound out the word by 
moving the snail down the slope. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
words on the slope for you to read. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Salt and sugar 
are poisonous to snails.”   
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, “Toad.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Toad. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Toad (Set 16, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character in this story? Where is the 
toad? What is blooming in the 
meadow? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about a toad. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Research toads online 
or through nonfiction books with your 
child. Ask your child to write facts 
about toads in her journal. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
adorable illustrations and how you 
liked learning about toads together. 
Then go outside and look for toads! 
 
“Fun Fact:  Toads do not have 
teeth so they swallow their 

food whole.” 
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Lesson 9 
 

I can decode words having two 
vowels together. 

 
Objective: To decode words having 
two vowels together. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: tic-tac-toe grid, pipe 
cleaners 
 
Procedures: Create a tic-tac-toe grid 
and place lily pad clipart in each 
section. Cut pipe cleaners to form 
X’s and O’s. Play tic-tac-toe 
together. Have your child read the 
word each time someone places 
their X or O on a lily pad. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the words again and to write five of 
the words on an aqua doodle. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Toads are usually 

nocturnal. They burrow 
beneath the dirt during the 
day and come at night to feed 

on insects.” 

 

 

Lesson 10 
 

I can read sight words: so, 
yellow. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: so, 
yellow (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: cinnamon, tray, Q-tip, 
sight word cards 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
cinnamon on a tray. Tell your child 
she will learn two new sight words. 
Show her the sight word card “so”. 
Have her trace and name each 
letter and then she will say the word. 
Repeat with the sight word “yellow.” 
Then have her copy each word 
several times in the cinnamon with 
the Q-tip while she says them. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child use 
each of the two sight words in a 
sentence and then she will write the 
sentences. 
 
“Fun Fact:  A group of toads 

is called a knot. 
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Lesson 11 

I can read the story, “Bee.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Bee. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Bee (Set 16, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What insect is 
pictured? What else do you see in 
the picture? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write about bees. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction story 
about bees or research bees 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about bees. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you liked 
his interesting bee facts. 
 

“Fun Fact:  A honey bee 
visits 50 to 100 flowers 

during a collection trip.” 
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Lesson 13 
 

I can identify blends. 
 
Objective: To identify blends. (RF.K.1, 
RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: flower cut-outs, small 
clipart of a bee, marker 
 
Procedures: Make flower shapes 
from construction paper or foam 
sheets and write a blend on each 
one. Make a bee that is small 
enough to hide behind a flower. Ask 
your child to cover his eyes while you 
hide the bee. Then ask him to 
uncover his eyes. You will chant: 
“Hickety PIckety Bumble Bee! Do you 
have a blend for me?” Your child will 
guess a blend by saying the sounds. 
Check to see if the bee is hiding 
there.  She will continue guessing 
until the bee is found. Hide the bee 
again and the game continues. 

 

 
 
Conclusion: Play again and let your 
child hide the bee for you to find! 
Say a word that begins with each 
blend. 
 
 

Lesson 14 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: yellow and white 
construction paper, scissors, glue, 
crayons, marker, fly swatter  
 

Procedures: Have your child create 
several bees with the art supplies. On 
the bees, write sight words that you 
would like your child to practice. 
Spread the bees on the table. Say a 
sight word and your child will swat 
the bee with that word as soon as he 
sees it. It would also be fun to place 
the bees around the room for your 
child to find and swat. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child say 
words for you to swat! 
 
“Fun Fact:  Each colony of 
bees has a unique odor for 
member identification.”  

 

 



63 
 

Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “The 
Seeds.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Seeds. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Seeds (Set 16, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
characters? What fable does this 
story remind you of? What 
happened in that story? Describe 
the setting. Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about a 
grasshopper and an ant. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read nonfiction stories 
about ants and grasshoppers or 
research these insects together 
online. Ask your child to write a fact 
about each insect. Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cool illustrations and how you liked 
her nonfiction story. 
 
 

 

“Fun Fact:  Grasshoppers are 
found all over the world in 
meadows, forest areas and 

grassy fields.” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can decode words. 
 

Objective: To decode words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: plastic jar, grass seeds, 
plastic insects, small slips of 
cardstock, marker 
 
Procedures: Wash out an empty, 
plastic peanut butter jar. When dry, 
fill the jar almost full with grass seeds. 
Write decodable words on slips of 
cardstock and place them in the jar. 
For extra fun, add plastic insects. 
Your child will slowly turn the jar and 
read each word as it is revealed. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will write five 
of the words on lined paper.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Grasshoppers can leap 
as far as a meter. This would be 
equivalent to a human jumping the 

length of a football field.” 

 

 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read sight words: blue, 
they, four, three, them. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: blue, 
they, four, three, them. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: sight word cards, shaving 
cream, tray 
 

Procedures: Explain to your child that 
she will learn five new sight words. 
Talk about each new sight word one 
at a time and have her trace it with 
her finger, while saying the letters 
and then the word. Spread a layer of 
shaving cream on a tray to pretend 
it is snow like in the story. You can 
even place a toy grasshopper in the 
snow. With his pointer finger, have 
your child write each sight word in 
the shaving cream, saying each 
letter and then the word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write them on 
lined paper. 
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Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “Blue 
Jay.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Blue Jay. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Blue Jay (Set 16, Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? What kind of bird is 
this story about? Describe the blue 
jay. Turn to the inside front cover to 
read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about a blue jay. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction story 
about a blue jay or research blue 
jays together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about a blue jay. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and what you like 
about his nonfiction story.  
 
“Fun Fact:  A blue jay nest 
contains two to seven eggs 

which are blue or light brown 
with brown spots.” 
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Lesson 21  
 

I can read words using onset 
rime. 

 

Objective: To read words using onset 
rime. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: plastic colored eggs, 
marker  
 
Procedures: On the open edge of 
one half of an egg, write word 
families such as eep, ail, ay, etc. on 
the other half, write consonants, 
digraphs or blends such as j, sh, b, fr, 
etc. Put the egg together. Your child 
will focus on one word family and 
slowly turn the other half of the egg 
to line up the letters. She will read 
each word and say if it is a real word 
or a nonsense word. Do the same for 
the rest of the word families. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: After all the words have 
been read, your child will choose 
five words to write on a chalkboard.  
 
“Fun Fact:  The mother blue 
jay broods her young for 8 to 
12 days after hatching.” 

 

 

               Lesson 22 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 
Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: print-out of a bird nest, 
sticky note pads, marker, scissors 
 
Procedures: Print out a large picture 
of a bird nest or find a picture from 
and old magazine to tear out. Write 
twelve decodable sentences on the 
sticky notes. Cover the picture with 
the sticky notes. Your child will 
choose a sentence to read. Then he 
will remove that sticky note and try 
to guess what the picture is. He will 
continue until the entire picture is 
revealed. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
three of the sentences on lined 
paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Not all blue jays 
fly south for the winter if 

food is plentiful.” 
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Lesson 23 
 

I can read sight words: now, 
find. Know. 

 

Objective: To read sight words: now, 
find, know (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: tray, grass seed, sight word 
cards 
 

Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
grass seed on a tray. Tell your child 
she will learn three new sight words. 
Show her the sight word card “now”. 
Have her trace and name each 
letter and then she will say the word. 
Repeat with the next two words. 
Then have her copy each word 
several times in the grass seed as she 
says them. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child use 
each of the three sight words in a 
sentence and then she will write the 
sentences. 
 

“Fun Fact:  The blue jay 
occupies a variety of 

habitats from sunny Florida 
to cooler Ontario 

 

                      Lesson 24 
 

I can read decodable words. 
 

Objective: To read decodable 
words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: craft sticks, marker 
 
Procedures: Place two craft sticks 
together lengthwise and touching 
each other. Write a decodable word 
on the two sticks so that it covers 
both sticks. Continue with different 
words on sets of two sticks. Mix up 
the sticks and your child will build the 
craft stick “puzzles”. As each word is 
put together, he will read the word. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again and to write five of 
them on a magna doodle. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Predators of the 

eggs and hatchlings are 
snakes, raccoons, squirrels, 

cats and crows. 
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Lesson 25 

I can read the story, “Mole.” 
 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Mole. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Mole (Set 16, Book 6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Who is the main 
character? Describe the mole. Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 26 
 

I can write about a mole. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Read a nonfiction book 
about moles or research moles 
together online. Ask your child to 
write facts about moles. Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you like 
her nonfiction story about moles. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Moles have curved 

front paws that dig like 
shovels. They can dig up to 

18 feet in an hour.” 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can rapidly identify sight 
words. 

 

Objective: To identify sight words: 
yellow, blue, four, find, now, they 
three, know (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: clipart of 8 moles, marker, 
pool noodle, cutting blade, pencil 
 
Procedures: Print clipart of 8 moles 
on a sheet of paper. Write a sight 
word on each. Create a sledge 
hammer by cutting a four inch 
chunk of a pool noodle. Then pierce 
it with a stick. Tell your child he is 
going to play “Whack a Mole.” Say 
a sight word and he will quickly find 
the mole with that word and 
“whack” it. Continue until all the 
words have been found several 
times. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Your child will read the 
words again and then he will write 
them on a wipe-off board. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Moles build long 
tunnels and underground 
homes.” 

 

Lesson 28 
 

I can match objects to their 
word. 

 

Objective: To match objects to their 
word. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: empty cubed tissue box, 
small objects, word cards. 
 

Procedures: Place several small 
objects inside an empty tissue box. 
Write the words on cards. Your child 
will reach into the box and feel an 
object. She will guess what the 
object is by the way it feels. Then she 
may remove the object to see if she 
was correct. She will match the 
object to the corresponding word. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again and write a 
sentence for two of the words. Then 
relax on a blanket under a shade 
tree and listen to your child read all 
of Set 16, In the Meadow, books to 
you again. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Moles love to eat 

worms and insects.” 

 

 



70 
 

 
 

Lesson 1 
 

I can identify the sounds of 
diphthongs:  ou, ow, and oy. 

 

Objective:  
To identify diphthongs: ou, ow, and oy. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: three circus tents, 
diphthong cards, tickets 
 

Procedures: Explain to your child the 
sound of each diphthong. Draw or 
print out circus tent clipart and write a 
diphthong on each. Write words 
containing these sounds on tickets. 
Your child will read each word and 
match the ticket to the correct tent. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
words again. Then she can count the 
tickets to see which tent had the most. 

 
 
 

Lesson 2 
 

I can decode new words. 
 

Objective: To decode new words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: poster board, markers, 
clipart, scissors, glue, dice, animal 
crackers 
 
Procedures: Create a board game 
using a sheet of poster board and 
markers. Draw a train track and write 
a decodable word in each section. 
Glue circus clipart to decorate. 
Choose an animal cracker as a 
marker. You and your child will have 
a circus train race. Take turns rolling 
the dice and reading the words to 
see who reaches the finish line first! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read the 
words again and choose 5 words to 
write. Then enjoy eating the box of 
animal crackers together! 
 
“Fun Fact:  The word circus    
comes from the Latin word 
meaning circle or ring.”   
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “The 
Big Top.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Big Top. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Go West (Set 17, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? What is a Big 
Top? Describe the setting for this 
story. Who else is in the picture? Turn 
to the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about what I 
might see at a circus. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about things related 
to a circus. Ask your child to write 
about something she might see if she 
went to a circus. Encourage her to 
use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 

 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her fun 
illustrations and how you enjoyed 
reading her story. If possible, make 
plans to visit a circus as a family. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The circus is 
over 2000 years old and began 
in Ancient Rome. 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can read the sight word: 
were. 

 
Objective: To read the sight word: 
were. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word card, colored 
sprinkles, tray 
 
Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
colored sprinkles on a tray. Tell your 
child she will learn a new sight word. 
Show her the sight word card 
“were”. Have her trace and name 
each letter and then she will say the 
word. Repeat several times. Then she 
will practice writing previously 
learned sight words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child use the 
sight word “were” in a sentence and 
to write the sentence on lined 
paper.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Circus acts 
involving elephants are 
becoming more and more rare. 
 

 
 

Lesson 6 
 

I can read words containing 
“ight”. 

 
Objective: To read words containing 
“igh.” (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: spinner, marker 
 
Procedures: Cover an old board 
game spinner with white contact 
paper or create a spinner with a 
sturdy paper plate, a cardboard 
arrow and a brass fastener. Write 
words containing igh in each 
section. Your child will spin the 
spinner and read each word upon 
which the arrow lands. 

 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again and then she will 
write them on a chalkboard. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Whistling 
backstage is considered bad 
luck so no one whistles!” 
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, “The 
Tight Rope.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Tight Rope. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Tight Rope (Set 17, 
Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who is the main 
character? What does his skill 
involve? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about a tight 
rope walker. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the things 
that a tight rope walker needs for his 
performance. Ask your child to write 
about a tight rope walker. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool illustrations and how much you 
liked his story.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Tightrope walkers 
balance by putting one foot 
in front of the other. “ 
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Lesson 9 
 

I can decode sentences. 
 

Objective: To decode sentences. 
(RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, marker, 
clipart, rope 
 
Procedures: Write decodable 
sentences on sentence strips. Print 
out corresponding pictures. Place a 
rope on the floor (or you could use a 
balance beam or tape). Place the 
pictures at the end of the rope. Give 
your child a sentence to read. After 
reading the sentence, she will 
pretend to walk the tight rope to find 
the corresponding picture. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child choose 
two of the sentences to write on 
lined paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Tightrope walkers 
wear leather shoes. A pole 
helps them to balance. 

 
 

Lesson 10 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(L.K.3) 
 
Materials: paper, marker, bin, toy 
top. 
 
Procedures: Cut paper to fit the 
bottom of a bin. Draw lines to divide 
the paper into sections. Write a sight 
word in each section and place the 
paper in the bottom of the bin. Your 
child will spin a toy top inside the bin. 
When the top stops spinning, he will 
read the sight word upon which it 
lands. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
each sight word again and to use 
each one in a sentence. Then have 
fun spinning the top together! 
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Lesson 11 

I can read the story, “The 
Lion Tamer.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Lion Tamer. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Lion Tamer (Set 17, 
Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? Where does this 
story take place? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 12 
 

I can write about a lion 
tamer. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the lion 
tamer from the story. Ask your child 
to describe a lion tamer.  Encourage 
her to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that she hears in words. Write the 
real words under her sentence. Then 
she will illustrate her story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how you 
enjoyed her lion tamer story. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The first circus 
act       that involved 
animals and humans together 
was the horse show.  Later 
other animals, such as lions 
were added.”  
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Lesson 13 
 

I can decode real and 
nonsense words. 

 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: two LED Tap Lights, labels, 
colored paper, marker  
 
Procedures: Purchase two LED Tap 
Lights at a dollar store. Label each as 
real and nonsense. Cut out balloon 
shapes. Write real and nonsense words 
on the balloons. Your child will choose 
a balloon and decode the word. If it is 
a real word, he will push the light that 
is labeled “real”. If it is a nonsense 
word, he will push the light that is 
labeled “nonsense”. Continue until all 
of the words have been read. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word again and choose five words to 
write on lined paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The circus 
travels from town to town. 
Performers work seven days a 
week with two shows per day!  
 

 

Lesson 14 

I can read sight words:  
some, down. 

 

Objective: To read sight words: 
some, down. (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: pencil box, sand 
 

Procedures: Place a thin layer of 
sand in the bottom section of a 
pencil box. Tell your child she will 
learn two new sight words. Show her 
the sight word card “some”. Have 
her trace and name each letter and 
then she will say the word. Repeat 
with the word “down”. Then have 
her copy each word several times in 
the sand as she says them. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child use 
each of the sight words in a 
sentence and then she will write the 
sentences. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Circus performers 
train many hours each day to 
perfect their acts. 
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Lesson 15 

I can read the story, “Funny 
Clowns.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
Funny Clowns. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Funny Clowns (Set 17, 
Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
characters? Compare and contrast 
the clowns. Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 16 
 

I can write about clowns. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the funny 
clowns in the story and the stunts 
they performed. Ask your child to 
write facts about clowns. Encourage 
him to use spaces between words, 
punctuation at the end of the 
sentence and to use letter-sounds 
that he hears in words. Write the real 
words under his sentence. Then he 
will illustrate his story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you 
enjoyed his story about clowns. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Throughout the 
Middle Ages, jesters 
entertained people like 
clowns do today.” 
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Lesson 17 
 

I can identify sight words. 
 
Objective: To identify sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: party hats, marker, fuzzy 
ball. 
 
Procedures: Purchase party hats at a 
dollar store. Write a sight word on 
several of them. Line the hats in a 
row. Have your child close his eyes 
while you place the fuzzy ball under 
one of the hats. Your child will open 
his eyes and try to guess where the 
fuzzy ball is hiding by choosing a 
sight word to read. She will continue 
until the ball is found. Play until 
interest wanes. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again and then she will 
hide the fuzzy ball for you to find. 
 
“Fun Fact:  When a human 
cannonball is shot from a    
cannon, they travel                              
up to 115 mph! 
 

 

Lesson 18 
 

I can read sentences. 
 
Objective: To read sentences. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: paper plates, balloons, art 
supplies, sentence strips, marker 
 
Procedures: Help your child create a 
happy clown and sad clown with 
the paper plates and art supplies. 
Write statements on sentence strips. 
Your child will read each sentence. 
Then he will decide if it is a happy or 
sad sentence and give it to the 
correct clown. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write a 
happy sentence and a sad 
sentence. 
 
“Fun Fact:  It is harder to 
get into Ringling Brothers 
Clown School than it is to 
get into Harvard Law School. 
 
 
 

 



79 
 

Lesson 19 

I can read the story, “The 
Best Show.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Best Show. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Best Show (Set 17, 
Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? Does the elephant 
look familiar? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

 

Lesson 20 
 

I can write about my favorite 
circus act. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the different 
circus acts that were presented in 
the previous books. Ask your child to 
write about her favorite circus act. 
Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
cute illustrations and how much you 
liked her story. 
 
“Fun Fact:  For good luck, 

some circus performers keep a 
hair from the elephant’s tail 

in their pocket.” 
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Lesson 21 
 

I can decode words that look 
similar. 

 
Objective: To decode words that 
look similar. (RL.K.2) 
 
Materials: bingo work mat, marker, 
circus peanuts, word cards. 
 
Procedures: Write decodable words 
that have similar spellings on the 
word cards. Create two bingo work 
mats, one for you and one for your 
child. You and your child will write 
the words in random spaces on the 
bingo cards. Shuffle the cards and 
place the stack face down on the 
table. Your child will choose a card, 
read the word and you both will 
cover the word with a peanut. The 
person who fills a row first wins bingo! 
Play again until interest wanes. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again, using them in a 
sentence. 
 
 
 

Lesson 22 
 

I can identify sight words. 
 

Objective: To identify sight words: 
could, would, should (RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: sight word cards, peanut 
butter, dish, gray construction paper, 
scissors, marker. 
 

Procedures: Tell your child he is going 
to learn three new sight words that 
rhyme. Show him each sight word. 
He will trace the word with his finger 
as he says it. Repeat with each sight 
word. Spread some peanut butter or 
Nutella on a dish and have your 
child copy the words in the peanut 
butter. Then play “Elephant Stomp.” 
Create elephant foot cut-outs. Write 
a sight word on each. Spread the 
elephant feet on the floor around 
the room. Say a sight word. You child 
will find the word and stomp on it. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the three new sight words again and 
write them on a chalkboard. 
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “Good 
Food.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Good Food. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: Good Food (Set 17, Book 
6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Who are the 
main characters? What are Roy and 
his dad doing in the picture? From 
the title, what do you think this story 
is about? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about my favorite 
circus food. 

 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the different 
foods that Roy ate at the circus. Ask 
your child to write about the food he 
would choose at the circus. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how his story 
made you hungry for circus food! 
 
“Fun Fact:  Someone shouting 
‘Flags up!’ means a meal is 
ready to be served at the 
cookhouse.” 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can sort words to their 
word families. 

 

Objective: To sort words to their 
word families. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: popcorn bowls, white 
construction paper, marker. 
 
Procedures: Purchase popcorn 
containers at a dollar store. Label 
each with a word family. Cut out 
popcorn shapes. Write decodable 
words on each. Your child will 
choose a popcorn kernel, read the 
word and place it in the 
corresponding bowl. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write two 
words from each word family on a 
wipe-off board. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Performers NEVER 
eat peanuts backstage because 
it is considered bad luck.” 
 
 
 

 

Lesson 26 

I can identify sight words. 
 
Objective: To identify sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: index cards, marker, mini 
fuzzy balls, tweezers. 
 
Procedures: Write sight words on 
index cards. Your child will read the 
word. Then she will outline each 
letter with mini fuzzy balls, using the 
tweezers to pick them up. This is a 
good activity to improve eye-hand 
coordination while practicing sight 
words. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and use them in a 
sentence. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Performers let 
you know their act is over 
with a wink or special hand 

gesture.” 
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Lesson 27 
 

I can decode new words.  
 

Objective: To decode words 
containing “oo”. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: construction paper, 
scissors, marker 
 
Procedures: Cut out two ice cream 
cone shapes and write “good” on 
one and “food” on the other. Talk 
about the two different ways “oo” 
sounds in the words “good food”. 
Cut out ice cream shapes and write 
words that contain “oo”. Your child 
will choose a scoop of ice cream, 
sound out the word and place it on 
the cone with that sound. Continue 
until all of the scoops of ice cream 
are on the cones. Examples: 
Good - book, cook, took, nook, 
hood, foot,  
Food – moo, boo, soon, noon, room, 
tooth, boot, root, hoop, mood, 
boom,  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again and write six of 
them on a chalkboard. 

 

Lesson 28 

I can act out words and 
phrases. 

 
Objective: To act out words and 
phrases. (RF.K.4) 
 
Materials: slips of paper, marker 
 
Procedures: Write decodable words 
or phrases that can be acted out 
such as hide, eat, drive, ride a bike, 
play a drum, butter the toast, etc. 
Fold up the slips of paper and put 
them in a basket. Your child will 
choose a slip, read the word (or 
phrase) to himself and act it out. You 
will guess what he is doing. Then 
reverse roles. Continue until all of the 
words and phrases have been read. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words and phrases again. 
Conclude the circus theme by 
creating a “circus tent” with a bed 
sheet and a clothes line. Add your 
child’s favorite stuffed animals and 
listen to him read all of Set 17 At the 
Circus books. 
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Lesson 1 
I can create a word web. 

 
Objective: To create a word web.  
(L.K.2) 
 
Materials: paper, marker 
 
Procedures: Discuss how the theme for 
Set 13 books is about Community 
Helpers. Explain to your child that he will 
help you create a word web. Draw a 
circle in the middle of the paper and 
write “Community Helpers” inside the 
circle. Ask your child for words that are 
associated with community helpers. 
Draw lines from the circle and write the 
words on the word web. This activity 
develops language skills and seeing the 
words in print. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: When the word web is 
complete, ask your child to see how 
many of the words he can read. 

 
 

Lesson 2 
 

I can read sight words:                   
after, if, these, give. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: after, 
if, these, give. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: Styrofoam tray, tooth 
brush, toothpaste, sight word cards 
 

Procedures: To get ready for the first 
Community Helper book, The Dentist, 
place a thin layer of toothpaste on a 
Styrofoam tray. Tell your child she is 
going to learn four new sight words. 
Display the sight word “after” and 
read it to your child. Have your child 
trace “after” on the card with her 
finger. Then she will copy the word 
by writing it on the tray with the end 
of a tooth brush. Have her say each 
letter and then the word. Repeat 
several times and then do the same 
exercise with the other three words. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the four new sight words again and 
to use each of them in a sentence. 
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Lesson 3 

I can read the story, “The 
Dentist.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Dentist. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Dentist (Set 18, Book 1) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Aside from the 
title, how do you know this 
community helper is a dentist? 
Compare him to your dentist. Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 4 
 

I can write about dental 
care. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of a 
dentist and how he or she helps us to 
take care of our teeth. Ask your child 
to write facts about dental care.  
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence. Then he will illustrate his 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
great illustrations and how you liked 
learning about dental care with him. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The first 
commercial toothbrush was 
made in 1938.” 
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Lesson 5 
 

I can identify sight words. 
 
Objective: To identify sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 

Materials: red poster board, marker, 
white cardstock paper, tweezers 
 

Procedures: Draw a large mouth on 
the poster board. Make two long slits 
for the rows of teeth. Cut out shapes 
of teeth and write a sight word on 
each. Place the teeth in the slits so 
the sight words are hidden. Your 
child will use the tweezers to “pull” a 
tooth and read the word. Continue 
until all of the teeth have been 
pulled. 
 

 
 
Procedures: Ask your child to read 
the words again and to write five of 
them on a chalkboard.  
 
“Fun Fact:  Children smile an 
average of 400 times a day.” 

 

 

 

Lesson 6 
 

I can form new words by 
deleting letters. 

 

Objective: To form new words by 
deleting letters. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: Wipe-off board, dry-erase 
marker, soft tooth brush 
 

Procedures: Have your child draw a 
large tooth on a wipe-off board. Tell 
him to spell a word on the tooth such 
as rain. Then have him use a soft 
tooth brush to “brush away” letter i. 
Ask him to read the word that 
remains. Continue with different 
words such as goat-got, card-car, 
plane-lane, meat-eat, bean-ban. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Reverse roles. Write a 
word on the tooth and have your 
child tell you a letter to erase that will 
form a new word. This requires higher 
level thinking! 
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Lesson 7 

I can read the story, “The 
Doctor.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Doctor. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Doctor (Set 18, Book 2) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Aside from the 
title, how do you know this 
community helper is a doctor? 
Compare him to your doctor. Turn to 
the inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 8 
 

I can write about what I can 
do to stay healthy. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of a 
doctor and how he or she helps us to 
stay healthy.  Ask your child to write 
facts about what she can do to stay 
healthy. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
pretty drawings and how you liked 
her story about keeping healthy. 
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Lesson 9 

I can decode new words. 

Objective: To decode new words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: band aids, marker, baby 
doll, clipboard, doctor’s outfit 
 

Procedures: Write decodable words 
on the inside of band aids. Place the 
band aids all over a baby doll. Your 
child may dress up like a doctor. Tell 
her this patient has lots of “boo 
boos” but they have healed and the 
band aids can be removed. To build 
verbal skills, ask your child how the 
patient may have gotten each 
injury. What unsafe thing might this 
patient have been doing? (touching 
something hot, climbing on furniture, 
jumping on the bed, touching a 
sharp knife, tripping over a toy that 
was left on the floor, etc.) Your child 
will pull off a band aid and decode 
the word. Continue until all of the 
band aids have been removed. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the words again and choose five of 
them to write on a clipboard. 
 

Lesson 10 
 

I can write words that rhyme. 
 

Objective: To write words that rhyme. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: tongue depressors, marker, 
clipboard, paper, pen 
 
Procedures: Write decodable words 
on tongue depressors and place them 
in an empty plastic jar. Talk about how 
your child might see a jar of tongue 
depressors at the doctor’s office and 
how they are used. Your child will pull 
a tongue depressor from the jar and 
read the word. Then he will write a 
word that rhymes with it on the lined 
paper that is attached to the 
“doctor’s” clipboard. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read his 
rhyming words to you and together 
you can correct any spelling errors. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Doctors are one 
of the most needed experts 
that we have in our society.” 
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Lesson 11 

I can read sight words:                   
which, more, please, than. 

 
Objective: To read sight words: 
which, more, please, than. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: colored paper, tray, salt  
 

Procedures: Glue strips of colored 
paper together. Make it the size of 
the bottom of a baking sheet. Place 
the “rainbow” paper on the baking 
sheet. Add a thin layer of salt. Tell 
your child she is going to learn four 
new sight words. Display the sight 
word “which” and read it to your 
child. Have your child trace “which” 
on the card with her finger. Then she 
will copy the word by writing it in the 
salt tray. As she writes the letters, the 
rainbow will appear. Have her say 
each letter and then the word. 
Repeat several times and then do 
the same exercise with the other 
three words.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Ask your child to read 
the four new sight words again and 
to use each of them in a sentence. 

 

Lesson 12 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sidewalk chalk 
 

Procedures: Weather permitting, 
draw a hopscotch game on the 
sidewalk. Write a sight word in each 
space. Talk about how the doctor 
says fresh air and exercise are 
important to stay healthy. Explain 
how you will play hopscotch 
together. Then play the game with 
your child. Only instead of saying the 
numbers, he will say the sight words.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
the sight words again. Then he will 
write them on the sidewalk with the 
chalk. 
 
“Fun Fact:  It takes many 
years of studies to become a 
doctor.” 
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Lesson 13 

I can read the story, “The 
Cop.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Cop (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Cop (Set 18, Book 3) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Is the police officer 
a man or a woman? What is she 
doing? Turn to the inside front cover 
to read and discuss the vocabulary 
words. Then have your child read the 
book. As your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 14 
 

I can write facts about cops. 
 

Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of 
the police officer and the different 
duties he or she performs. Ask your 
child to write facts about cops. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
cool drawings and how you liked 
learning about cops together. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Police officers 
go through rigorous physical 
and mental training to 
prepare them for this 
stressful career.” 
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Lesson 15 
 

I can decode new words.  
 

Objective: To decode words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: white paper, white 
crayon, watercolors, paint brush 
 
Procedures: Use the white crayon to 
write decodable words on the white 
paper. Press firmly as you write. Tell 
your child he is going to be a 
detective and solve a mystery. 
Explain how someone has written 
mysterious words on the paper and 
he has to uncover what they are by 
painting over the words with the 
water colors. He will decode each 
word as they appear. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child read 
each word again. Then reverse roles. 
He will write mystery words for you to 
uncover. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Police officers 
are our friends. They work 
hard to keep us safe.” 

 

 

Lesson 16 
 

I can read sight words. 
 
Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: small cars, labels, black 
paper, white crayon 
 
Procedures: Write sights on labels 
and attach them to small cars. Draw 
a parking lot on the paper with the 
crayon. Write corresponding sight 
words in each parking space. Your 
child will read the sight words on the 
cars and drive the cars to the 
correct parking spaces. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: Your child will read each 
sight word again and write them 
with crayons on paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Police officers 
enforce laws, conduct traffic 
stops and respond to 
emergency calls.” 
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Lesson 17 

I can read the story, “The 
Vet.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Vet. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Vet (Set 18, Book 4) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? How can you 
tell she is a vet? Where does this story 
take place? Turn to the inside front 
cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 
 

Lesson 18 
 

I can write facts about a 
vet.” 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of a 
veterinarian and how he or she 
keeps our pets and animals healthy. 
Have your child write facts about a 
vet. Encourage her to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that she hears in words. 
Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Talk about her 
great illustrations and how much you 
enjoyed learning about veterinarians 
together. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Veterinarians are 
doctors who take care of sick 
or injured animals.”  
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Lesson 19 
 
I can unscramble the words in 

a sentence. 
 
Objective: To unscramble the words 
in a sentence. (RK.4) 
 
Materials: sentence strips, marker, 
envelopes, stuffed animals. 
 

Procedures: Write decodable 
sentences on sentence strips. Cut 
apart the words in each sentence 
and place them in an envelope. Line 
up several stuffed animals and place 
an envelope in front of each one. 
Your child can be the vet. Tell her 
the pets tore up sentences. To make 
sure none of the words were 
swallowed by the pets, she will 
unscramble each sentence to see if 
any words are missing! 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child write 
two of the sentences on a vet’s 
clipboard. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Vets have to 
examine animals closely 
because animals can’t tell 
them what is wrong.” 

Lesson 20 
 

I can decode real and 
nonsense words. 

 

Objective: To decode real and 
nonsense words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: small swivel trash can, 
colored tape, dog biscuit cut-outs, 
dog bowl. 
 
Procedures: Use duct tape or paper 
to make the trash can look like a 
dog. Cut out dog biscuit shapes and 
write real and nonsense words on 
them. Place the biscuits in a dog 
bowl. Tell your child the dog is 
hungry but he only eats biscuits that 
have real words on them. Your child 
will choose a biscuit from the bowl 
and decode the word. He will feed 
the real words to the dog and 
discard the nonsense words. 
  

 
 
Conclusion: Your child will read each 
word again and count to see which 
pile has more or less words.  
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Lesson 21 
 
I can read sight words: or, 

there, sometimes.    
                

Objective: To read sight words: or, 
there, sometimes. (RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: sight word cards, wipe-off 
board, marker, Q-Tips 
 

Procedures: Display the sight word 
“or” and read it to your child. Have 
your child trace “or” on the card 
with her finger. Then she will copy the 
word by writing it on the wipe-off 
board, saying each letter and then 
the word. Then she will use a Q-Tip to 
trace over the word, erasing one 
letter at a time. Follow the same 
procedures for the other two sight 
words. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: When finished, she will 
read the word cards again and write 
a sentence for each of them on 
lined paper. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Most vets treat 
small pets like dogs, cats 
and hamsters.” 

 

Lesson 22 
 

I can read sight words. 
 

Objective: To read sight words. 
(RF.K.3) 
 
Materials: small cards, marker, 
medium or large stuffed animal, ace 
bandage 
 
Procedures: Write all the new sight 
words from set 18 on small cards. 
Begin wrapping the stuffed animal 
with an ace bandage. As you wrap 
the layers, insert the word cards. Your 
child will be the veterinarian and 
slowly begin un-wrapping the 
bandage. As the word cards are 
exposed, he will read them to you. 
  

 
 

Conclusion: Your child will read each 
of the sight words again and write 
them on an aqua doodle.  

 

“Fun Fact:  Some vets take 
care of large animals at 
farms or zoos.” 
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Lesson 23 

I can read the story, “The 
Fire Fighter.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Fire Fighter. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Fire Fighter (Set 18, 
Book 5) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Where does this 
story take place? Why is there a pole 
in the fire station? Turn to the inside 
front cover to read and discuss the 
vocabulary words. Then have your 
child read the book. As your child 
reads, discuss the illustrations, 
characters and plot. Have your child 
respond to the story by making 
comparisons and predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 24 
 

I can write about fire 
safety.  

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.1) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of 
the fire fighter and describe how he 
or she keeps us safe. Ask your child 
to write about some fire safety rules. 
Encourage him to use spaces 
between words, punctuation at the 
end of the sentence and to use 
letter-sounds that he hears in words. 
Write the real words under his 
sentence.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read his 
story to you again. Talk about his 
neat illustrations and how you much 
you enjoyed learning about fire 
safety with him. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Firefighters are              
real life heroes who put   
themselves in danger to               
save other people’s lives.” 
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Lesson 25 
 

I can decode cvc words. 
 

Objective: To decode cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 

Materials: sidewalk chalk, spray 
bottle, water, toy fire truck 
 

Procedures: Talk about the “spr” 
blend with your child by showing her 
several decodable words such as: 
spray, sprite, spring, sprout, sprint and 
sprinkle. With sidewalk chalk, draw 
houses and roads on the driveway or 
sidewalk.  Write spr words and other 
decodable words on the houses. Fill 
a spray bottle with water. Say a 
word. Your child will drive the fire 
truck around to find the house with 
that word and spray it with the water 
bottle, pretending to put out a fire. 
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child use the 
sidewalk chalk to spell more words. 
 
“Fun Fact:  Fire fighters go 
to special training schools 
to learn everything about 
fighting fires.” 

Lesson 26 
 

I can answer yes and no 
questions. 

 

Objective: To read and answer yes 
and no questions. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: toy fire truck, toy semi-
truck, yes and no cards, sentence 
strips, marker 
 

Procedures: Write decodable 
questions on sentence strips such as 
“Should kids play with matches?” 
“Can a dentist clean your teeth?” 
Place a yes sign and a no sign 
beside the two trucks. Your child will 
choose a sentence, read the 
question and place it by the truck 
with the correct answer. Continue 
until all the questions have been 
answered.   
 

 
 

Conclusion: Have your child write 
two questions on lined paper.  
 
“Fun Fact:  There are three 
types of fire trucks, each 
having a special purpose.” 
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Lesson 27 

I can read the story, “The 
Mailman.” 

 

Objective: To fluently read the story, 
The Mailman. (RF.K.4) 
 

Materials: The Mailman (Set 18, Book 
6) 
 

Procedures: Discuss the cover of the 
book. Ask questions such as: What is 
the title of this story? Is this mail 
carrier a man or a woman?  
Describe the weather. Turn to the 
inside front cover to read and 
discuss the vocabulary words. Then 
have your child read the book. As 
your child reads, discuss the 
illustrations, characters and plot. 
Have your child respond to the story 
by making comparisons and 
predictions.  
 

 
 

Conclusion: After reading the story, 
discuss the comprehension questions 
at the end of the book and ask your 
child to retell the story. For further 
practice, download the FREE 
printable activity sheet for this book 
from our website. 

Lesson 28 
 

I can write about a mail 
carrier. 

 
Objective: To use inventive writing to 
write a story. (W.K.2) 
 

Materials: journal, pencil, crayons 
 

Procedures: Talk about the role of a 
mail carrier and things that might 
make his or her job challenging. 
Have your child write facts about a 
mail carrier. Encourage her to use 
spaces between words, punctuation 
at the end of the sentence and to 
use letter-sounds that she hears in 
words. Write the real words under her 
sentence. Then she will illustrate her 
story.  
 

 
 
Conclusion: Have your child read her 
story to you again. Tell her how 
much you like her illustrations and 
how you enjoyed learning about 
mail carriers with her. 
 
“Fun Fact:  The Postal 
Service sorts and delivers 
more than 700 million pieces 
of mail each day,        
except Sunday.”  
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Lesson 29 

I can spell words. 
 

Objective: To spell words. (RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: letter stampers, ink, 
envelopes 
 
Procedures: Purchase envelopes at 
the dollar store or save used 
envelopes. Give your child a set of 
letter stampers and ink. Say a word 
and your child will stamp the letters 
on an envelope to spell the word. 
 

 
 

Conclusion: When all the envelopes 
have been stamped, your child will 
read the words to you again. 
 
“Fun Fact: Although mail was 
delivered directly to 
individual houses starting in 
1863, mailboxes or slots were 
not required until 1923.”   
 

 
 

Lesson 30 
 

I can read sentences. 
 

Objective: To read cvc words. 
(RF.K.2) 
 
Materials: paper, pen, envelopes, 
mailbox cut outs. 
 
Procedures: Write “letters” for 
characters from any of the Half-Pint 
Readers. Create “mailboxes” and 
label them with the names of the 
characters. Examples of letters and 
names are: I put out fires. (Fire 
Fighter) I take care of pets. (Vet) I 
keep your teeth clean. (Dentist) 
Place each letter in an envelope. 
Your child will choose an envelope, 
read the letter and deliver it to the 
correct mailbox. 
  

 
 

Conclusion: Help your child write a 
letter to someone and mail it at the 
post office. Then find a park bench, 
cuddle up together and listen to 
your child read all of Set 18 
Community Helper books to you 
again! 
 
“Whoopie! You did it!  Great 

job!” 
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